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PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION.

Tupse Addresses were published thirky-six
years ago, and have been a lopg time out of
print. Buot remembering how usaful they were
to myself and many others, and believing that
our clementary achools, vastly improved as they
are, have still something to learn from their
humble predecessors, I willingly accede to the
suggestion of my friends, and through the kind
offices of the Christian Knowledge Soeiety eom-
mend them onee again to teschers of young
ehildren.

The reader will see at once that these pages
were written by one who knew nothing of the
Model-Legsons placed in the hands of studonta
in our modern Training Colleges. But just as
some of us find home-made bread more digest-
able than the mechine-made loaves of our whole-
sale bakeries, so there may be something in these
homely counsels more palatable to children than
the most skilfully arranged lessons of & trained
teacher,

That wonderful work of God, the growing
child should grow altogether, in body mind and
spirit. And whoever would train that growth
aright, should ¢rain it in all that goes fo make
up character,—mot in book-learning only, but
in the affections of the heart, in the sense of
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responsibility, in the consciousness of God. It
may be that some of our teachers, pressed as
they are to prepare their pupils to pass good
examinations, are giving less attention tham
they otherwise would to those other far more
important ‘resmlts’ which no examiner can
measure—the formation of good habits. And
yet, unless edueation inelude this, it ean never
satisfy Milton's definition as ‘the repairing of
the ruin of our first parcnts.’

It is becanse I seem to disesrn thiz definition
of Eduecation underlying these simple lessons,
that I have asked permission of the authorities
to republish them.

J. PN
Juns 24, 1885,

PREFACE TO THE ORIGINAL EDITION.

Tur Editor of these MS3. haz been at
some loss to find a title for them. They
wore written at his own roguest, to be read
to a class of children from ten to twelve
years old, at s Parish School. He has found
them 80 well adapted to win the attention
of children, and 8o useful to himself as models
for extempore addresses, that bhe has been
induced to publish them.

August Bih, 1840,



GOOD MANNERS.

h @yl you ever hear of a school where they
=24 charged twopence a week for teaching
manners? There used to be such schools, but I
do not think you could find one now. If any
master or mistress now were to talk of “teach-
ing manners” in that way, as they might talk
of teaching arithmetie or geography, I think
people would langh at them. Is this because
English boys and girls in these days do not necd
to be taught manpers as much as their fathers
and mothers did, thirty or forty years ago? I
am afraid we cannot say that. Is it beeause
school masters and mistresses have found that
there is no use in trying to teach manners, and
. 60 have given it up in despair? Surely not. Is
it becauge onr schools are so much improved,
that we may take it for granted that every boy
and girl that goes to school will be taught man-
ners without anything being said about it?
Whether it be so now or pot, I think that those
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who manage schools hope it scon will be so, and
that this is the reason why they have given up
gpeaking of manners as something to be taught
acparately, in some schools and not in others—to
some children and not to others.

I have used this word “manners” six times
slready, and perhaps some of you arc wonder-
ing what I mean by it. There are many
things which seem trifling, we do not think
or speak scriously about them, and yeoi there
are two ways of doing them, a good and a
bad way; and it is mueh better for us and for
everybody about us that we should take the
good way. All these things belong to what I
call “manners.” Everybody knows that good
manners are very important fo & servamt, bub
most of you perhaps arc never likely to be ser-
vants. Suppose any one to say, “I never mean
to be & servant—I mean to be my own master—
why should I plague myself about manners?
‘What is the use of saying *Sir, or ‘Ma'am, or
‘Thank you,” or ‘If you please’? What is the
use of going out of my way to open a gate for
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that woman, or to hold a horse for that man?
What is the use of bowing and curiseying, and
all that?” And suppose he were to get other
people to agree with him that there was no use
in all this, and that we were all to give it up ae-
eordingly, what a surly diengrecable set of people
we should be! We should be like parts of a
machine that wanted oil, all ecreaking and rubbing
againgt one another. From speaking roughly we
should get to feeling roughly, and the cnd of it
would be to mske everybody thoroughly un-
comfortable for want of good maamers. I you
ever knew anybody that seemed to go upon this
plan, you will see what I mean. Such a one
would very likely do & great thing for you—if
he saw you badly hurt he would take you home
—if your house were on fire he would help you
to put the fire ont; but he would let you go into
the dirt rather than step out of hia way for you;
if you asked him to do you some very small
everyday kindness, he would probably say no;
and if you spoke to him, ten to one you would
get & rude answer, or none at all. Now of course
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this is much better than good manners without
good feelings—but why pot have both? It is a
great mistake to suppose that roughness and
honesty are akin. They sometimes go together,
but they have nothing to do with each other.
There is & kind of amooth-spoken eivility which,
you can sce, is put on and hes mo truth in it
and which is very disagreeable indeed ; but this
iz quite different from real good manners, which
are as honest and straightforward as they are
pleasant to meet with, Thorough kind feelings
will make you wish to do good to other people
inﬁtﬂnbﬁingsmweﬂaaiﬁgrm If it be only
& good-humoured word or look when you mect
them, picking up anything they have dropt,
making & bow or curtsey to sny one to whum -
you owe respect, being quick to do any Little
thing for them, and to see what you ean do, even
without being asked ; or in school taking up as
little room &8 you can; sitling or standing
straight and guiet, so as not to shake or push
against any one; looking up, and speaking so
that you can be heard ; taking care not fo be in



