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PREFACE.

FPVLLE greate. part of this little book appeared in the form

of Letters, adilressed to the ** Daily News,” in the months
of August, September and October 1874, Dussia presents
subjeets of the most varied interest to the student of histori-
cal, ethnological, commmercial and political facts.  The anthor
does not flatter himaelf that he has made any serious contriba-
tion to the elucidation of any of these suljects; his aim will
have been amply fulfilled, if he Laz sueceeded i awaking in
any of his renders a desire to visit the scenes deseribed in this
book, or to purzuc still farther the lavge subject of Russian
commerce. A vigitor to the banks of the Volga cannot fail,
at any rate, to bring home the mest agreeable recollections of
a country teeming with interest of every kind, and of friend-
ships formed among the pleasantest and mest cngaging people

in the world.
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