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MATTHEW DAVENPORT HILL, ESQ.,Q C.,

RECORDER OF BIRMINGHAM, AND JUSTICE OF PRACE
FOR THE COUNTY OF BOMERSET.

My Dean Sir,

To none, more appropriately than to yourself, can I dedicats
this essay, which owes very much of whatever information it
may be found to contain, to principles and facts learned
from you, and from works bronght to wmy notice through your
kind attention.

I have endeavoured, in the following pages, to popularize
a very important, yet, to the vast majority of the public,
imperfectly understood subject. I have, from many sonrces,
striven to make plain to all, the great benefits to be derived
from the establishment of Reformatory Sehools: I have
attempted to sccomplish thin object by facts apd figures,
gathered from various anthorities, and backed by the opinions
of those who are old advooates of the cawse: in this
portion of the subject I have found my best assistance
in the works of Miss Carpenter,—in your own Charges,
#s Recorder, to the Grand Jury of Birmingham,—in the
Report snd Evidence of the Committee on Criminal and
Destitute Juveniles,—in the Reports of the Birmingham
Conferences of 1861, and 1858, and in the Lecture on
Mettray, lately delivered in Leeds, by Mr. Robert Hall,

Upon the great prineiple of Parentan Respoxsisrimy, I
lave derived from the work on ** Crime ; its Amount, Canses, and
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Bemedies,” and from the varions Reports to the Prison Directors
of your brother, Mr. Frederick Hill, the most invaluable aid :
to your brother belonga the credit of having been the first to
impress upon the Government the value of Parental Respon-
sibility, as the besi means of repressing Juvenile Crime.

In support of my wiews I have given the opinions of
others, and have contented myself with facta; and I have,
I believe, in =0 doing, adopied the best and surest means of
rendering a knowledge of the Reformatory School Move-
ment plain to all readers, and likely to gain their support ;}—
becanse, as Bydney BSmith wrote—* The English are a
calm, reflecting people ; they will will give time and money
when they are convinced ; but they love dates, names, and
certificates, In the midst of the most heart-rending
narratives, Bull requires the day of the month, the year of our
Lord, the name of the parish, and the countersign of three
or four respectable householders, After these affecting
circamstances he can no longer hold ocut; but gives way
to the kinduess of his nature—poffs, blubbers—and sub-
seribes.”

Let ns hope, s we have facts and figures on our side,
that the people of thess Kingdoms may, in support of
Voluntary Reformatory Schools—as regulated by the Act
of last Session—* puff, blubbar, and subscribe ;" —thus, even-
tuslly, we may be able to poict fo many English Befor-
matories, national and useful as Red-Hill, successful and
noble in design as Mettray.

1 have the honor to be, dear Sir,

Always faithfully yours,
PATRICK JOSEPH MURRAY.
1 Upper Pembroke-Strest, Dublin,
Seplember, 1864.



REPORMATORY SCHOOLS IN FRANCE AND
ENGLAND.

“ A Child, even when Crimioal, shoudd e irested s s Child, and sent to & Refortnntory
Schood, and pol toa Prisvo, BEroEr OF 4 CoMMITYEE AFPOINTED 7o Exrauma 1wro
THE BTATE OF JUVEFILE CRIME [N KEWOASTIE AP (ivEsmzan, T607,

* Whatever viows may ba entertaioed taspecting ndule eriminnls, sl agres that
Maforsestion is Ut ohlect to be almed st with yonog offecders @ oof 8 1t doubted that
the Gacl i 5ot & tros Baformatery Bobwcl, theugh af prassat the only ofe proviiod by
onr conntry ; slsce th da of young 1#] to ik ooma forth
not o dimiolsh, bob to wwell the moks of vien Juvesick Decirgoests, ToEin Cox-
OITION AND TRELTMEST. DY Masr QARFpvTEN, 1550,

*“ Il eat i nywibmen qul oo réatisent rien, mals c'eatb pares qulls imeginent 1impos-
sitde. Mettray o posd 1a lnlte, 16 polnt de départ entre Jo progrits ot Fotople, ¢'est
pourgont Metiray s rencootrd des lmitatenm  RarronT oh M, Dauers, Dinicrctn o&
Li COLOWIE AOBTCOLE DE METTEAT, 1854,

