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The above is the titls of the pamphlet slready referved to in onr
strictores upon the London Quarterly Journal of Prophesy. Thers
are several vulnerahla positions, assemed hy the compiler of its
pages, which it is remarkalle the reviewers have not seized npon
in demonstration of the mpposed unseriptural conslosions it con-
tairie. Bu oritical orthodor ignorance bas been the compilar's
safety. “Theology™ has blinded the eyes of '‘the minisiry " so
thét they cannot see afar off. “Divines,” thgrefore, being in the
dark, and the people being led by tham, it is “like pricsts, like
poople ;77 all are in the fog, and the errors of The Coming Struggle
bhave escaped detection.

In the following pages this renowned pamphlet is not reproducad
88 it came from the Edinhurgh press. I have expurgated it of
what I consider its nntensble assumptions, and n so doing have
converted it into & brochure properly my own. The original
pamphlet undertock to present my views of the next fifteen years.
But no one can present the views of another with safficient precision
to satisfy the original thinker. *The Coming Struggle” does not
&afisfy me. I have therefore revised and corrected it, as well as I
could without re-writing the whole. I have made three hundred
and twelve corrections on the thirty-two pages, which have mate-
rially altered the sense of the compilation in many places. I .
should not, howeyer, have presomed to do this, bot for the peculinr
relation I mustain to the original.

T am not able to say who the artist is that has undertoken to
work up my published ideas of things into “The Coming Btruggle.”
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Bome have stiled him the learned Dy. Cumming; others, “the
eloquent Mr. Wylie !’ others, “a journeyman printer in Edin-
burgh ;” others again, “s disciple of Dr. Thomas' &e. Be he
whom he may, he must ba greatly sstonished at the suocess of his
doings. Seventy-three thousand sterling six-penges must have
afforded him a wonderfol profit on the copy of Elpis Israsl, out of
which he fabricated his pages. I should heve no particular ob-
jection to inheriting & dividend ; but hitherto the cass has strictly
fulfilled the saying, that “One sowe and another reapa® Batg
perhaps good has been sccomplished notwithstanding the errors.
In this, therefore, I rejoices; buihnpathtmmuafthﬂmgmnl
masy be sold after this revise shall appear in Britain.

JOHN THOMAS,
Mott Harcen, Westchester, N. ¥., June 24, 1853.
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THE

COMING STRUGGLE

AMONG

THE NATIONS OF THE EARTH.

(Toronts, (753)

Never was there & time in the past history of the world when
such & terrible snldl universal excitement provailed regarding
political affairs, as st this moment exists in the social mind.
“Wherever we turn, or into whatsoover socisty we enter, the same
restless anxiety is apparent, the same question passes from circls
to cirels and from friend to friend, but no reply comes forih to
cheer or satiefy the alarmed interrogators. “What i sbout to
happen?” is murmured in all the sssemblies of men; and
whether the sound floats aloog the noble halls of the grest,
vibrates ameng the rafiers of the straw-roofed cottage, or wanders
through mazes of tobaeco smoke in a village alv-house, echo ooly
_ answers, What! Conjectures, indeed, are made and opinions

delivered, but a8 thess rest solely on the shifting sand of political
sppearances, and assume the various aspects with which faction
.and party-spirit invest them, they are uttered only to be rejected ;
the same question is again ssked by the same individual on the
morrow, and with like success,
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That such an excitement should prevail at the present timae
is not at all wonderful The position in which the powers of
Europe and Asis are placed, renders it evident to every thinking
mind—and in this age of boasted intellizence ail should be
thinkers—that we are on ths very eve of a ¢risie, and 2 criem
unparalleled in the annals of the past. It is not at one part
merely, or in one or two nations, that we discern the signs of
ar mpproaching siorm; bot from sne end of Europe to the
other, the ominous cloud has guthered, and when it bursis, as
soon it must, the deluge will not only be overwhelming, but
universal. Buch a prospect us this is eatirely new. The shadows
which preceded the adveot of the most devastating hurricanes
that swept over the world in the ages that are gone, were not eo
gloomy or portentous a8 those which now hover sbove dur whole
horizon; and ss the imape must resembla the reality, that reality
must be awful indesd. We are in the midst of that oppressive
calm whirh reigns when the slementz are fully charged with all
‘the ingredients of & storm, and, like the mariner, we long for its
inevitable outbreak, in drder that we may escape from our sus-
-pensé, and lenrn st once how wa are likely to cope with

But while the painful anxiety, every where visibla, is, In the
cirenmstances, extremely natural, it is not at all necessary that
the squally manifest uncertainty and imnorance resanding the
extent and dumation of the coming etruggls should remain;
and were the prophetie declarations of the Bible properly under-
stood, the inbabitants of Britain would comprehend all that is
about to takd Place. In that Book—a book which some despise,
many negleit, adfl nearly all misunderstand—is to be found &
peries of visions prophecies, under which is symbolised the
political history of the world, from the Babylonian Empire down
to the Millennium, that happy era to which the human family
havelonjg looked forward with delight. Unfortunately, howaver, a8
we have said, these prophecies have been, and are, sadly mis-
understood. The authorized inlerpreters of God's revelations
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have hitherto failed in finding a key to unlock their mystevies;
but of this we.do riot eomplain, as we are told that the vision was
to be sealed until the time of tha end. What we regret, however,
16 that in the face of this declaration, our divines should have
attasnptad an explanation of these mysieries, before God's time
for their solution was coma, They have done this and the result
is, that, by their erroneous mterpretations, a mass of obscurity,
contradiction, abeurdity, and error, has been heaped uwpon them,

which serves completely to mystify both it8 anthom and the
world. Had F]emngmdothmmmmd themsalves with
tracing those parts of the prophecy which were fulfilled in their
day, and left thoss sublime couswmmations mentioned in the
Apocalypse to be disclosed at “ the time of the end,” the present
genarstion would not now be under the necessity of throwing off
a host of comimentaries and dpinions, which from early childhood
they have considered unerring.  Thig, however, must be done.
The position of the world clearly intimates that the end has come,
_and events now fumnish an explanation of the hitherio dark visions
of Daniel and John, and by a careful examinstion of thess and
ather prophets, the political history of the next 18 years iz spread
out before s, nay, we are enabled to pass beyond that period, and
trace slmost accurately the regular course of evenia down to the
beginning of the thousand yoars. Dr: Thomas, of Americs, s
the first to find the key, and they who have read his book will
" at once be ablo to understand the following description of the
period mentiqped. For the sake, howerer, of thoss who have
not seen Dr. Thomay' work—and we balieve this applies to the
majority of general readers—it will be necessary to give a rapid
and connected sketeh of the propheey on which the whols hangs,
and point out the errops into which former interprelers hava
fallen.

The first intimation we have of the prophecy & in the second
chapter of Daniel, where we are told that one moming during
the palmy days of the Babylonian empire, Nebuchadnezzar, its




