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INTRODUCTION.

Tor following pares ave published from the original manu.
scripts, obtatned a low years ago,in Bouth Caroling, by the late
Fdward D. Ingraham, Esq., of thiz city, from the family of
HMenry Laurens, President of Congress during a part of our
Revolutionary War,

Shortly after the formation of owr Society, of which Mr.
Tngrabam was an carly and active member, he complicd with
our Tequest that he would edit them with o view to their pub-
lication as cur first work, and the work had nearly been com-
pleted when his sudden and lamentod death, on the Sth of
November, 1304, put a stop to it

For pearly five months after his deceasc the manuscripts
were mislaid, and we had concluded to present the work in an
imperfect form, when they were discovered in the begiuning of
this month.

The imperfections that will be discovered in the Appendix,
are owing to the fact that some of the papers in the colleetion

are lost and others mutilated.

April, 1855,
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MR. DEANE'S NARRATIVE.

Srr: T beg leave to remind Congress of my having soveral
times meotioned to Lthem, in my letters desiring an awdicnes,
that my detention was very prejudicial bo my private affairs, as
well as that it might tend to embarrass or prevent the scttle-
ment of those of the public, which my zudden departure from
France obliged me to leave without heing adjusted and elosed,
The prejudicc resulling from this delay | now hope will be
[ully compersated, from the ample time it has afforded for
making the maost minute and serupalons eximination into every
part of my public conduet, both in Rurope and Awerica.

In Augnst lnst, when T had the honor of being heard by
Congress, T expressed my desive of knowing il objections had
been made to any part of my conduet whilst in their sorvice,
ond il any, what they were. D'revicus o the entering om 3
general narmafive, T take the liberty to mention in a fow words
the ressons which induced me to make that request.

T set ont for Furope, intrusted with the political and com-
mercinl agency of these States, and in the month of December
following received a commission from Congress appointing me
one of their commissioners at the Court of Versailles, by which
my former commission was superseded, and a person appointed
to the commereial agency in my room. From the tune of my
leaving my native country in March, 1776, to the 4th of March,
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13 MR, DEANE'S NARRATIVE.

1778, T had reason to flatter myself that my conduct had been
such as to moct with the approbation of my honorable eonstitu-
ents; and though the resolution of Congress of the 8th Decem-
ber, 1777, which I was then for the frst time made acquainted
with, and the letter which inclosed it expressed nothing to the
gontrary, vet, sensible of the extremely difficult situation in
which T had been placed previous as well as subsequent to the
arrival of my collengues; of the varicly of transactions, peliti-
eal and commaoreial, in which on account of these States T had
becn engaged, and koowing that L had been so unfortunate as
lo have enemies at Paris and al Nastes who froquently wrote
to Ameries, I thought wysell warranted to suspoet that mis-
reprosentations had beew made, either with design to injnre me,
or through ignorsuce and misappichension. My venemble
friend and colleague, Dr, Trunklia, had tho same snspicions, as
his letters before Coneross show,

Altheush the dispatehes just before sent ous by Mr. Simeon
Deanc and Captain Courtor were sulliciont to inform Congress,
gomerally, of “he siate of affuds e Burops,” yel my disposition
to pay the most ready and fmplicit ebedience to the orders of
Congress on overy oceasion, with a desire to know in what
light my conduct had been represented, provailed over overy
other consideration, and 1 left Pariz the last of March in the
manter, and under the eircutnstanees which 1 shall hereafier
reluti:

Bhortly after iy werival T had, from many incidents needless
to repeat; Teasons do conclude that my former suspiclons werc
not altogether groundless, and therefore that the reguest 1 mads
wad proper, and such 4@ my situation reguired. I therefore
made it aml was Lappy to find that no objections were made
to my conduct, or exceptions talen to any part of the narrative
I then had the honor of delivering to Congresa,

A3z several months bave sinee elapsed, in which time those:
in Furope as well a3 America (if there are any) who have
really entortained unfavorable suapicions, have had ample time
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to make the strictest serutiny into every part of my public
transactions, I confidently rely on the justice of Congress that
if any charges or representations have been made to them
against my character or conduct as the agent and commissioner
of thess States, they will order the same to be communieated
to me, and give me an opportunity of moking my answer. In
the mean time, in obedience to the orders of Congress, T pro-
ceer to lay befors them a briel narrative of all my transactions
from my leaving Amerien in March, 1778, to this Lime,

In the menth of Decernber, 1773, soon aller Congress ap-
pointed the honorable Messrs, Frankling Harrison, and others
their Committee for Sceret Correspondence, application was
made to me by Dr, Franklin and others to roccive o commission
and to transact certain affairs, political as well as commercial,
in Europe, but more particularly in France, T accopted their
propesals without hesitation and prepared for the voyage, and,
having wrote in general terms 1o my brother and family in
Connectiout, that T had uadertaken a long jonrney on affairs
Lo mrgent to permil qne to pay thein a ¥isit before my setting
onl, and hiaving riven rencral direntions as to my private affairs,
I roeeived from the Committee, on the 24 day of March, 4 com-
mission and instructions, which T beg leave here to read (M. 1),

On the 5th I left Philadelphiz in o veszel bound to Dordeaux,
which met with an aceident at sez and was obliged to return
into port.

I embarlkeed again on board & sleop bound for liermuda, and
sailed the beginning of April. T arrived the 24th of the month,
and having, pursuant to my instrustions, chartered a sloop for
France, left that island the 4th of May, having written to the
Secret Uommittee an account of my proceedings, and the ob-
gervations T had made,

I arrived a2t Bordenux on the 6th of Juns following, in full
expectation of finding several vessels there which the Committee
had encouraged me should be sent out with cargoes to enable



