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HISTORY
or THE

HIGH STREET BAPTIST CHURCIL

ORISIN OF THE BAFTISTE IN OEHABLESTOWHN,

The earliest account of the Baptists in
Charlestown iz in 1665, when 'Fhomas
Gould, Thowas Osborne, and some others,
separated themselves from the Flirst Parish
Chureh, as it appears, on the following
grounds : —% 1. Because of Infant Bap-
tism. 2. Their allowing of none but
stuch as had human leamning to be in the
ministry. 8. Their severe dealing with
those of & contrary judgment from them-
selves.” “Hubbard says that ‘Thomas
Gould, and some of the rest, were men of
a grave and serious apirit and sober con-
versation.”"”* 'They then embodied them-

S—

* 4 Hintory of the Finsl Church, Chatlestows.”
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selves into a church, “ covenanting to wall
together in all the dppointrments of their
Lord and Master, so far as he should be
pleased to make known his mind and will
unto them by his word and Spirit."

'This proceeding waa denounced by the
¢ivil autherities, and those engged in it
were looked upon as disturbers of the pub-
lic peace. 'They were summoned to aps
pear before the magistrates at different
times, and suhjected to disfranchiscment,
fines, and other annoyances of the intole=
rant spirit then preveiling. ‘'The General
Court ordered somie of them to depart from
their jurisdiction, on pain of fmiprisonment §
but it would seem without the desired
effect, as i is recorded that some of them
were confined in the jail at Beston for
nearly & yoar.

This little band embraced individuals of
like views in some of the neighboring
towns, and in 1668 consisted of about
twenty members. For fourteen years they
held their meetings in dwelling houses,
ot Charlestown, Boston, and other places,
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the zealous vigilance of the authorities
rendering it impossible to assemble in a
public manner. Mr. Gould appears to
have acted as teacher or pastor until 1675,
when he died, and was succeeded in that
relation by Isasc Hull, Jobn Russell, and
John Miles.

In 1678, a more tolerant spirit prevail-
ing, the church erected a house of worship
in Boston, and became permanently located
there as the First Baptist Church.

FIRST AED SECOND BAPTIST CEUROHES.
More than a hundred years elapsed, after
this removal, beforc another attempt was
made to form a Baptist Church in Charles-
town., In August, 1800, in the First Parish
Chureh, it was moved *that the Society
take into serious consideration the obviouns
necessity of erecting another house for
public worship, ard use their influence to
effect the same.” The motion was unan-
imously adopted, and a committee appoint-
ed to devise means to carry it into effect.
The commitiee reported in faver of en-
couraging the Baptist brethren in building
1! F
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the contemplated house. The latter, con-
gidering this as a favorable opportunity,
and ag indicating the will of Providence,
nndertook the entsrprise; and, a lot of
land having been offered them by Oliver
Holdan, it was accepted, A meeting was
held at Mr. Holden's houss, Beptember
16th, 1800, comprising all the brethren in
Charlestown, who then associated theme
selves together for the purpose of forming
a Chureh and building a house of worship.

In October, E800, the Meeting-House®
was eommenced, and, notwithstanding the
Church were somewhat disappointed in
receiving expecied aid, it was faished and
dedicated in the following May.

Rev. Toowas Warenmaw, the first pas-
tor, was installed Oct Tth, 1502, but retain-
ed the pastoral charge only pight months.

Rev. WinLrax CoLrizg, the second pas-
tor, commmenged his labors on the 18th of
April, 1804, and was publicly installed on
the 3d of May following. Hbe retained his
conneetion fifteen years and four months,

-

* The bouse gow ocrupled by the Firsl Mathodin Charek.
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In 1809, Mr, Oliver Holden, who was
largely interested in the pecuniary affairs
of the Boclety, and a few other individuals,
having embraced some peculiar religions
views, requested and olbtained dismiseion
to form & Becond Church. This move-
ment was productive of much temporary
trial ; and the Society, finding themselves
mable to meet the demands uwpon the
Meeting-Elouse, relinquished it (o Mr. Hol-
den, he agreeing to release them from fur-
ther liability. _

It now became neccssary to build another
house of worship; and, aided by the dona-
tions of benevolent individuals, the Society
were enabled to erect a convenient house,
of brick, on Austin Street, which was
dedicated Sepiember 23d, 1810.

Another Baptist Church was formed in
the early part of 1805, Mr. Walter Balfour,
formerly a preacher of the Church of Scot-
land, then a Haldaneist and a Congrega-
tionalist, was baptized by Mr. Collier, but
did not unite with the Church. Shortly
after, several individuals seceded from the



