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INTRODUCTION

Tris volume contains two essays from
Schaol, College, and Character and two
addresses from Rowtine and Ideals. Tt
includes those parts of each book which
the editor regards as suitable for college
students in general, and excludes those
parts which chiefly concern parents, ele-
mentary and secondary schools, or stu-
dents in Harvard College. It is, there-
fore, a small collection of old writings
newly combined for a special purpose.
If T were rewriting the essay on Col-
lege Honor, I should give more space to
the apathy of many students regarding
their debts— whether their debts as in-
dividuals or the collective debts of their
clubs. I might also give more space to
the Honor System, about which my feel-
ing has not materially changed. I still
feel that the system ministers to a mis-
taken sensitiveness, endangers the au-
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thenticity of the college degree, imposes
on the conscientious student a duty he is
better off without, and, when it requires
every man to certify that he has received
no help, defeats in great part its own end
by substituting avowed distrust of every-
body for distrust of the few and protec-
tion of all. Yet I believe, with eager-
ness, that a college officer should, for
every teason, whether of fairness or of
mere policy, accept the word of a stu-
dent so long as he can, and should main-
tain with him the openest relation com-
patible with the rights of others. Noris
this belief inconsistent with my attitude
toward the Honor System,

These remarks about the Honor Sys-
tem may hint at the justification of the
editor in teprinting the essays and ad-
dresses. Though the material may be
old, the subjects can never lose their fresh-
ness so long as youth is youth,

L. B. R. Brrocs.
Caumumon, JYasuery, 1913.




THE TRANSITION FROM
SCHOOL TO COLLEGE

Correce life is the supreme privilege cf )
youth, Rich men’s sons from private
schools may take it carelessly, as some-
thing to enjoy uncarned, like their own
daily bread; yet the true title to it is the
title earned in college day by day. The
privilege of entering college admits to
the privilege of deserving college; col-
lege life belongs to the great things, at |
once joyous and solemn, that are not to
be entered into lightly.

Now the things that are not to be
entered into lightly (such as marriage
and the ministry) are often the things
that'men enter prepared viciously or not
prepared at all; and college life is no
exception, “There had always lain a
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2 THE TRANSITION FROM

pleasant notion at the back of his head,”
says Mr. Kipling of Harvey Cheyne's
father, who had left the boy to the care
of a useless wife, * that some day, when
he had rounded off everything and the
boy had left college, he would take his
son to his heart and lead him into his
possessions. Then that boy, he argued,
as busy fathers do, would instantly be-
come his companion, partner, and ally;
and there would follow splendid years
of great works carried out together, —
the old head backing the young fire.”
Such fatal gaps in calgulation, common
with preoccupied fathers, are not un-
common with teachers, — the very men
whose lifework is fitting boys for life.
To prepare a boy for examinations
that admit to college requires skill, but
. is easy; to prepare a boy for college is
' a problem that no teacher and no school
~ has ever solved. { In the widest sense, the
| transition from 1 to college is almost

" coincident with the transition from youth
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to ma.uhuud,}—ﬂﬁ:m a time when the °
physical being is excitable and ill con-
trolled, when the mind suffers from the
lassitude of rapid bodily growth, and
when the youth’s whole conception of
his relation to other people is distorted
by conceit. Sensitive to his own impor-
tance, just beginning to know his power
for good or evil, he is shot into new and
exciting surroundings, — out of a disci-
pline that drove and held him with whip
and rein into a discipline that trusts him
to see the road and to travel in it If
we add to this the gew and alluring argu-
ments for vice as an expression of fully
developed manheood, we have some no-
tion of the struggle in which a boy—
away from home, it may be, for the first
time —is expected to conquer (111:
best school is the school that best pre-’
pares him for this struggle:) not the
school that guards him most sternly or
most tenderly, nor the school that guards
him not at all, but the school that stead-



