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SPEECH OF MR. GLADSTONE

08 TUE

LESTABLISHED CHURCH (IRELAND).

MB. GLADSTONE :
The Motion, Sir, which, in ¢oncluding, T shall propose to
the Committes ig-—
 That the Chairman be dirocted to move the Howuse, that leave
b given ta bring in a Bill to put an ond to the Establishment
Jof the Church in Irelsnd, and to maka provision in respect of
k3 the Tempural:tlea thereof, snd in vespect of the Royal College
— of Maynooth.”
I do not know, Bir, whether I ghould he ascurate in de-
seribing the subjeet of this Resolution as the most grave and
ardunons work of legialation that ever has been lnid before the
House of Commons; but 1 am guite sure L should spesk
 the truth if I contined myself to asserting, that there has pro-
bably been no occasion when the dispropertion was se great
between the demands of the subject thaf is to be brought
befure you, and the powers of the person whose duty it is {o
g deal with it. I will not, however, wasto time in apologies that
m&y‘_E considered fuiile ; and the rather, because I am con-
scious that the field lhm'ra to traverse is a very wide one,
and that nothing but the pﬁﬁ&nt favour and kindness of the
Commitiee ean enable me in any degree to attain the end I
have in view—namely, that of aubmlttlng with fuluess and
with clearneas both the principles and the “detuila ©F & mea-
sure which, as far as regards its prineiples is singularly
arduous, and as far as regards its details, must necessarily
embiace matter of a character highly complex and diverse,
Now, 8ir, I eannot but be aware that, under ordinary eircum-
stances, any one, who undertakes to introduce to the House
of Commons & proposal of grave cuummhomlnhmg;, ought
B
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4 ESTARLIBHED CHURCH (TRELAND).

to commenes by lnying hiz groond strongly and broadly in
historical and political reasons | On this occasion T shall
feel mysell in the main dispenced from entering upon them.
Under cidinary cirenmstances, in disenssing the subject o
the Church of Treland—I mean, bad nothing already oecurre

in this ouse or elsewhere in relation to it on which I might
take my stand—I should endeavour to pass in review the
_pumerous—I might say the numberless, and powerful argu

. ments which, in my opinion, may be addueced to prove that

.

Ea

)
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this Establishment cannot continue to exizt with advantage
to itself or without mischief to the comutry. I should be
prepared to show how many benefices there are in Ireland
where, althongh there is n Church population, it can Lardly
be said to be more than an offiemt Chorch population ; for
the congregations of those benefices are foo often rostrieted
to such as we may ressonibly suppose to bo supplied by the
families of the elergyman, the clork, and tho sexton, I should
ghow, Sir, how buttresses have been devised for the meinte-
vance of this extracrdinary systern, in the shape of those
grents from the Uoneslidated Fund in thie country,—on the
one hand to the Presbyterians under the form of the Regiwm
Donum, and, on the other hand, to the Boman Catholics
vnder the form of the Maynooth Grant—without which it
was felt that the maintenance of eneh sn establishment in
Irclond would be infoleraile and ftnpossible. I should cndes-
vour 1o show how Parlinment hed Been 5o conseious of the
difficulties attending the position which it has held, thut it
Las nctually been redneed upon more than one oceasion to
waste awny, by positive provisions of legislation, the property
of the Church, in order that its magnitede, when compared
with the duties to be done, mighr]it}f too much shock tho
public mind. T should endeavour to show how, in past
times, and throngh all the evil years of the penal legislation
that has sffected Ireland, the authorities of this Established
Church have unfortunately stood in the foremost rank with
respect to the enactment of those laws on which none of us
cnn now look back without shame and sorrow. Ihese clhiapters
of debats, happily, I need not open.

8ir, of the Established Church in Ireland I will only say
that, althongh I believe its spirit to have undergone an
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immense change since those exil times, yet, unfortunately, it

still remains, if not the home and the refuge, the token
%waiﬁ; nnd, 80 long as tha ta-
ishment lives, painful and bitter memories of ascendancy

€40 never ha- eﬁ'wed

reference to recent and patent occurronces, in passing nt onee
to the measure of the Government. In mere form, withoot
doubt, this ___l,\_:t_u:_r_tmn is the first—the very first—giage of a great
political meastrs; Tible and open at every point to contro-
versy ; but in substence we cannot dismiss from our view that
we are virtually taking wp, and are bound to prosecute, the
unfinished labours of last year. I refer to those debates, which
formed the main, almost the enly, subject of party differenee
in the discussions of this House during the Session of 1808,
I refer to the large majority which, in & House of Commons
undoubtedly most conservalive in s general epirit, afflrmed,

notwithstanding, the necessity of beinging the systein of
N]Mumwwfgﬂ% L ridfer tn the

sutymy, spenf_in_jneessand. discussinns.of this gpbject before
every eongtifnensy in the conntry. I refer to the elections,
in which the iamc so clearly put was not Jess decisively
answered. And lastly, but not least, 1 refer to that resignation
of the late Administration on which I have not to prononnce
one word of censure, but about which I am sure I am jnstificd

in stating that it was an unusual course. I have noither to

pronounes nor to insinnate any BREETbut assuredly T am
justified in raying that it forms the most emphatic testimony
to the character of that judgment-, which has IiIl"Eﬂd]l' be:n
pronounced by the representatives and by the people of the
Three Kingdoma.

