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DREAM OF CONQUEST.

CHAPTER L
ANG-CHI-POO sat in his bamboo chair, diseontentedly twisti
the end of his queue. The fragrance of crange-hlossoma bmthﬁ
softly on him from the , but eould not soothe his perturbation,
lm: could the noise of the fonntain bard by that eame in through the
per-glazed windows. Everything palled upon him; the silken ]
mberwaven with gold that decorated his npariment, the ¥
tessr:llnbef]ﬂmr in ghort, the wealth and Oriental laxury that were on
every eide were, this morning, less than nanght to him.
The Chinese have & song that runs somewhat in this manner:

At first, man h for g moal;
Andm th mchthm his form conceal;
Eﬁnaljmuu] A wife he craves;
Bu lf:d = h l?IB d lands,
wi mules, and lan
Oﬂfgs] rank he mdemamh
Etnobied, he would yet climb hlgher,
Till by degrees he claims ampira;
At last enthroned as Heaven's son,
He thinks not yet his dues are won,
But, yearning still for something mora,
"Gainet he fain would door.
Fool, Death slone thy wanta can tamsa:
“1 crave,” thy epitaph and pame.

But greed for more is, I fear, too common to the human race fairly
to indicate the cause of Wan, i-Poo’s disquietnde. His discontent
was of a less nal deseription, b it was connected with ambi-

tion : it was of a more truly Chinese charscter than the rmrerb usk
notﬂi. It ]mﬂ its root in his wuntl%'u nﬂusatoruwursgl
estern ears it will sound peculiar. ang-Chi-Poo, thcmgh I;m\uly
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: Tforly-stven {qa.w‘of.ni;a, had reached the Second Mandarin’s rank, and

cause of his discontent was the conviction of his incapacity to secure,
by the usual means, the yellow button of the first mniaﬂ or was it
for the gratification that this yollow button wounld confer on his personal
i at he craved this, but—here comes in the distinetion, and, O
and of the Antipodes, O land of the Topay-turvy, it is a curions one
—it was to gratify the pride of his grandmother, now some twenty-
five years in her grave. Taking everything into consideration, for a
man gtill in his prime, surrounded with every luxury and tempted by
wealth and leisure to lead a life of m?nre,—for such a man thus to
cast his 1o 'nEst and his aspirations ward to a previous _geuemﬁun
illustrates, I think, one of the most heautiful traits of the Chinese char-
acter, and it is one that might well be copied by other peoples, Wang-
Chi-Poo therefore pulled his queve discontentedly, and econtinued to
brood on the hard fate of his progenitrix thus deprived, throngh him,
of what he considered her just due.

‘We in the West announce our coming with a knock ; those in the
East enter firat and knock afterward. Thus it happened that Wang-
Chi-Poo was sbruptly disturbed in his meditations by the presence of
hia secretary, before his entrance was so much as suspected. The new-
comer was a amall, narrow-chested young man with a head and
eyes like coals, set off by a pair of enormons spectacles tied by bows
behind his ears. He was attired in the garh of the literary class, and,
with much eeremony, took his seat opposite Wang-Chi-Foo, presenting
him with a neatly-enveloped pa of menoscript as he sat down.
Wang-Chi-Poo weariedly took up the parcel, only to allow it to drop
a3 wegriedly into his Is

“ () Taonsu,” he o gt last, "1 am not in harmony with
gtate papers, and the doctrines of Confucivs sadly pall on me to-day,
Amuse me, rather; tell me the doings of the town; or stay! thou
who hast sojourned in the land of Foreipn Devils, tell me more of it.
Tell me again of this land beyond the seas, where they drews in the
color of coals and wear shining black boxes for coverings of the head ;
where, as thou hast said, they call change progress, select an em-
peror every four years, though the moment he is on the throne they
ceed to look out for & mew one; whercof this sgme emporor, as ﬁ
hast told me, is yet a god during the first two years of his term, a
demon during his last, and behold when he is stripped of his anthority
and & new ruler elected there are nmone so poor as to do him honor.
Have they religions there, O Taonsu, and do the followers of Confucius
number manylg’

“There are many from the Flowery Kingdom in America, Great
E , whom the press of husnger has driven thither, and a few in
the schools who, like myself, were sent out by His Celestial Majesty to
be instructed in their sciences.”

