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154 Alabama Historical Society.

From early times in the history of the English colonies in
America, those south of Pennsylvania,—Virginia, the Carglinas,
Maryland, and Georgia,—were the agricultural section, and up to
1770 led in aggregate commerce, according to the census of 1850,
‘The imports of the two sections—the northern colonies and the
southern—were about the same with some difference in favor
of the North. The exports, however, were greatly in favor of
the southern colonies. The following table shows the condition
during the colonial period.!
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After the Revolution, when the colonies had become States,
commerce, both exports and imports, steadily shifted in favor
of the North. The fields of the South rapidly spread and with
proportional rapidity did the merchant fleets of the Northern
States increase? Both the climate and the soil of the South
favored the raising of staple crops, and so did her system of
labor. The less fertile soil of the North with its more rigorous
climate prevented the culture of great staple crops. Accordingly,
from perfectly natural causes, the South continued agricultural
and the North, manufacturing and commercial.®

C ce and manufactures exert a.centralizing influence.
They develop cities, centers of trade. Agriculture exerts a de-
centralizing influence. It tends to scatter population. Thus, at

* Compendium of the U, 8. Census, 1850, p. 184.
! Compendium of the U. 8. Census, 1850, p..186.
ls:s'll-'msmss of American Commerce,” in De Bow's Review, December,
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for re-shipment went to Northern men.” The banks of this
section financed the trade, The South produced while the North
manipulated her productions. Each year the North was getting
firmer control of Southern resources, when in the latter part of
the thirties the movement for Southern commercial independence
began.

This then was the economic situation which a large number of
Southern men wished to correct. Their intentions at last crys-
tallized into a commercial convention that met at Augusta, Ga.,
in the fall of 1837 It was the first of fourteen comventions
extending down to 1859. Judged by the resolutions passed and
the general tone of the proceedings, three of these meetings can-
not be counted in the number of those whose avowed aim was
Southern commercial and industrial independence. The conven-
tions alluded to met in 1845, 1849, and 1852.% Yet a study of their
objects plainly shows that if they were carried out, the South
would certainly be the greatest gainer, and in a way too that
would tend toward economic independence of the North. Also,
these conventions, though each separated from the other by sev-
eral years, form a connecting link between the compact groups
of 1837-1830 and 1853-1850. They unquestionably stand for
the trend of Southern economic thought during this gap of four-
teen years., While they were not meetings expressly for South-
ern supremacy, they can hardly be logically omitted in an account
of that movement,

We have then, three disconnected series of conventions,—
those of 1837-1839, four in number; those of 1845-52, three in
number; those of 1853-59, seven in number. The first and third
series were strictly Southern c cial ind dence conven-
tions, each meeting being an adjournment of the one preceding.
The second series was made up of disconnected meetings, and
stands for the great manifestations of the South’s part in the
mighty movement for railroads and internal development.

To what primal cause, or causes, must we look for the origin
of these conventions? No definite answer is apparent. All

T Address of the A h conventtion (1333) to the people of the South,
in De Bow’s T, 1852, p. 477

* Georgia M:smgrr, Mm chnber 26, 183?

" Reports of the proceedings of these will be found in De Bow's Review.
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break the last of our commercial shackels. T mean the control
which the North through the use of Government credit acting
through the banks has exercised over our industry and commerce.
How wonderful that the author of the Safety Fund System and
the favorite of New York (the state above all others the most
benefited by the union of bank and state) should be forced by
circumstances, which he could not control, to give the fatal death
blow t? his own offsprin, an%;uppoﬂers [i;-—ln the mﬁn@
it is of wast importance that meeting in Augusta

fully attended. Now is the time. Abbeville must send her dele-
gates. You and McDuffie ought to be two of them. Tet a
meet“i:}g be called at the Court House and the nominations be

In the resolutions of the convention of the year following
occurs this clause, which evidently refers to the panic of 1837 as
the creator of favorable conditions for united Southern action,
and logically an occasion for the first meeting:*®

“That the present condition of the commercial relations of
this country and the disruption of the existing channels of trade
afford an opportunity of breaking down the trammels which have
50 Ion? fettered our commerce and of restoring the South to its

atura

q t »

The Augusta convention opened on Oct. 18, 1837.¢ Twa
States were represented: South Carolina by thirteen delegates,
and Georgia by sixty-five. The Hon. Kerr Boyce, of Charles-
ton, was chosen president. Compared with the great meetings
which come after, with a dozen States represented by several
hundred delegates, this convention was not a large affair. Yet
it is of signal importance. It was the beginning of an all-South-
ern movement, of which the Civil War was the end. The resolu-
tions passed were as follows:

1. “That in the opinion of this convention the present conjunc-
ture of our commercial affairs is eminently propitious for the

tablishment of a sy of direct importations through our
southern and southwestern cities, and that we are called upon
by every consideration of interest and of patriotism to throw
off the degrading shackles of our commercial dependence,

2. “That with a view to induce public spirited capitalists to

B Georgia Messenger, Apr. 12, 1838,
* Georgia Messenger, Oct. 26, 1837,




