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PREFACE.

Tme little book ia omly what ite title indicates—n book of
“hints om preaching.’” Bub on matters bess sct forth, many
may paunse to take a hint and profit by it who have no time
for extended reading and patient reflection. These hinta are
mestly from acknowledged high sources, and way be mgarded,
in the words of Cervantes, as * short sentences drawn from a
long experience.” They aro the abodgments of wisdom, In
very many cases, they are the ceotral idess which ther authom
have elabombed into chaplera.

For wider reading, the ** Tale Lectores™ by Beecher, Tuylor,
Hall, Dala, Brooks, and Bishop Simpson, are fresh and fo the
point.  The treatises by Clinde, Vinet, Theremin, Porter, Ripley,
Holyoake, Bpurgeon, Shedd, Hoppin, Dabney, and Broadus, are
standards. Fenolon's **Thalognes on Elsquence ™ ara full of
intelligence and apirit. Danotain, Ware and Btorrs have written
wisely of extempors presching. Bot Cuintilian is the teacher
of the teschers. He wrote of thie great art of speaking in the
interest of lawyers, but clergymen may road between the lines
a measning of vagt importance to themeelves,
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HINTS ON PREACHING.

I
ELCQUENCE.

Many are the friends of the golden tongme.—Welsh
Proverb.

Elognence is speakihg in such a manner as to attain
the end for which we speak—Tk. Blair.

Elognence has been well defined az truth clearly per-
coived, deeply lolt, and distingtly cxpressed.—F. . Hond,

The eloquent man iz he who i3 ne beantiful speaker,
but who s inwardly drunk with a certain belief —ER. W.
Emerson,

It is of elognence as of a flame: it requires matter to
foed it, motion to excite it, and it brightens as it burns.—
Tacifus.

The office and duty of eloguence (if a man well weigh
the matter) is mo other than fo apply and command the
dietates of reason io the imagination, for the beiier moy-
ing of the appetite and will.—ZLord Bacon.

To feel one's aubject thoroughly, and to speak withont
fear, are the only rules of eloguence—Olirer Goldsmith.

Eloquence is the language of nature, and cannot be
learnt in the schools; the passions ars powerful pleaders,
and their very silence, lika that of Garrick, goes directly
tc the soul; but rhetoric iz the creature of art, which
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bhe who feels least will most excel in: it is the gquackery
of eloguence, and deals in nostrums, not in rures—Colton,

We may therefore consider it ag a eapital maxim, that
the elogquent speaker we are ingmiring affer canmot be
formed without the assistonce of philosophy. I do not
mean that this alone iz -sufficient, but only that it will
contribate to improve him in the samne manmer as the
palmstra docs an actor—{icero.

Eloquence must be grounded on the plainest narrative.
Afterward it may warm itself unti! it exhales symbols of
every kind and color, epeaks only through the most poetic
forma; but, fiest and last, it muast still be at boitom a
biblical statament of faet. The orator is thereby an ora-
tor, that he keeps his foet ever on g faet. Thus only iz he
invineible.—R. W. Emerson.

He attonds muach more to things than to words. We
forpet the orator and think of the business. s warms
the mind and impels {¢ action. He bhas no parade and
ostentation; no methoeds of inainoation; no labored intro-
doctions; but is like & man full of hie enbject, whe, after
preparing his andienee by g sontence or two for hearing
plain truthe, enters directly on hosines.— D, Blair on
the style of Demosthenes.

The foundation of all that can be called eloguent iz
good sense and solid thought. Let it be the first stody
of public speakers, in addressing any popular asscmbly,
to be previonsly masters of the business on which they
are to speak; to be well provided with matter and argu-
ment; and to rest upon these the chiof stress. This will
always give to their discourse an air of manliness and
sirength, which 13 & powerful argoment of persuasion.
Ornament, if they have genins for i, will follow of conrse.
—Dir. Blair.

Thers are two kinds of orators, the distinction bebween
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whom might be thus illustrated. When the moon shines
brightly we are apt fo say, “ How beantiful i= this moon-
light!" but in the daytime, * How beautifol are the trees,
the ficlds, the mountaing["— and, in ghord, all the objects
that are illuminated; we never speak of the sun that
makes them %0, Just in the sams way, the really preatest
orator shines like the sun, making you think muoch of the
things he is apesking of ; the second best shines like the
maoon, making you think much of him and his elognence.
—Archbishop Whately,

True eloquence I find to be none but the eerious and
hearty love of truth; and that whose mind scever is fully
possessed with a fervent desire to know good things, and
with the dearcst charity to infuse the knowledze of them
into others,— when such a man would speak, his words,
like 50 many mimble and airy servitars, trip abont him at
command, and in well arderad files, as he would wish, fall
aptly into their own places—Miltan,

Of what kinds of dizcourse do we predicate eloguence?
What gives to a passage that mysteriona power by which
H fastens a spell vpon our hearts? In what part of a dis-
course do we expect to find it¥ Harely in the introdoe-
tion; mob often in simple narration; never in appeals to
pure reason. To be eloquent, & passage must speak to the
imagination and the pasgioms, It must emanate from a
mind that feels deeply and conceives vividly, and must be
clothed in language which paints rather than describes;
causing the distant to become near, and the absemt or
invisible to start up before ue with a living power.—A4.
FPoiter,

The right eloquence needs no bell to call the peopla
together, and no constable to keep them. It draws the
childeen from their play, the old from their arm-chairs,
the invalid from his warm chamber; it holds the hearer
fast; steals away his feet, that he shall not depart— his



