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FOREWORD

Mernomss, like other important move-
ments, has certain elements, which either
originnted with it or sprang into eing under
it, whieh conpstitule 105 ceseniiols amd are
necessary te its perpetnity. These clements
are its vital life-sfrands, itz ruddy heart-
drops, the very vawmnee and proof of its re-
ality. They have given it name, character,
history, and prosiige. They are the seerct of
itz carly power and the eauze of ita perenumial
fruitfulmesa,  Thoy render it an mteresting
theme for study, o worthy subject for praver,
and an inspiring conse for work, They should
engage the attention of every lover of earncst
Christinnity, if happily we, like the Metho-
dist fathers, may in our day prove a ire-
mendous foree for npghteousness, a resistless
power for refermation, and an indispensable
ageney for spiritnal progress.

The world needs unquestionable truth, it
needs divine light, 1t necds moral earnestoess,
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it meeds ovangehisiic skill, 1t npeeds effeetive
leadership in all that elevates, ennobles, puri-
fies, and saves.  Clan Methodism furnish these
requisites? Has it the cardinal principles,
the inheront values, the vital forces, the ade-
quate inspiraticus, the available methods that,
under present coaditions, can make 1L a new
rodsend o sociedy?  Tof ve look inte Lhis
subjeel, study i1, masicr it apply i, develop
it, become a parc of 16 aod ge owith 1t do
victory,

God has been in Methodizme  Lel ny lwld
fasl ] Lhiugf-l which he Lias sanetioned ad
make them a lenfold greator power to eall
down sparicual blessing pow and lift men up

{o Gl
Thie Aurnok
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ORIGIN OF METHODISM

To wnderstand the essentinls of Mechodism
we mpEl stindy ilz origin, analvee its charoc-
ter, and consider ite worle. This will not be
an irksome task, becanse the theme 1s of such
lively interost

As to the éxpet moment when Methodizm
originated, uo man kuoweth, The period of
itz origin iz a matter of histors, bul net ita
duy and hour,

It was i 1726 when Charles Wesley, “a
sprightly, rollicking young fellow, with more
goning  than grace” was cleeted to Christ
Church, Oxford. John Wesley was then serv-
ing as his fathers eurate at Epworth, John
had previously spoken to Charles about ex-

perimental religion, but Charles had szaid,
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“What, would vou have me to bo a saint all
ut once?”

Buot Charles began ab once to do saintly
work, He attewded the weekly sacraments,
and induced two or three other students to
nktend with hime When John returned to
Oxford he also joined the band. The religions
reginlarity of the boye loed o young eollegian
tr call thern Methadista, and “az the name was
wew and guaint it elave to oo amediately,”
John Wesloy beeame director of the elub, the
membors of which incrcosed mntil upward of
twenty persons—ihree of whom were college
tutors and the rest baclhelors of arts, or un-
derpradoatee—drmaonstrated their willingness
to sutfer reproach mnder the guidanee of “the
curatar of the loly Clul” as John Weslex

wasz called.

MeETnon

“Tyery night they met together, to review
what each had done during the day, and to
consult what should be done the day follow-



