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PRELUDE

Among the lamentswhich arose from the sorrow-
tng beart of the great public that loved Eugene
Field, laments that his voice should bave been si-
lenced when its note was at its lenderest and clear-
est, there bave been many wishes that more of bis
exquisite songs sbould be set to music.

In all of Field's verse, in even the broadly comic,
there is a markedly lyrical quality which invari-
ably suggests @ musical setting ; and yel in few in-
stances were these verses writlen with any thought
of their musical adaptability. This quality was
the inevitable accent of bis song, as natural and as
wecessary as the flavor of a fruit and the fragrance
of a flower, The purpose of this collettion is to
meet the demand for musical settings of Field's
verse, (is aim lo express its lyrical quality as nat-
urally and simply as possible. The versatility dis-




played in the varied themes of these Lyrics is as re-
markable as their suggestiveness to the composer.

The peculiar genius displaved in Field's verses
of childbood diftated the prevailing charaler of
this collection, which was finally adbered fo
throughout, so that the volmmne should be both bar-
monions and bomogeneous.

As the poet was eminently and always beartily
American and of bis own country, the composers
selected by the Editor to set bis verses are likewise
American, and their names representative assuch

and as song-writers. Fifteen out of the twenly
songs bave been written especially for this work,
the otber five being included therein by $pecial ar-
rangement with the publishers,

REGINALD DE KOVEN.
New York,
Ofober 27, 1896,




SONGS AND COMPOSERS

SWING HIGH AND SWING LOW
Reginald de Koven

LITTLE MISTRESS SANS-MERCI
Arthur Foole

LITTLE-OH-DEAR

KISSING TIME
G, W. Chadwick

ORKNEY LULLABY

Reginald de Koven
THE ROCK=-A-BY LADY

W. . Gilchrist

THE DOLL'S WOOING
Clayton Jobns

1% NIGHTFALL IN DORDRECHT

Reginald de Koven
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“FIDDLE-DEE-DEE” , . ., . . . P Tol
Reginald de Koven

OH, LITTLE CHILD . . . . . ., . . . . .

UTTLE BOY BLUE . . . . . . . . . . .

Reginald de Koven

CHILD AND MOTHER . . . . . . . . . .
W. W. Gilchrist

JAPANESEITULEABY 4 W 5 % i % o % o
Reginald de Koven

THEDINKEY BRD . . . . . . . . . . .

NORSE LULLABY . . . . . . . . . . .
Reginald de Koven

3 THE LITILEPBACH: . : o & v » = @
Hubbard T. Smith
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