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INTRODUCTION.

Tae help which the beginner in Shakespeare study needs,
the wise teacher will be careful to give judiciously, having
in view the fuormaiion of menial habits ruther than prepara-
tion for impending scholaatie teste. Examinations have, in
our edocational system, s far franscended their legitimate
function of stimulua and goidanee, that they are at last
fairly installed as emds in themaelves, and we eonstantly
hear of preparing for them and passing thewm as the bosincss
of the sehool. This extravagant hemage to ezaminations
warps the ideals of taacherz and vitistes their methods in
many studies.  In Ewglish it has begotten the highly anno-
tated text, which contemplates an emergency of horry and
is mesnt to pracluds the nocessity of etopping to think.

Not until the examination coases to bu u disturbing ele-
ment in pur plunning ean we teach with reference to the
desires, the capacities, and thy newls of the yoothful mind.
The matare Sholkespeare acholar finds his stimalos to ae-
tivity in the hard knots, the unsclved difficulties, of the
poet's text: ho mast have something that resistz to brece
himself against. But the boginner, it his humble sphere, is
in pracizely the same case ag the lesywed scholar. He too
must have his tangible problem, a clearly felt obstaele to
progress, that requires lim te take tronble, to think sgain
and again, to push his search in many directions. So deéad
and inert a thing is information that was unseught and un-
desired, — information proffersd before the need of it was
even surmised, — that earnest search, even though it has
failed, is far better. A bright youth furnished with the
bare text of a play, and having sccess to but the seantiest
literary helps, will, provided he has an inquisitive mind, read
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his Shakespeare to better issues than will the possessor of
the fullest notes who has had nothing to do bot memorize
printed matter placed under bis eye in the shape of lessons.

In aceordance with these convictione I have prepared the
Merchant of Feniee fur the use of young readers, whether
in or oot of school I have atmed to set the young peo-
ple at work, not st the task of committing notes to mewory,
buat in the pleasanter and mere fruitful cecupation of search-
ing for the materials of which notea are made, ns if the
young people had the notes to nake for themeelyes. For
the value of & pote Lies not in the peseession of if, but in the
having mwade it from ore’s own resouress. Thevefore my
putes have taken the form of gaestions and ecantions, often
eoupled with sngpestions of the route to be poraned in mak-
ing the required investigatione. One of the best waya to
stimulate puopils is to give them something to find cut and
report upon at o, folara time. Tt Jdoss no harim even to lead
them sometimas into = maze, and let them extricate them-
selves nfter congiderable wandeoring in wrong paths. A dif-
fienlty wolved at the iomtant of ity wppearance lacks all the
elwinenta of interest. A difficulty conguered after valiant
efforts and repeated fuilores hocomss memorable, and whets
the appetita for more adventures.

The notes appended to thesa pages will be found few in
compatifon with tha noteworthy points. There are nof
many lines of Shakespeare that do not furniah oceasion for
pome sort of commment. Teachers will use their discretion
as to the time they sball nger over any given matter. A
good rule is to dwell npon passages so long aa the pupil’s
interest does not flag. 1 have found io my own classes thet
it is possible to mdvance rapidly, even through matter
aboanding in difficulties, by distributing the items of research
among the individoals of a class, The mest charming kind
of recitation is that to which each popil brings his own
preparation, unlike that of any other. To such a recitation
all listen with sagarness.

M



INTRODIICTION, b

In my snmotation, as often as it seemed feasible, T have
referred the stadeut; for light on special points, to other pas-
sapes in the poet's works, The hubit of sesking explana-
tions of Bhakespearian difficulties in Shakespeare himeelf is
. of the very first importance, It has seemwed to me also de-
sirable to familiarize the learner in this way with the plays
at large, even though it be only to such extent as iz implied
in torning the leaves and searching for passages and words,
These references ave to the Orfode Shakespeare, published
by Maemillan & Co. As this book Las come to be almost
ubiversally recogmized by Shukespeare scholars as a stand-
ard for porposes of refevewce, and is exceedingly chesp, it
may be nuwmed as the first vequisite among collateral helps
for the stady of the poet

Hext in importance is Mm. Clarke’s Condordance.  'With
the zid of this bovk the popil can make discovaries for him-
gelf of all sorts of analegies and lustrations. Of perhaps
equal valee, and for very similar porpoees, 8 Sehmidi's
Shokespeare Lexteon. Schonidt elawifies the meanings of
worda and refes to act, scene and line, bot gsually does not
quote the context ; whareus Mr. Clarke gimply collucts all
instances of each word, wichoot elassification. even min-
phing parta of speach, undl Tefine merely to act and seans,
but quotes enough to give some idea of the use of the word
in each instance. Thus buth books are boportant adjonots
to the school-room apperatus for literary stody.

Tha ]m‘g&r Engﬁ,@h dictionarigs, like the Fpdernarionel
Webster and the Cenfury, are in theinselves adequate helps
to the solution of many of the difficulties that confeont the
begionner in Shakespeare. “The habit of constant reference
to the dictionary is quite as important in this study ag in any
other.

At an la.lriy period of his occopation with Shakeepeare, the
young student shonld become acquainted with the facts of
the poet’s life. An outling of the hisiory of the times of
Eiizabeth and James he will doubtless have got aleeady, or
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soon will get, from his study of English history, The learn-
er's attention may propecly be called to the facts that Shake-
speare’s opportunity for education and observation was by
no meand a peenliarly restricted one, and that be was exrly
recognized by his contemporaries as o poet and playwright
of surpassing power. Aboot his life there remsins great ob-
geurity, for the records of it are, at least in comparison with
cur desire to know alwut if, paiofully meagre. Dat this
seantiness of information whout the poet's life is altogether
natorel @ thers is aboot it oo element of the marvelons, —
nothing that vequires or suggests the invention of startling
hypotheses to ascount for the existence of the works that
hear his name.

Lives of Bhakespeare are.to be found in many of the
standard editiona of his works, and in all the encyelopaadias,
The preat anthority is Halliwell-Phillips, whose Outlines of
the Life of Shakespeare, although not inlercsting to young
personn a4 readiner-matber, muy often, even by them, be
profitably conznlted on apecial topics.  Moeh the rame may
be said of F. G. Fleay's (heoniele History of the Life and
Works of Willinm Shakewpeare, Quite within the range of
young readers i the little book-of Sarmuel Neil, — Shake-
spears, a Critical Blography. More easily aceessible will
be foond Mrs. Ceroline H. Dall's Waat we veally Euown
abowt Shakespeare. The artiole un Bhakespeare in the En-
eyclopodin Britunnica, hy Professor Baynes, is of moderata
length and readable. It preseits s concise bibliography of
Shuakespesriun Bteraturs, which will sometimes prove eonve-
nient for reference. Professor Dowden's Shakespears
Primer contains, or hints, the emsentials of Shakespearian
study. This book i so easily procarable, and s so entirely
trustworthy, that it may be vecommended to the young
student as a desirable possession. The life of the poet by
Richard Graot White, ]}rﬂﬁ:\‘ed to hig edition of the works, is
eminently vivacious in style, if oot altogether pleasing in
tone and spirit.