* And what are their aciences, O Taonsu? Is it troe that the flery
horse walks on big stilis through their cities, crushing and trampling
down all before it? Is it true, too, that each man takes only one she-
devil for his wife, and even so is obliged to cut off her nails that she
can’t scratch ¥
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Taonsn raised his eyebrows with a qoear little smile.

“They certainly cut off their nails, Great Excellency ; but as for
one man taking only one she-devil for his wife, they often take as many
as we do, only the process is different. Permit me, Your Excellency ;
the newspaper around this manuserzpt 1s of Western origin and chan
to come over in the last steam-junk.” And Taonsu, removing the parcel
from his patron’s lap, untied it and spread the enveloping wrapper flat
out on the floor. ¢ There, Your Excelleney,” he continued, pointin
to the advertisement of a lawyer who puaranteed absolute divarce, witﬁ
perfect gecrecy thrown in, for ten dollars, “ when a man wants a new
wife he goea to this lawyer, states his complaints, and gets freed from-
the old one by paying down his ; is ia the first stcp.” Then
Taonsa r2n his eye down the sheet till he came to the advertizement of
a matrimonial agency, % And here i3 the second step,” he continued,
# He visits this , pays down ten chop-doilars more, and selects
from s series of p raphs he is shown the woman whose picture he
lilcea best. Thus for twenty chop-dollars in all he is both rid of his
old wife and provided with a new one.”

% What strange devils these Foreign Devils are I said Wang Chi-
Poo, reflectively ; * to understand them thou must look at them upside
down. But our people, bow do they proaper?” he went ou, inquiringly,
: “E’heyclidwﬂwﬁ]mmymmﬂ;thauthemﬁ?ﬂmud
them, '

# But why, when our people were many? If they were fow it were
more natnral,”

“ Excellency, the natives feared we would overrun their eountry and
take the bread out of the mouths of their own childven; buot here is
mention of our people in this and what they suffer.” And
Taonsu read a serio-comic dm:gwf?; late ball gl?;&n at Washing-
ton by the Chinese ion, with an ex ted noconnt of the scram-
ble for supper. This he translated remarkably well, only taking in too
literal a sense the Western humor.

On Wang-Chi-Poo, of course, the humor would have been entirely
lost ; to him only the indignity was manifest. The Chinese Em
had been insulted ; and he swore lustily in the dialect of Confucius,
and would pot be comforted.

# This last occurred some time ago” resumed Taonsu. * More
recently, however, have passed a law that is an ex violation
of all J:‘.‘hi.!ilr agreumﬂ;:{s, for it will exclude our peDP-leI\elj" from
their ahores.”

In Wang-Chi-Poo's the desire to exclude his lo fur-
nished rather a curious ?;:’anm of that topsy-turviness re-
marked upon, but the insult inflicted on the Legation was a breach of
111;1.!1: e&rem[ onial :hich to uthﬂhimmmh ig a8 mrmthhufn;ife e:!mtllzf

"or a long time he swore; iz passion spbsiding, he chew e
m!leetio% like a me]anchalyﬁﬂ. &

“Go on,” he said at last, * read me something more of these Foreign
Devils, What do those great letters say on the top of the sheet
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Taonen, thus directed, resumed his office of interpreter.

“They speak, you see, Great Excellency, of the unprotected con-
dition of their harbors, showing the billions and billions of wealth that
Lie exposed to any invader with no provision for their defence. Each
city on the coast, it is stated, could easily be Isid in ashes by a flest of
even a fifth-rate power.”

 And is this true, O Taonsn P

#“ Too true, Your Excellency. To defend the grest city of New
York, which is almost as large as this city which we inhabit, there are
barely half 8 dozen forts well-nigh erumbling into the dost.”

“ How many citiea are there on the coast 7"

Taonsu reflected. “ There are at least aix of the frst class, and
innumerable small towns.”

¥ How many days’ sail is it to this land

¥ Steam, Great Excellency, has bri the goean,”

“ Taonan, leave me: I would think.”

