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PREFACE.

—_— . —

Mg p Verg's poetry, like good wine, needs no
bush ; bnt & few remarks by way of introducing
this selection to the public mpy not be out of
place. -
Verse of a fine order i3 not necezsarily popular,
If 1t deal with large 1ssnes and does not oppeal to
mamentary interests, if it be fres from oll attempts
to cateh the teick of the time, and expresses the
nebler and more permancot aspects of human Tife,
it will in all likelibhood fail for a while to reach the
position it ecan justly claim. A “fit agdience
will, indeed, gladly listen to the poetic voice and
appreciate its beauty ; bot, invalueble thongh this
judgment may be, sinee it indicates in a mensnre the
verdict of futucity, it is not all-sufficing. A poet’s
kope is to touch the heart of his nation, even if—
like Milton—he ba content with a world s0 small
and it is his jor to know that thonghts which have
given plezaure to him ave diffuzing pleasuee fur dod
widee 'This is surely an ambition which o mun



