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PREFACE

This bulletin has been preparved in response to frequent cnlls
for literalure on the parl of those inlerested in establishing
township high schools, and those who are sludying the Hinois
type of these schools.  In this second revision we are including
the law lor consalidation of sclhiool distriets,  (See p, 84 ),

We are under obligalions Lo high school authorities for sla-
tistics and pholographs forenished, Thero are many  other
netable buildings in the Stale, bul il is impoessible (o show all in
a brief bulletin like |his, Hence an effort has been made o
select lypical sehools from differenl sections of the state,
Urbana, [, December 2, 18912,

H. A, HoLListen,
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As Americans we are all juslly proud of our svslem of res
public schools, This is irue alile of those who live within (he
influenee of the “ittle red sehool house ot the rural distriet and
of lhose whaose children are cdoeated in the more imposing
strietures which house our eily schools. The infimale relalion
existing between a sucecessful democracy and the inlolligence of
the people who compose it is vow generally recognized. Noone
longer gquestions, therelfore, Lhe eight of laxing all Tor lhe sup-
port of schools,

More and more, as we advance in Lhe experimenl of govern-
ment by the people, do we realize how definitely and inevitably
are the suecess and perpeluily of our free institutions dependent
upon the ellicieney of our schools. No longer is il considered
enough (hal a free citizen be able (o read and wrile, necessary and
lnindomental as are these acquiremends known io he, The in-
ereasing complexifty of the problems confronting us and calling
for clear. intelligent thought on the part of cach individual voler
demands a broader training than this. Equally emphalic and
insistenl is the demand for o knowledge of science and history
which is ealled for in sueccessfully carrying lorward our agri-
cullure, commerce and olber industries in such & way as to
enable us o pravide for the competitions of the Fotore and the
steain npon our productive resolrees which oure rapidly inereas-
ing population is sure to briog.

Putling these lwo demands together we see hal the school-
ing which we should seek to provide for our children ought to
include, at least, that of high sehool grade. Doubtless this will
mean high schoels better adapled lo the lwo purposes of lrain-
ing for cilizenship and for the successful conducl of our indns-
[ries; bul a training which stops short of this in time and extent
can scarcely be expected lo give us intelligence in the applicalion
of principles sufiicien! [or thewise direction of these lweo funda-
mendal aspeels of the fulaee lite of & greal conlinen! leeming
with a vast population of free, self-governing people,
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The idea of a free common elementary school has beeome
generally fixed and recognized, so thal few children in Lhis
country are now so situated (hal, as lar, af least, as the provision
of schools is eoncerned, they may nol have the advaniages of
siteh an edoeation at public cosl, Az regards the free commaon
high school, however, The siluation is not so gralitying. in this
respect our own slate has been somewhat of a laggard as com-
pared with many other slates.

Section 1 of Article V1T of the Gonslitalion of Tllinois, which
is in the nature of a referendum, reads as follows: “The Gen-
eral Assembly shall provide a thorough and efficient system of
free schools, whereby all childeen of Lhis Stale may receive a
good common school educalion.”

A decision of the higher court of the Slate with reference to
this provision (See Russell vs. High School Board of Education,
212-217) declares thal “this section of the Constitulion is both a
mandate 1o the Legislalure and a limitalion upon its power [0
ostablish schools excepl Tor the puepose of a good common
school pducation. Dot a high school for the education of fhe
more advanced pupils is 4 school of the character required by
the Constitubion, Any school district may eslablish and main-
tain a high school depariment.’’

The Legislalure has seen fit 1o leave the establishment of
high sehools lo the option of communilies. This is necessary
on acconnt of the varying condilions in different localities; Lul
this provigion should haedly be construed to mean thal such
schools are nol lo be established in communilies where [hey are
needed and can be supporied. The spieit of the Constitution,
itself the expressed will of the people, as it has been interpreted
by the courts, seems to require that free high schools should
constilute an essential part of cur publie schools wherever prac-
ticable, In other words, it does oot appear thal in Hlineis we are
quite living up to the spiril and meaning of our Constitufional
reqairernents in regard (o free schools of the higher grades.
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Vators Meruops von Pooviorss Fuse Hion Scioons

One reason foe sneh o state of things is that we have nol yel
fully realized the possibilities of the law providing For the or-
ganizalion of township high school disleiets, thus making the
high schaool free for all those olherwise etigible within such ler-
ritory.

Various methods have been leied by the different stales for
praperly disiribuling the cosl of the higher schools s0 as to make
them free to all and yet ab the same tioe disteibote e boeden of
cosl equitably.

In lhoese seclions of the United States where such plans arve
in operation the fact that high schools minister to a larger group
than Lhe local districts in which they are situated seems to be
generally conceded. The high school trains more divectly for
gerviee in the various voealions thao does the elemenlary school,
It is there that the peopls look for the training of those wha are
to become more intelligent and skilled in earrving on the work
of the modern world than is possible in the elenwoniary schools.

In New England the prevailing plan is lo let districls notablo
to support high schools gsend the children who are prepared for
the work to the nearesl high schools and then pay over lo thaose
schools the fnition of all pupils 20 educated. Tn spme cases Lhis
tuition is rebaled to the diztricts paying it out of the siale treas-
ury, thus making il a form of state aid and distributing the cosl
over lhe state ag a whaole,  Such a method can hardly be said fo
be equitable, sinee the distriets already supporting high schools
must also help to pay this tuition,

Another method i thal of a general scheme for siale aid,
Among the states in which this plan ia in vse aro: Maine, Vep-
mont, Massachosetis, Rhode Island, New York, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Virginia, South Carolina, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Norlh
Dakota, kansas, California.  The method is operaled diferently
in differenl staloe buot resulls in the disiribulion fo the high
schools of a speeial suim ol of the state lreasuey, Thus the
burden of local support is lightened by distributing part of the
cost of lhe schools vver the enlire stale.

In a few state, notably RKansas. Nebraska and Nevada. a spe-
cial county high-school tax is levied, thus erealing a connly (und
for disteibulion among the high schools of the county. Ina few
cases county high schools are provided for. This lalter pro-
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vision makes a free high school in the counly for those nol olher-
wise provided for bul il does not distribule The general cost of
all high schools over the counly as does lhe eounty high school
fand,

Tie [hLisors Prax

A fourlh plan is thal of the unton district or fownship high
school, Sixleen states make provision for such schools, and
amony them [Hinois,

By a speeial act of the Legislature in 1867 a township high
school establishad the previous vear al Princeton, Illineis, was
legalized.  This school is still managed under the siame special
acl. and has grown to be one of The greathigh sehools of Lhe stale,
The enrollment lasl year was 370 with 16 teachers employed,
The ministeation of this schaol appears in the faet that the toition
collected from pupilsattending from outside the township district
amounls to aboul $3,000 annnally,

In 1872 a general revision of Hlinols school law was made
and here was included in Lhis o general provision for the estab-
lishment ol township high schools, 1o 1870 the law  was
amended, and again in 1911, The latter amendment, with addi-
tional legislation, is very important and rceally supercedes the
original township law,

Towwsiie Higon Sonoons oF [LLixoR. TARLE oF STATISTICS

Pollowing is a list of lownship high sehools established nun-
der the laws of 1872 and 19U giving dale of pslablishment, initial
cost of building, present rale of levy for all parposes, number of
tuilion pupils and income [rom saine, presenl general condition,
number of leachers employed, folal enrollment, and relative num-
ber of rural pupils envolled:
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