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Tre enterprising proprietors of the “Ln-
eyclopmedia Dritannica™ requested the late
Lord Mavavray to prepare the article on
“Washington,” for the new Edition of that
Work now m course of publication. His
other engagements prevented his comply-
mg with their request, and thinking alzo
that it would, on some accounts, be de-
sirable that the memoir of Washington
ghould be written by a countryman, he
advized the Messre Brace to apply to me.
Thiz they did in the month of Mareh,
1859, expressing the wish that the article
ghould be furnished to them in Edio-
burgh, in the month of October last
Though much occupied with previous
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engagements, and otherwise not favor-
ably situated for cheerful mental effort,
I thought it my duty to comply with
the request of the Messre. Brack, re-
gretting, however, that the time allowed
me — besides  constant  interruptions —
was too short to admil of careful re-
scarch among the original materials for
a life of Washington.

In fact, T lecl that some apology is
due to the publie, for attempting to com-
press into the narrow compass of a vol-
ume like this a career like that of
Washington, which las been so0 fully
treated in the great national works of
Marsnarr, Searks, and Invina. It will,
however, 1 think, be generally felt to
have been desirable, that a comprehen-
sive memoir of our illustrious Country-
man should be prepared by an American
writer, for a work like the * Encyclopadia
Britannica,” and a republication in this
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country follows as a matter of coursc.
The purpose for which the memoir was
written will, 1 trust, sufficiently account
for the necessary condensation of the
narrative ; for the omission of many facts
of importance, and for the superficial
staternent of others: as also for the oe-
casional mention of what is f(amiliar lo
every American, but which may need
explanation to the Kurepean reader,

The historical materials of the follow-
ing pages have been mamnly derived
from the standard works alveady allud-
ed to, in which iz contained every-
thing of importance authentically known
of the life and career of Washington.
Diligent search among oflicial papers
and _private letters will no doubt throw
further licht on matters of detail, espe-
cially as far as his domesiic life iz con-
cerned ; but it is hardly to be expected
that anything will be added to our
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knowledge of important events. To Mr
Searks I am under especial obligations.
No one can have oceasion to write or
to speak on the life of Washinglon,
however compendiously, without finding
constant ocension fo repeat the acknowl-
edgment of Mr. Tevive, who justly places
him “among the greatest benelactors of
our national literature.”

I regret that the valuable work of
Mr, Bessox J. Lossivg, entitled ¢ Mount
Vernon and its Associations” was mnot
published till the following memoir was
nearly completed, and it wus conse-
quently not In my power fo make as
much use as I could have wished of
the stores of informnation contained in
it. The smme remark applies to the
“ Recollections and Memoirs of° Wash-
ington,” by the late Mr. G. W. Parks
Custis, of which the oxcellent edition
by Mr. Lossixe appeared too late to



