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THE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION OF THE
WALLS OF COLCHESTER.

EY DR, ¥, W, DTNCAN.

“ Our subjeets, Bir,
Will not endure his yoke: and, for ourself
To show less sovereignty thun they, mnost needa
Appeer unkinglike.”
Cymbeline, Act iti., Scene v.

CunozeLin, the Cymbelin of the heroie British traditions,
does mot exist in the verse of the bard sloms, but is pre-
sented to the notice of the student of art, as a patron of
those who earned a lasting reputation by mmnb:nf clas-
sical figures upon the rude coinage of certain nations, deemed
especiaily barbarian by the Romans.

A right regal patron of die-cutters was Cuncbelin the
Trinobantine ; his coinage in pure gold and in bronze, so
familiar to the collectors at Colcheater, has ever excited
admiration, and will ever be a strong and convincing evi-
dence in favour of the view which regards the commonly-
received notions of British civilization as erroneous.

Year after year, both within and without the walls of
Colchester, coins of Cunobelin are turned up from below
the remains of the Roman occupation ; their abundance
was asserted nearly a century ago, end even in these days
of utilitarianiem, the neat inseription upon the solid-locking
money of the British King, is carefully noted and preserved.
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But, occasionally, British coins are dug up in company
with the flint arrow-head and rude fictile ware, denoting a
remoter period of art than that of the time of Cunobelin.
These rude pieces of stamped gold, bronze, and tin, marked
with the efligies of :Em.ntiu—]ain' g horses and chariots, are
recognized, by the numismatist, as attempts at imitation of
the Gallic idea of the Btater introduced by the Phocean
colony at Margeilles. This rude money, in all probability,
puzzled the youthful Cunobelin, quite as much as it did the
modern antiquary ; and when peaco had followed the in-
vasion of Csesar, and had been consolidated by the wisdom
of this greatest British King, the royal wish for a better
coinage, was stimulated by the imcreasing commerce with
Rome.

Artists familiar with the Greek and Roman types of
coins were, therefore, patronized, and the ecurious half-
classical, half-Keltic series inscribed with the nsme of
Cunobelin, apd that of his gily, Camulodunum, resulted.
The name, and occasionally foutures, of the British
monarcl, found themselvesin strange compeny ; and donble-
headed Junuses, Sphinves of ell kinds, together with other
Roman and Grecian outlines, must have execited the wonder
of those who benefited by their circulation.

Although the artists had their faneica and crotehets, and
executed them, still the Xing had his, and he retained cer-
tain types, which are, certainly, not classical —but, never-
theless, are very elegant; thus, the unkamessed horse, the
var of eorn, amd the naked spear-in hand figure of the God
of War, were engraven by the die-cutters. Cungbelin’s
name is not invarisbly placed im full, but Cumo or Cunob
are frequently found upenm hia ooins, and there is another
abbreviation which is as interesting as it is important. The
letters C.AM. are frequently found, and the whole name,
Camuloduno, is upon more than one cein. The classical
acholar is immediately reminded of the Colonia Camuloedu-
num, and of the Boyal City of Camulodunam, conquered by
(laudius in his Trinobantine wer. The Boadicean war, the
assault and destruction of the colony at Camulodunum, and
the Roman viotory, pass across the memory of the historieal
student, and, leaving the memory of the fimst rude eoiners
of the great Cuncbelin, of Claudius, and of the founders of
the Colonia far behind, the mind wanders past the age of
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persecution and straggling Christianity, to the date when
the British Church sent its representatives to Arles and
Bardica, and when the Bishop of Colonia Camulodunum
signed his name protesting against the Denatists,

The Antiquary recoguizes, in the modern Colchester, the
ancient Colonia Camulodunum, and revels in the inex-
haustible stores of Roman remsins, with which the city
teems; he traces the ruined ville, the great roads, and the
remaing of camps; the cinerary urns, in long and dismal
rows, are noted down, the inseribed slab and stone are be-
fore him, and the thousands of fractured pieces of fictile
ware, and the large aud solid tiles, give evidenoe of the art
and industry of the local clay wor orkers, The huge walls of
the town, the remains of the gates, the mosaic and common
tesselatod pavements, aud the endloss variety of coins, have
still to be described; and it will be found that, if the
student of Archemology will submit to study d.etm.ls and fto
leave theory for a future period, no better srens for his ex-
ertions can be found, than that of Colchester.

Camulodunum fell beneath the attack of an Emperor—no
small honour—and Claudiue made the most of his conquest.
The elegant historian, who devoted of his annals to
British affairs, must be followed -to diseover the effects of
Roman pride and Britigh despair, and to learn the fate of
the Colonia. Boadicea stands forth on the stage of history,
and the esstern tribes of Britain are ripe for rebetlion.

Early in the struggle, the Toeni—the inhabitants of what
is now the distriet comprised by Buffolk, Huntingdon, Cam-
bridge, and Norfolk—formed s league, and sttacked the
Propretor, Pablius Ostorius. They were defeated, and the
Roman (General turned his attention to the West of Britain.
Camulodunum, the spoil of Claudius, waa the poinf d’ appus
asttmmumtheaast by fmrta:?mglt, ar by placing 2
large bodyoftmopathm'a,ha oould keep the Toeni in check,
and move himself to the scene of his intended campsaign.



[ THE MISTORY 4ND DESCRIFTION

A colony, supported by a strong . body of veterans, was
stationed, therefore, on the lands conquered from the enemy.
Tacitus remarks that the garrison would be able fo overawe
the insurgents, and give to the Allied States a specimen of
law and civil polity.

Ostorius died under fatigne and anxiety, and Aulus
Didius, Veranius and Suetonius succeeded, in turn, to the
command in Britain ; nunder the last the revolt of Boadicea
occurred, and the eritical reader may observe, in the des-
eription given by Tacitus, in his 14th book of the Annals
that Camulodunum was not, as yet, surrounded by a wall.
It may be quoted as follows:—¢ What chiefly fired the in-
dignation of the Iceni and Trinobantes, was the conduct of
the veterans, lately placed 28 2 colony, at Camulodunum.
These men treated the Britons with cruelty and oppression ;
thoy drove the nafives from their habitations; and,
them by the opprobricus names of slaves and uaptwes, added
insult to their tyrammy. In these aets of oppression, the
veterans were supported by the common eoldiers, a sct of
men, by their habits of hfa, trained to liceniionsness, and,
in their turn, expeeting to reap the advantages of a voterun,
The temple built in honour of Clandius, was another cause
of diseontent. Tb the eyes of the Britons, it seemed the
citadel of eternal slavery. The priests appointed fo officiate
at the altars, with s preiended zeal for religion, devoured
the whole substance of the eountry. To over-run a celony
which lay quite naked and exposed, without a single forti-
fication to defend it, did not appear to the incensed and
angry Britons, an enterprise that threatened either danger
or difficulty,” The fact was, the Roman (renerals attended
to improvements of taste and elegance, but neglected the
useful, They embellished the province, and took no care
to defend it. Bo says Tacitus. 'We all know what fol-
lowed. The Romans shut themselves np in the Temple of
Claudius, which was taken by storm, after a siege of two
days, and the ruin of the colony was complete. Eight
hundred and sixty years after the above-mentioned occur-
rences, we find, in the S8axon Chroniele, that Eadward the
elder, son of Alfred the Great, erected two fortresses at
Hertford, and one at Witham, and that the Danes, who had
held Essex for 30 years, suffering a defeat at Wigmore,
were, in their turn, besieged by the Bexons of Essex, Kent,



