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HISTORY OF THE ILLINOIS STATE MUSEUM OF
NATURAL HISTORY.

{A paper presented at the Plitsburgh Meeting of the Amerlean Assoclation of Mussoma. )

PREFACE.

The work of bringing the following material together has not bees
done in the spirit of idle inguiry into things of small moment but for
the purpose of learning of events which have had valuable results.

There is a dearth of records concerning the Museum, For long
periods of years no catalogues were made. The catalogues that were
begun within the last thirty years have not been made complete. But
few curator’s reports have ever been published.

The facts presented have been found in the “State Laws,” “(Geo-
logical Survey Reports,” in two "Curator’s Reports,” in letters and
from conversation with people acquainted with the institution,

If the history of a dozen or more like institutions in the country were
written there would doubtless be presented facts which would be of
valuable service to those institutions and render them more capable of
eficiently carrying cut the purpose of their foundation,

A. R. Crook,
June 12, 1907
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HISTORY OF THE ILLINOIS STATE MUSEUM OF NATURAL
HISTORY.

The existence of the Illinois State Museum of Natural History, may
be said to begin with the enactment of a law in February, 1851, es-
tab‘ljishing a State Geological Survey. The 4th section of the law
reads:

"It shall be the doty of sald geologlst to procure and preserve a full and
entire su it of the dtlterenr.aponlmm found in the Stete and cause them to be
delivered tuthoﬁumrhrr State, who shall cause them to be properly ar-
rangad in binet, and deposited in some apartment in, or convenlent to, the
capitol. Bmd suft shall be suficlently large to furnish speclmens to all in-
ptitations of lﬂrninz within the State, empowered to confer degrees in the
arts and sciences.”

Thus the history of the Museum covers a period of fifty-six years,
At first it was conducted as a part of the geological survey, but for the
last thirty years as an independent institution, although by the law of
1877, which estahhshed the Museum upon a separate basis, it was pro-
vided that the curator “perform the Acts which are or may be required
by law of the State Geologist.”t

Geology was the science that led to the establishment of-the Museumn
and that caused its vigorous growth. The other sciences such as
zoology, botany and archaeology have been secondaty, chronologically
and materially. But in later vears their importance has increased,

The first man to be chosen as State Geologist, was a doctor of
medicine, J. G. Norwood,] a native of Indiana, who was thought by
the committee fo meet the requirements of the law to the effect that
the appointee be a “geologist of known integrity and praclical skifl.”

Dr. Norwood had been assistant geologist under D. D. Owen, on a
geological survey of lowa, Wisconsin and Minnesota, and had just
written a report which was his most extensive work either before or
after that time. It covered 205 quarto pages, was illustrated with
drawings and plates, and gave a deseription o the gealogy of a portion
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of Minnesota and of the western shores of Lake Superior. Previous

to that time he had published a geological report on Chippewa Falls,

Wisconsin (54 pages), and a description of an Echinoderm ( )
In ‘55 he published three articles (34 pp.) on fossils and in '57 an
“Abstract of Report dn Illinois Coal,” with geological map of Tilinois.
106 pp.

: For fu)ll list see below.*

Norwood began his work July 29, 1851, and in the fall of the year
employed two young men as assistants. One of them, Anthony Var-
ner, died shortly after; but the other, A. H. Wﬂrthen, was connected
with the work for many years, and at his death was one of the most
widely known geologists in the State.

Norwood considered it to be of prime i nce to assemble ma-
terials with which to work, and for this end n to form a museum.
He savs, “a rich and extensive collection of minerals and organic re-
mains was made during that season (1851) and the ensuing winter was
devoted to arranging them.”}

Collecting was continued so vigorously in 's2 that in ’53, Norwood

says (ibid p. 12): “The collection of rocks, minerals organic re-
mains made for the State is large and vnluable For the ma
collection of fossils made during the survey, it is particularly indebted
ts Mr. Worthen, whose industry and zeal cannot be too highly praised.”

In confirmation of his op:mnn that as far as carboniferous fossils are

_concerned the collection is ‘unequalled in this country,” Norwood
sents a letter] from D. D, Owen,§ dated New Harmony, Indiana, I.'Il.
19, 1853, in which Owen says:

“Regpecting the collections made on the Illlnols SBurvey, which I bave in-
apected, 1 have to state that I consider it the finest collection ever mads in
the same length of tlme, on any survey that has come within my notlee
* * # The collection 18 both rich in minerals and fossile: some of rare
beauty and perfectlon * = * "

f 'IM J. G Norwood apd D D. Owen. Deseription of Echincderm from St
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1874. Ahstract of notes on Madlson county. Geo. Bur. Mlssourl, report 187874,
Vol. T. |'-|'r 871-37%,  Jefforson City.

+ Norwood, “Report of Progress of the State Geological SBurver' 1888, p. 8.
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