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TO Hl'-l_
MUZIO CLEMENTL

Whaar greater honor can an author render
hizself than to inform the world he has a
friend, who is #t once a man of acknow-
ledged wenius, and tried virtne? In behalf
ef vour gewius, your musical compositions
bear ample testimony ; and of your virtue I
have reecived proofs so indubitable that,
while T have life, they never can be for-
sotten.  Should my name be fortunate
enough to rvach posterity, how many will
reflect, with a pleasing sigh, on the felieity
of a man who was the contemporary and
imtimate of Cugmentr. May this consoling
hope be realiscd : may we stand recorded
friends, in still more enlightened and there-

fore still more happy ages !

T. HOLCROT'T.

936851



ADVERTISEMENT,

THERE are few pleasures sa oredt, Or S0 pure, as
that of being able, by a well told tale, to fix the at-
tention, rouse the passions, and held the faculties in
anxious und impatient suspense. This pleasure is
mcreased in proportion as the Spectators of a Druna,
or the He:zders of o Narrative, zare known to be nu-
merots.  When multitudes agree in sentiment, and
sympathise in fecling, when they proncunce with
equal fervor, and applaud with unanimous warnely,
the “enjoyment af such general praise becomes in-
toxzicating. Tn the Drama, forgetting how many
Clainants there are, who must divide among them
the merit that is due to the whole, the Poct is but
too apt to attribute to himself effects, which are the
result of a great combination of talents,

Had pot the applanse bestowed by the Public on

the following Picce been uncommon, such a train of



ADVERTISEMENT.

thoughts would scarcely have occurred.  Keady,
however, as an Author may be to think too highly
of himself, I hope this error, in the present instanee,
has not been egregious. 1 cannot forget the aid T
received from the French Dvama, from wlinch the
principal incidents, many of the thoughts, and much
of the manner of telling the story, are derived. 1
exerted myself to select and unite masterly sketches,
that were capable of forming an excellent merure ;

and the attempt has not failed.

I can as little overlook the Performers, the Coin-
poser of the Music, the Scenery, and the Dunces ;
all which, in representation, have so essentinlly con-
tributed to suceess. I acknowledge their respective
aid with plessure. The performers, especially, have
displayed nnconymon brillianey of talent: but, how-
ever gratelul my thenglits, | dare not veptire to
mention individuals, lest the persons not pamed
should think themselves neglected,  Beside, in order
to be just, he that praises must exmnine and diseri-
minate ; and this is not the place for a dissertation
on the dramatic Art. 1, therefore, can hut repeit

my sincere tribute of commendation to all, and



ADVERTISEMEN'T.
thankfuily avew the cthcacy of the suppent 1 have

received. .

1 should be temped to say something of the pa-
ture, powers, amd scenie effeets of the Melo-Dramne;
but that my thoughs mnst necessarily be given with
too much brevity aud histe.  Other Dramatic wii-
ters will certiainly produce these effects in & much
wmoce mature and perfect state; and of the pleasures

Lh--_-.r yield T shall be happy to partike.
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TALE OF MYSTERY.

ACT L

SCENE L. A Aall in the house of Bonamo,
with two side doors, and folding doors in the
back scene: a table, pen, ink, and paper,
chairs, &e.  Music, to express discontent
ared alern.

Euter Sevrina and Framerra.

Selina,

YFDU seem hurried, Fiametta 7

Fram. Hurried, truly! Yes, yes; and you'll
be hurried too.

Sel. 12

Figm. Fine news!

Sel. Of what kind ?

Figm. A very bad kind. The Count Re-
maldi—



