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Foreword

The foHowing report represents an investigation into the conditions
of the fecble-minded in New York City made by Dr. Anne Moore for
the Public Education Association. Thia Associstion transmittted the
report to the State Cherities Aid Association with a request that
further inguiry be mede and some action taken. Accordingly, cn
April 21, 1911, the Htate Charities Aid Asscciation organized a
Special Committee on Provision for the Feeble-minded. Thie com-
mittee publishes the report of Dr. Moore. In giving publicity to the
data set forth in the report the committee hopes to re-emphesize the
fuct that the feeble-mdnded are & growing danger and burden to
society and that esgregation can not only stop their reproduction
but can aleo nearly extinguish their rece. The committee proposes
to collect further data and throogh legisiation to provide means of
completer eegregation.
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THE ARMY OF BORROW
Maky Brrir Kmerame

THERE ARE AT LEAST 200,000 PROKOUNCEDLY FEEBLE-MINDED PERSONE IN THE
UNITED STATES. OF THESE 18,000 ARE INMATES OF ATLMSHOUSES WHILE ONLY
18,000 AEX CARED FOR IN SPECIAL INSTITUTIONS —Fernald

MEN of victorious cities, aglow with the heat of the strife,

Man of the bountiful country, alert and throbbing with life,

Fathers of bright-eyed deughters, mothers of atalwart somas,

Hark to the host of the vanquished, marching with lowerad guns.

For we are the Army of Borrow, living, yot worse than dead,

Saddest of all God’s creatures, from whom His light has fed.

The guilt of the mighty cities hes doubled cur teeming ranks,

But many a sun-lit valley sends stragglers at our flanks,

From village and town snd prairie o'er the length and bremdth of our land
Are gathered the thousands on thousands, whe make up our pitiful bamd.
O God, ean ye leave us lomger, ue who are guiltless of sim,

Or rest for a single moment till each loat shewp iz within!

Gray-haired, yet catching at sunheama; of age, yet playing with toys;
You house ua with tramps and drunkards, growd man and man-grown boys.
Lured by each wuyward impitlse, bereft of the power of contrel,

Yet placed in a world of demons ready to snateh at our soml,

O Bisters, think of us wamen, childrem in innosence,

Yet mothers of fatherless bables, victims of foul offense.

Oh, the pangs thet we must sufer, the anguish at their birth,

Hunted, and mocked, and branded the outensts of the earth.

Haved only the bitter kmowledge that by sn irom law

Our children, and their childven, muost carry the self-ame flaw.

(t Brothers who hold the purse strings in cach of the kindred states,
Whe vote vaet suma for highways, and decking of the gates,

It you luid the wealth of the nation in payment at cur feet,

The debt to our lost manhood you still would fzil to meet.

Yot oow but & handiul of ua aro guerded with zenlous cars,

While the rest, lika a fostering ulear, on our sountry’s breast He bare,
If Love and fleet-foot Pity knock vainly at your door,

Bhall Fear and Worldly-Wisdom wot spur you on the moret

We ask for broad, green furm-lends, the sunshine that we love,

With stillnesa brooding o'er us Jike the wings of a mesting dove;

To taste the jove of labor on the Iap of the kindly enrth

And to prove, though maimed and halting, our lives may yet hava worth.
Wa pray that each low ember you gently, wisely fan

Till each of us reach his messure of likeness to & man.

Your reward? May it not be the Vision thet im our wrecked bodies of clay
A Christ-child was growing in wisdom and stature from day umto day?

—Reprinted from The Survey of Hoy 8, 1011,






“ Peeble-mindedness produces more peuperism, degeneracy and
erime than eny other one foree. It towches every form of cheritable
activity. It is fel in every part of our land. It affects in some
way all our people. Ifa coet is beyond our comprehension. It is
the uneppreciated burden of the umfortunate. It iz a burden we are
compelied to bear; therefore let ne besr it intelligently to the end
that the chain of evil may be lessened, the wesk cered for, and the
foture made brighter with hope becanse of our efforts,”

Awoeg W. Burree, Conf, Char. & Cor. 1207,



