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OLD GLASGOW.

By “NESTOR."

JOHN TWEED, Puersner, GLASGOW
MDOOCLEINY, 3



“We might have sat, as we have often done, by onr fireside,
andl talk'd whela nighte away—old times, old friends, and old events
recalling, with many a cirenmetanoe of trivial note to memory dear,

and of importance grown,
Craprya Lasm™
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PREFACE.

“ PORSAN ET MAEC OLIM MEMINISE JUVAEIDL"

Tuese notices of Glaggew In the beginning of the nineteenth century
were written for amusoment at spare moments of 2 somewhat Dusy
life. They were suggested by the late John Buchanan, Esquire,
Banker, who lived to revise some of the earlier sheets, They
appoared from time to time in the Glesgow Mereld wnder the
appropriate designation of “Raumiixe RecoupEcitons”  Being
writhen ot intervals, they may cccasionally repeat incidents, A
desire has been expressed to collect and re-publish the notes in a
separate form, with which the writer has reluctantly complied.

Izt January, 1550,
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RAMBLING REGOLLECTIONS

OF GLASGOW.

No. 1.

= HE writer of these notes was barn in Dunlop Strect (or
Dunlap Street as it was called) in the last century.
Soon afterwards his residence was rewoved to Glass-
ford Steeet, inn large tenement on the east side near the
Lotbon,

The changes he has witnessed on his native eity during
his life-time are scarcely credible.  These have been clironi-
cled by others to some cxtent alveady, but in reflecting on the
|mst, any minor polnts spring up in Lhis memory which are
probably worth preserving.  Under this impression the
writer (nndey the signature of f Neator") ventures to jot
down o few things which may inferest citizens, capecially
those of olden time.

The tepement in Glassford Street in which * Nestor”™
resided, and several other “lands"” or tencments, were vrected
by B Horn, an eminent builder, who opened the strect in
1792, He purchased Shawfiehl House and grounds from
Mr. CGlassford, known as the great Tobaceo Land, My,
Horn alaso boiit Horn's Court, between St Enoch Squore
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and Jamaica Screst, and lad a ecountry residence at Horn
Banlk, a litile to the enst of Govan, on the river side.  DMr,
David Crawford mmvied a daaghter of My, Horn, and
vegided in the first floor of the tenement in which # Nestor”
vesided.  Mr, Crawford was long chairman of the Poor
Apgsegament Doavd.  As such, he was Precepior, and had
the managiment of the hoepital ov poorshonse then in
Clyde Bteeet. Thiz was a vory comfortaldo mansion, with
shrubbery in front  Mr Crawford daily visited thiz estab-
lishment, which had about one hundred very aged and infirm
male and {fomale inmaces,  The poor children—grenerally
orphang—numbael abond a seove of girls and boys. On
Habbatha ther walked in prosession in plain and very neat
warbs to atiend divine service im the Colfege Church, the
minigber of which at that time being Dr. Lockhait, the father
of Jobhn Twckhard, son-in-law and Mogeaphor of Sir Waller
Seott.  When inwsdes dted inihe hogpical Lheie inlerment
wag in the Ilich Church ground, north side, called * the
poor's ground,” nud all the inmates, dressed 1n black cloaks,
followed a very plain bearsee  The only lunalic asylum at
that time wag a house beliind the Tiospital, wheve some Bal-
dozen were in confinement,  There were a fow slits with
iron coverings on the swall fronting the Ropework Lane. It
was melanchioly, in pasgsing the neiglhowrheod, to hear e
cries and shrieks of the oo ITnoatics,  For this TOHHOLL, forwyr
people carcd to pass thai woy, and young folk ran with
acceelerated =peed lest a madman mizht escape and rend them.
Popularly, this asylum waz known as “ The Bhells™ (cells).
It may be Lers noticed that Bfe Cewald, the proprictor of
the adjacent rope-work, had his btown rvesidence there,
embellished with the figure of a rope end out on o stone
frieze, still to be seen.  Mr Oswald was subsequently well
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known in the political world, and became a member of
Parliament for Glasgow. Alr. Horn, afore-mnentioned, had
no family, and hiz large estare passed to a brather, a farmer
in Perthshirve, and whe died at his vesiderce, at the Dridge-
of Allan. A younger =an was Mue, Robert Horn, advoeate,
digtinguishod for his great taste for aml enconmgement of
the Fine Arls, and who became Dean of the Faculty of Adve-
cates.  In tha early pecied of the century Spreulls Land
was one of the sights of (lasgow.  Blrangers were taken to
sec its spiral staircase, which even yed i3 an oiject worthy of
nolice,  Dessrs. Bprenll, father and eon, the proprietors,
were long Clanndberlaing of tha eity, and hed their public
ofticez in a small brtlding Legind 4he fromd land. Allerwands
the office was removed to, and for a time kept in, an upper
flat of a tenement on the south of the Trongate beiwesn the
Ol and New Wynds,

At the foot of the west slie of Glassford Streel was an
ancient mansion in which was the Ship Dank (now merged
in Ll Toion Bandk), Tl was alzo the towne-hooze of Robert
Carrick, the cashisr and et peopriclor ol the Bask, A
considerable distance beyondl to the nortd wag o Leick wall
enclosing a ereen.  Within this wall were gome rewnains of
the rains of Slawficld or Glazsfond Honse, will same aged
trees, also the modern soacli-houseand staliles of M Clarrick,
and his hay stack, Ouéside the wall the side path was in
causeway, amld net et paved.  Ow the cast siide of che street
wore shops ap to Wilson Street, but few beyouwd, and on the
west stde Galloway™s Conrt, m which there wers the oflices
of some legal firma,  The great monntncturing howss of Jobn
MIlwham had their establisfiment in s teneinent on the east
side of the street, whicl afterwards for a time waz nsed as
the Post Ofhice.  The Trades' Hall, then the only public



