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THE DEMAND FOR HIGH SCHOOLS IN LOUISIANA,

ADDRESS OF

PRESIDENT WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON,

TO TIE

“CONVENTION OF PARISH SUPERINTENDENTS, AT LAKE CHARLES,
LOUISIANA, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 1893,

GeNTLEMEN—The invitation from the State Superin-
tendent of Public Education to address you on ¢* The Demand
for more High Schools in Louisiana'’ met an immediate
response in my breast. Itis a subject that has been near my
heart for the last thirteen years, and 1 have awaited anxiously
the hour when the public mind could be aroused to a sense of
its exceeding importance. Indeed, next to the establishment
of a great central university, diffusing light and knowledge and
stimulating intellectual activity in every department of life, a
general system of Public High Schools seems ta me of para-
mount importance to the intercsts of education in this com-
monwealth. Without criticising the benevolent intention and
the excellent results of the magnificent endowment of Mr.
Peabody for public schools, I have often thought that its
achievements would have been still more fruitful and inspiring
if its large expenditures had been concentrated upon a cer-
tain number of Graded High Schools or Academies, centres of
light, so thal in each State there might have arisen seven
golden candlesticks, as it were, shining with the splendor of
eternal truth and guiding the feet of the young in the ascend-
ing pathways of knowledge. Without the High School we have
no bridge or causeway across the chasm between the low-
lands of the Primary Schools and the heights of Collegiate edu-



4 Hion Scroorns v Lovistana

cation. That such a connecting link is necessary is readily
demonstrable, if we attach any value to the Higher Education.

Without going into details it may be said that all education
that prepares for active life can be graded into Primary,
Secondary, Collegiate and University education, the lastinclud-
ing professional studies. These grades rest upon each other
in regular sequence, and any attempt to evade or skip this
natural succession is surely punished by an imperfect and
fragmentary preparation, which shows itself in weakness.
somewhere in later life. The house must be built upen a rock
or it will not stand. Education must rest upon a solid basis of
thorough preparation, of early discipline, of a continuous
advance, or it will lack that cssential something which makes
the all-round man so formidable to every opponent.

The Primary School is for all the people. It teaches what
no one can do without and yet be up to the full measure of cit-
izenship. To know how to read, to write, to count, to calcu-
late; to have at least 4 glimmering of the great world we live in
and of the human family that inhabits it; this much, at least,
society owes to every human being that it intends to hold re-
sponsible and expects to be useful. Ewven among the stolid
Orientals we find this much knowledge conceded as a neces-
sity, and much of it generally diffused amony all classes. But
upon those subject masses there is no demand except for obe-
dience, while with us society continually calls upon its humblest
members for the performance of duties that require much in-
formation that comes from instruction and a sound discretion
that is the result of training only. But [ am not here to argue
for general education before this intelligent body committed to
its service.

Itis the demand for High Schools—the need of this second-
ary grade of education—that 1 am now advocating. And in
this cause, too, I may presume that my audience iz generally
in sympathy with my views; but, as it is almost a new feature
m Louisiana, the discussion of it may not be unprofitable.
And the first point that arises s, why should there be Public
High Schools at all? Why should not public education stop
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saw that the superior education of Germany was at the bottom
of it. Von Stein, the great statesman of education, had organ-
ized victory; and sixty years Iater Bismarck and Von Moltke
achieved it. All France saw, with the lightning intuition of
that great people, that a nation must be educated from the bot-
tom up, as the only sure way to make it great and powerful;
and so France adopted a system the most radical and far-reach-
ing ever yet attempted. The republic had the courage of its
convictions, and, with the exhaustive and unerring logic of the
Gallic mind, established a system of education, the free st and the
most searching, systematic, thorough and complete among civil-
ized nations. But where was the money to come from forsuch a
work ? When you are bound to have a thing you are apt to get
it. ‘Taxation till the mossbacks groaned and sweated, debt till
the eyes of financiers stretched with wonder; but the work went
on. A generation has passed; a new France has been born;
the republic is stronger than ever before. France is richer and
more powerful and no man sees the end, but it certainly has a
hopeful outlook for the French people and the human race.
Now in that French system the High School and the College are
considered as much a part of what the State owes to its chil-
dren as the Primary Schools. Nothing in the way of free edu-
cation is too good for the child of France; and so it should be
here.

But we need no appeal to authority, to precedents in other
States or other nations. Qur whole theory of government, with
the application to it of the law of common senze, justifies the
High School as part of our public school system; inceed, re-
quires it. Persons are not wanting, it is true, who, while ad-
mitting that the State owes the rudiments of an education to
every individual, still claim that it owes no more and ought to
give no more. [ have given youn the answer of the civilized
world to this proposition, but we may as well look at it from
our own point of view. Why do we owe any child anything?
Society, represented by the organized State, owes the child an
education, not on the broad, philanthropic ground thatitis a
child, but because it is a child of the State. It belongs not






