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"SERMON L

Sutrotmdor,

Poarm Ixxdis, 2225, & 27.

* Navertheless I om alway by Thee: for Thou hast holden
me by my right hand. Thouehelt guide me with Thy
conngel : and after that reccive me with glory. Whom
bhave I in Hesven but Thee? mnd there is none upon
earth that T desire in comparison of Thee. My fesh
and my heart faileth, but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever. . . . But it ie good for me
o hold me fart by God, to put my trust in the Loed
God ; andtospask of all Thy works in the gates of the
danghter of Sion.”

Tagse words of David express the very spirt
of prayer—the feeling ont of which prayer of
man to God must always epring. You see in
them, as in sll David’s words, the most infense
sense of the presence of God near him always,
of His willingness to hear; and the wish not only
to ask things from Him, but also to sl fode W
praises; and that not slone, ok wiln B Sulie

Iy .



2 Introductory.

people. In this way it ig a very complete text ory
the subject of prayer. Asthe course of sermons
to be preached thia Lent will refer to prayer, I
will speak to-day, first, of the duty of prayer,
and of its true nature.

Of the three parts of & Christisn’s duty
into which the Baptismal vow divides it, namely,
renouncing evil, believing what God reveals, and
doing Hig Will, thers are many who to & great
degree overiookthe second, that is the life of faith,
83 esséntial to galvalion. They may loyslly
try altogether to renonnce evil, and to do good
actively in tha epirit of eelf-sacrifice for the love
of God, but thore is in their lifa one great blank,
one great omission—ths omission through large
parte of their lives of the sceret Life of faith in
Things and Personsungeen, Their sonls dwell in
an atmogphere of thig world. Some of these are
very sad cases to contemplate. Like Essn they
may be most amiable men in eommon lifs, but they
are not in any true gense religions or godly men.
They are what iz gometimes called **good moral
men,” but thoy are not men of faith, They speak
to man, but they do not speak to Grod ; they listen
to man, but when do they listen to God?! They
think of this world and of foture events in this
world, bat when do their thoughts wander beyond



Introductory. 3

the grave, or think of spirits, or of invisible beings,
or of the Future Lifs in Eternity T

Such men, my brethren, cannot properly be
called Christisns. They may never, or scarcely
ever, “"do any harm® to any one outwardly;
they may be very unselfish, very full of kind-
ness; they may have many smiable and even
ncble qualities, but where iz the &ife of God, and
f0 God, in their soule ? In that respect they are
like the lower animals who receive blessings from
God continually, bat never think of Him from
whom they come and in whom they themselves
“ live and move and have their being.”

Let me, however, add that I do not holieve that
what I have now said can ever be a perfectly trone
description of any men. Af least, it is Little less
than & miracle if a man is thoroughly moral, and
continues so,—giving up eelf, ropisting the un-
ceasing ‘ bribery and corruption’ of the world,
turning away indignantly from ite many hands
ceaselessly outstretchod, raying, “All this will I
give thee if thou wilt serve me, or thyself, instead
of God,"—I say it is littls less than a miracle for
~ any man to go on resisiing all this, except by one
means, that jg, by living in secret communion
with God. Depend upon it, my hrethren, to
cut off from the goul of men The weoeh e K
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faith, is to out off the only perennial spring from
which the life of holiness can flow, snd go on
flowing, in this or in any world, The cistern of
goodness must be filled from & hidden and
supernatural source, elss it will ere long dry up
for ever, But even if such a case as I have de-
scribed could be conesived, still the man would bo
no real and complete Christiom, becanee he wonld
omit ona great daty, or eét of duties, of every
living goul, the duby of prayer and devotion, of
personal, direct, coneclous communion with God.
The guestions then, my brethren, which this
course of Bermong is intonded to lead ns to ask
ourselves, are such ms these :—Have we lived
praying ives ! Do we do 5o a3 much ns we ocoght ?
and in the way we cught ? Does God acknowledge
us as among these who live unto Him, speaking
to Him, listening loyally for His voice, seeking to
know Him better, to be in followship with Him
always? Boch grestions are all-important,—they
go to the root of the spiritual life; the snswer
to them forms ome most important part of the
test, whether we deserve the name of Christians,
—followers and imitators of Him who coanld
always say: I am not alone, because the Father
is with me,” and in whom +waa seen in absolute
perfection a Bon of man who was also a Son of
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God, living in cesseless communion with His
Father m Heaven.

Consider then, first, man's pewer of praying,
from which follows hia duty fo pray.

We are the only creatures on this earth, so far
a8 we know, who have the power of thinking of the
(God who made all things, of speaking to Him, and
hearing Him speak in retarn.  All other craatures
raceivo blessings from God, but do not know
from whom they come. Bat men, as they =it at
meals ¢an f say grace’, or retarn conscious thanks
ta God who gives them. Antheylook abont them
at the great and wonderful world in the midat of
which they live, they can have fellow-feeling with
Him whomadgit; they can seesomething of why
He made it as it ts made, and go can ghare in sgme
degrec in His blespod Sabbath of contemplation,
when Ha * saqew everylhing thal He had made, and
behold i was wvery goed.” Thus have we the
wonderful power given ua of understanding how
God's work is good, and so having followship with
the Maker of all things,

But you will net hays this living fellowship
with God without trying for it. You must think
of God, else yon will not learn to know or to love
Him. Ah, my brethren, many and many in this
world live practically witheab God, swegey W=