‘When & Westerner * thinks,” he -generally requires the repose of
aheolute guiet; when a Chinaman “ th%:?za," his cogitations are assisted
by & noise. * The same resnlts are attained exactly the reverse

Stillness is proverbial of the fisherman’s craft; in China the

aurrounds himzelf with gongs. The Chinese watchman beats
his rattle, not to let the honseholder know that all is well, but to make
thieves and evil-doers sware that he is about. And where, under
Western civilization, a man having s grudge murders his foe, s China-
man, instead, kills himself upon hig enmndv;’x threshold,

Wu.ug—G!’ni—Pou entered the garden with the purpose of seeking hia
wives’ quarters beyond, for Wang-Chi-Poo had one first wife, and—aot
to offend the delieate mensibilities of my lady-readers—he had scveral
wives hesides. This parden was a marvel of quaintness in its way., It
was crosscd and recrossed in every direction by little pmuelain-Puvetl
paths ; brightly-painted bridges spanned diminutive canals, and i the
middle of the garden was a fountain from which the eanals all radiated
outward. In the basin of the fountain stood an enormous artifieial
flamingo, of so natural an appearance that it served as 8 puzzle
to a live flamingo which could do nothing but walk around him and
stare at him the entire day. Passing through the garden, Wang-Chi-
Poo entered his wives' quarters by a curious gateway in the wall, cut in
the exact shape of a large teapaot,

Naomoona, the first wife, was reclining loxuricusly in a hammock ;
Taomoona, the second, was similarly engaged ; Saomoona ocenpied a
third hammock; and, in fact, the whole number, down to the very
newest, were quietly swinging themselves, keeping time to the oscilla-
tions of their bodies by the motion of their fans,

On the floor was a hiEh] ~decorative bamboo mat, and on this some
half-dozen little Wang-C iagooa were disporting themselves. A shout
of delight from the latter annonnced the coming of the author of their
beings ; the ladies severally rose from their hammocks, and each, taking
holdg:izthemnirthatmnmmather,pmwhd to wipe from its seat
with her dress imaginary particles of dust,
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# The Light of the Honsehold shall sit on my chair,” exclaimed
Naomoona, * No, he shall sit on mine,” interrapted “ Nay
but on mine,” added Saomoona, But the Light of the Household solved
the dilemma by taking his seat with the g:llwnﬂe Wang-Chi-Poos on the
floor, drawing some corious little tissne butterflies from his voluminons

and with his fan making them mount into the air for the edifi-
cation of his children.

“What wounld you think, O wives of my heart, if T should never
git on any of your chairs again ? if, on the contrary, I shonld take my
seat on the lofty stern of ope of His Majesty's smokejunks and sal
away to the land where the White-skin Devils abide "

A hush of intense ire grented this specch ; then cach of the
ladies raised her coricus little enamelled face over the edge of her
carions little hamméck and stared at her husband, who was still engaged
ﬁ%%hmﬂﬁthﬂhdw eaigns, these

ey Bay i desi Foreign
Devila,” gaid nomber one. &

“ And set diamonds in a way we know nanght of here,” observed
the second.

#Ay, and ent their stones to moke them shine with unwonted
Iustre,” ohserved a third. “A jeweller from India once showed me
soma that had been eut, he said, in barbaric lands.”

“The house wonld be dark,” exclaimed Baomoona, * without the

of its Light, but we will curb our impatience till his retwrn
mmmmmwm{ of the ign Devils’ skill,”

‘Wang-Chi-Poo rose from the floor, tightened his broad red sash,

the folds of his voluminous tunie, and called for hLis palan-

quin. He felt annoyed, just as a Westerner might, at the fiippant

ipn his seriona proposal had met with, “qﬁ'a.ng—Chi—Pm has

not gone yei,” he muttered, * but should he d he will console

himself with the reflection that his wives will op aguinat his
retiirn,”

CHAPTER II
TRE strictness of ceremonial nsed in_éEEmuﬂlingHiuUelﬁﬁn]
Majesty was in no wise relaxed for W 1-Poo, though he was a

mandarin of next to the hi rank ; for the of approach-
ing His Majesty Wang-Chi-Poo had called his ilsu:fqm'n.aﬂb To go
in phliger state required, for Wang-Chi-Poo, six runners in froot and
six behind, without epnating the fourteen bearers of the sedan-chair,
Ahead of all rode a horseman with a huge sheet of paper in his hand
and horns like rams’ horns fastened to his eap on gide of his head.
The duty of the horscman was to strike awe into the public by londly
reading off the paper the titles and dignities of Wang-Chi-Poo coming

ind ; that of the runnpers, to prevent these same honmors from
being forgotten, by belaboring the public over the heads with their
staves,

Not to particularize the precise road the procession took, suffice it



