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PREFATORY NOTE.

Twis tragic story of “the dark and
bloody ground " made a deep impression
wlhen it appeared as a completed novelette
iz Belford's Magaszine ; and, in its present
form, it is believed that it will receive,
as it deserves to receive, a wider and more
serious attention than is commonly be
stowed upon our ever-maltiplying stock
cf literary effusions,

It is a romance of Kentucky, racy of
the scil, redolent of the barn-yard and
the stable, rich with the tints of bluegrass
in the landscape, yet so subtile in struct-
vre, axd so filled with the spirit of tragedy,

as to rise above the latter-day common-
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6 Prefatory Note.

place of our uninspired life into the atmos-
phere of the idyllic, and to be at one and
the same time a current chronicle, ap an-
tique and a classie.

What but the vision of true genius could
gee success in a task so original and dar-
ing as the creation of a throbbing heart-
interest out of materials so simple, so0
slight, and so trite } and whose but the hand
of an artist could have given to this task
execution so powerful and brilliant ?

“In ¢ God's Country'"” is the plain and
circumstantial narrative of a woman's
struggle with that great passion which has
wrecked and brightened so many lives.
It la the old, old story of love and pride.
There are but four characters : a country
girl, of the average sort; her father, a
country gentleman of the average sort; a
horsy lover, of the average sort; and a
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tramp, very far indeed from the average
sort, The plot-interest torns upon the de-
velopment of the heart-interest. There is
no striving here for effect. The lights and
shadows are furnished by the idiosyncra-
sies of a situation purely local and natural,
Into the tranquil existence of a well-bred
but motherless gitl, living alone with her
father, and the head of his establishment,
and betrothed, as a kind of matterof-
course, to a young man with whom she has
grown to womanhood—her own and ber
father's choice—there comes a spell
against which she is wholly unable to con-
tend, and beneath whose enchanting death-
strokes she ultimately falls.

It is difficult to conceive how the sore
travail of Lydia Ransome could have had
any other ending, It is the misfortune of
women in positions such as hers—the not

-




8 Prefaiory Note,

uncommon position of an internal battla
between conflicting sentiments of honor,
duty, and affection—that, unequal in point
of intellectual strength to meet the inces
sant drain upon their oervous energies,
and to think clearly, they are also unsup-
ported by the wisdom of worldly exper-
ence, and are dashed upon the rocks of
conventional usage—often irrelevant to the
actual issue involved—by the waves of
their own emotion, which, unlike the tides
of the ocean, are controlled by no law
except that which supers;iﬁun and passion
make untp themselyes, A wicked woman
in Lydia's place would have known pre-
cisely what to do. A good woman, with a
sufficiency of moral courage and knowl-
edge of life, would have been equally sure
of her course, But there is a woman be-
tween the two, not bad emough to be a
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schemer, not strong enough to be a here-
ine—truly feminine and lovely—who, when
left alone upon the sea of human passion,
is as a frail boat tossed by every wind, Of
this type was Lydia Ransome; having a
noble, aspiring nature; perceptions and
susceptibilities divinely born ; of ready per-
sonal courage and social tact; but hall
made upon the spiritual side, and a slave
to the abridgments and prejudices of the
provincial code under which her lot had
been cast, There was nothing for it but
anguish, despair, and death, She could
not rise high enongh, nor sink low enough,
to escape. How she fel), like a martyr, if
not like a hercine, iz told with a power rare
to modern fiction; and the lesson that
issues thence, sweet as the flowers that
sprang from her prave, is full of a wo-
man's appeal and protest against the
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limitations with which custom hedges her
about, whilst giving the man remission
and licenze,

Of the male characters little need be
sald. Colonel Ransome, the father, is a
good type of the country gentleman of
Central Kentucky, welldrawn and not ex-
aggerated, Forrible as the final catas-
trophe is, it is possible, The two other
males, the horsy lover and the weird
tramp, are mere shadows; the identity of
the tramp arousing the suspicion of the
reader from the opening episode of Schu-
bert’s Serenade, and entirely revealing it-
self in that superb dramatie climax, which
makes 2 new world for Lydia, and fills it
with the music of the spheres. The clos-
ing chapters are breezy with action and
of breathless interest; and the finale is
reached with the abrupt force of intense




