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Soreword.

The Hudson Valley, above all other places in this country,
combines historic and romantic interest with the beauties of
pature. It is one hundred and fifty miles crowded with the
splendors of mountain and forest and river, and replete with
incident and Iegend, To quote George William Curtis: “Its
morning and evening reaches are like the lakes of a dream.”
Everyone who visits New York comes or goes, if possible, by the
river route. Few know much of anything, however, about the Old
Post Road, that one-time artery of travel and trade, whose dust
has been stirred by the moccasin of the Indian and the boot of the
soldier; whose echoes are the crack of the stage driver’s whip
and the whistle of the startled deer; whose bordering hills were
narhed for the wild boar and the wild cat, and along whose edges
are still scattered the interesting relics of a past that the passen-
ger by steamer or rail can never know.

Take it in May or June when all nature is fresh and green,
with fleecy clouds above, and below a bank of wild azalea or an
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