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PREVACE,

“ 8ketches from Life™ iz wruly the
deseviption of these Tales.  * Father
A’ Bstélan’ is founded on a historical fact
nearly two lundred years old, The rest
have all fallen within my own coguizance
in regard to their leading  ineidents,
thoueh I have taken liberties in the
mode of their presentment, lor various
reasons, and especially for purposes of
disguise, in consideration of the feclings
of persons who might otherwise detect
the originals of my portraits. In almost
all eases, however, the subjects of these

shotehes arve dead; and several have left
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11. PREFACE.

no survivors whose feelings are in any
dangoer,

Most of these tales appeared, under
the same title, in o weekly newspaper
of small eireulation n few years azo,
They were contributed on the express
understanding  that they should remain
my property, and be re-issued il 1 should
think fit. The time for their republica-
tion appears to have arvived; and I hope
that their simple and accuvate truth of
representation of chavacter and conduct
may impart to them o quality of interest
which may sceure their spivited publisher
from anxiety or vepentance on aceount
of an enterprise plowned at his express
request.

H. MARTINEAU.
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TIHE BRIDE.

“1 must be off[" sad John Cros-
land, rising from the carly tea-talle,
in a Jannary evemng of forty years
ago.  “The epnch will be in in hall
an hour. ™

“An! 1 hope you will be at the

cosch door when it stops,” sid lus
mother.  “Tt s not weather for
Aones to manage Tor Lemsell o the
> oinn yard,  Bo, geb yon goue, my

Ly | —8tay, you may as well

carry my old clogk over o
P rann




