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PREFACE.

Mone than nine years ugo I seb sail {or fav-off China,  Sivee then the
city of Wuchang-fu, six hundred miles up the grest Yang-tse-kiang,
has been my home.

When 1 arrived there, how extraordinary the little pig-tailed hovs
and small-footed girls looked to me, and how much 1 wished to be
able to understand them when they were chattering awny to cach
ofher in words which sounded so stvanoe to me!

After a while T learned to speil Lo Lhem in ther own ]nng[\:{.gre,
They would follow e in Jarze numebers wlong the nwrvow streets, and
gather Tound me wonderingly ns T sut doww on the green slopes of
their eity wall. By-and-by some of themn eame to onr sehacls, and

became very well known to me,

Many Chinese ehildren have pad me constant visits af the
Mission House, the sick eoming for medienues, the poor and those who
were in trouble for veliel and cowdart. Mot a fow wha were well and
strong came also with their relatives o ourka fricudly calls, and look
at the strapge things that were to ke foura i o foreigues’s " honse

I have sojourned with Chinese chaldren in their own hitle cottaces
among the mountaing, anud travelled with the boatmen’s Tumilics aceross
some of the great Chinese lakes, and down the beead over.

Some of thew T bave visited B their anciend homes, surrounded
by lofty whitewashed walls, looking very cloomy outside, aud very
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comfortless within, notwithstanding much grandeur of carved wood
and painting.

The acquaintance of other children has been made as they cronched,
Lalf starved with cold and hupger, within the [rail mat shed which
they called home. Many = tallk T have lhad with their mothars
about our children; and the better I knew them the more earnestly
T longed Lo do them good and make them Lappy. And now T want
you to becowe aequainted with thoss Chinese children too,

You cannot zll toke the long jowrney to China, so T will tell
you something of what T have seen, and write out for you the
stories of a few of my yoauy Chinese friends.  Whon you lave read
the Bboolk, T trust that, keowiky much more about China's children,
vou will wish to do more than veu have ever done belore Lo make
them as bhappy as vou ar.

Shoutd this be so, T shall feel very thankful and gled that T have

told you a little of what T have seen and heard iu the great land
of China.

Mamy IsaprLia BLy=ox.
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