Nor shall T dwell in any detail upoi the connter-argiments
which Lave lbeen ably, sincercly, apd persistently used in
defence of the Established Church. If I now refer to them,
it is to do little more than to suy that we are responsible
dor this measure, and shall be veedy upon every due occasion,
with all respect to those whe oppose us, to meet those counter-
arguments,

1t is said, thet the measure we are about fo introduce will
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be adverse to religion. 1 believe it to be favoursble to
religion, and to be essential to the maintenanes of those
principles of right on which every religion must rest. We
ghall be told, mere especially, that it iz adverse to the in-
teresta of Protestantism ; but we shall point to the condition
of Ireland, and shall argnd from the facts of that condition
that the interests of Protestantism have not been pramoted,
but, on the contrary, have been injutcd, by our perseverance
in & system which reason docs ot Justity.  We shall be told,
perheps, that we are invading the rights of Hﬁﬁejﬁ' No
possible confidence can be greator than the eonfidance with
which we shall meet that ergument. On former occasions,
indeed, ihinge have been done by Parliament, under the
extreme pressuve of the case, which it may be difficult to
reconcile with the extreme assertion of the righta of property.
There are clauscs, wnd important clenses, of the Chureh Tem-
poralities Act of 1838, which greatly strain the abetract
theory of the rights of property, and which I, for one, am
totally uneble to reconcile with its general roles. Bat, sa
fur as I know, there is no imputation that can fairly be made
against the measure we propose with respect to the rights of
property by any other persons than those who hold what
uppests to me the untensble—I may even say the extrava-

—doetring, that although Parlisment has a porfect right
to direet the course of the desgent of property in the cese of
natural dezcent, of lineage by blood, yet it haa na right, when
once the artificial existence of what wa call a corporation has
been created, to eontrol the existence of that corporation, or
to extinguish it even under the gravest publio exigency. We
shall ba told also of the Act of Union; and I cannot, nor
ghall I atiempt to dissemble that, on a peint which has
been described ns essentigl, we propose to alter that Aet. The
Act of Union has been aliered on other gcessions, thongh
never for so grave a cause as this; but we shall confldently
contend that while we mre altering this particular provision of
the Act of Union, we are confirming ite general purport and
substance, and labouring, to the best of our humble ahility,
to multiply those rcots which undfortunately it has never
vet adequately struck into the heart and affections of the
people. And lastly, Sir, this cleim 1, for one, confidently,




ESTABLISHED CHURCH (IRELAND). T

boldly make on behslf of the measure that we are intro-
dncing : T say we are giving effect to the spirit of a former
policy. The preat Minister, who proposed the Act of Union,
neither said nor believed that it wonld be possible, under a
legislative Union, to maintain the system of religious inequa-
lity, which he found subsisting in Ireland. On the contrary,
he has left upon reeord his strong conviction that the
countenance and sopport afforded from netiooal sources to
the Established Church must e extendsd to the other reli-
gions of the conntry. I odmit that we pumsue religious
equality by means different from those propossd by M Pitt
—{Mr. NEwpEeaTE: Hear, hear!] but by means, as I
belicve, better snited to the puwrpese we have in view, and
certainly more eonsonent to the spirit, to the opportunities,
and T will add tp the possibilities, of the times in which
wo live, Be that, however, as it may, and with all that
sllowanee for difference of moans, the end we have in view is
the same, and for that end we are entitled to quote the great
anthority of Mr. Pitt, and the authority of many of those whe
have followed him in their public carear,

Bir, having referrad to what I venture to call—although
not in any technical or formal sense—the previous atages of
this measure, I will briefly remind the Committee of the
character of the general declarationa by which the late The gemem
House of Commons was moved to action, and of those pledges EiroPet
—for I do not hesitata to recognise them as such—beforo the Homa of
country, which we are now called upen tb do cur bedt to iﬂ:m
redeem. I think, Sir, it wae wall understood to be the view famﬂ'-
of those who supported the Resolutions of last year that the =~
system of Church Establishment in Ireland must he beeught
thoroughly and completely to a close ; and that although the
word © disandowment  was never embodied in any Resolution
of this House, nor, so far as I recollect, was ever accepted
without qualification in the speeches of those who most pro-
minently snpported the Besolutions in debate, yet, as & gene-
ral rule, and for every substantial purpose and effect, an end
must likewise be put to the system of public sudonmené-for
religion in Ireland. While the principles of the measure
were laid thus broad and deep, it was likewise professed, and,