" Locompte pindral B¢ 1'administration de s Jurthoe erieunelle, qul & réanmé lea re-
sualtats de lapériode de LB b 1850,  conatatd que Yo wombre moyen des rifcidives, parmi
Loa fibérds da sept Stahtasmmonts principans avait vard de 100 11 p. 10 31 Tan compars
catts proportion ) eelle qud ent eignalde plus beut poor jae sdolies (85 p. 104 poor bes hom-
mes, & 2T p. 100 poor 1ea fanmoee}, 00 B's pas b rigrottor lés secrifices que I'Etat ioiposs
pour la pdgindratlon mosale de cetts population.” HaFPORY 4 LUENPIXIUE HOR
+ ETABLISSEMENTS D' EpDCaTion ConpecTiwEia: pr Jerwes Derasus.  Le Monitewr,
17 Mal, 1854-

The sentiments conveyed by, end the traths taught in, the
sentences which we have placed, by way of epigraph to this
essay, will, at the out-set, render evident to each reader the
opimions which we, in common with many others in these

ingdoms, hold upon the great and important questions of
Juvenile Criminality, of Juvenile Reformation, the causes
which conduce to the former, and of the best and surest means
of securing the latter. Bix years apo these topies were under-
stood, in all their paramount and pressing force, by & few of the
thonghtful and far-seeing whose duties, or whose philunthropy
brought them in contact with those who have been, with ter-
rible and woful appropriateness, called our * Cily Arabs,” our
“ Home Heathens.”  To these friends of the young eriminal
it was evident that the Gaol was but a new = ilot of erime,
furnishing fresh incentives to fature viae—dmc{ they tested
and proved that truth stated by the Newcastle and Gateshead
Committee—they proved in many schools what had been
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known from the warking of those of Stretton-on-Dunsmore,
and the Philanthropic—that the Schoolmaster was more potent
in repressing juvenile eriminality then the Gaoler—and they
taught the nation that A Cmip, xveN wHEN CRIMINAL,
SHOULD BE TREATED a8 & Cgitp, anp sest to A Herom-
MATORY Sowoor aND ¥oT To & Prison.” These were great
and solemn teachings; but, like all other great and solemn
things, could ouly be accomplished by patient, unflinching,
never-donbting minds.

The Jesnits have a maxim, one of the hard, cold, wise
sayings: in which Bulwer Lylton’s Doefor Riceabocea delighted,
proclaiming that “there 1a no theologian so dangerous fo
religion &8 a very pions fool.” Dounbtless, in the days when
Pascal and Arnauld were eriticizing the teachings of Escobar,
of Molina, and of other writers of the Order, the truth of the
maxim wes deeply felt and acknowledged by the opponents
of Port-Royal ; and, since that period, many s friend of many
a unoble canse has comprehungid the meral of the Jesmit
axiom, when hehas found an honest, important, sble advoeate,
embarrassing the progression of a movement, by & conrse of
policy springing from over zeal, and supported by the too T
anxiety of a mind measuring the ecapacity of other minds by
its own knowledge, feelings, and aspirations. Thus, at all
events, we have thought, whilst reading the letters of the
Rev.8ydney Turner, dated,reapectively, June Srd and 8th, 1854,
and published in The Finmes.

For some years the Reformatory School movement has
been slowly, very slowly, advaneing in these kingdoms: *
but it has been advancing, and from the fiest faint indica-
tious of public appreciation of the priuciple, which Miss
Carpenter relates, to the period when, in his Ofarge to the
Jurors of Birmingham, Mr. Hill so powerfully and earnestly
recommended, from the Bench, the adoption of the system,
sucoess has proved the wisdom of the Reformatory Behool
Principle, even whilst failure has somelimes been the lot of
the Reformatory Sedesf. Winlst reading the letters of Mr.
Turner, we were fully acquainted with all the facts recounted
in the Eeport of M. de Persigny, Minister of the Interior, in

® For a history of the rise, progress, and position of the Reformatory
Schools of Eogland and she Continent, see Inreg Quanreary Revizw,
Vor. IV. Ne. 18, Art.' Our Juvenile Criminala—The Bchool-master
or the Gaoler;” and No. 14, Art.* Reformatory and Ragged Schools™
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France, aud published in the Monitewr of the 17th of May,
1854. We read these letlers with amazement: we could
hardly believe that the same Mr. Turner who spoke so elo-
quently and so hopefully, at the Birmingham Conference of
1853, could express the sentiments contsined in the letters
of 1854,—because we knew that M. de Permsigny's feport
ghould have excited no feeling in Mr, Turner's heart, save one
of satiefaction, at discovering that every hope expressed in Bir-
mingham was more than fulfilled, to the completest fruition,
by the declarntiona of the official document. We saw that
the chief sources of failure in France, where failure wes proved,
arose from eavses such as are peculiar to France, snd scarcely
to be contemplated as obstacles in England ; or had their origin
inthemismanagementof those who presided over the provincial,
and smaller, Schools, We sew that the great parent house,
Mettray, flourished successfully and nsefully a8 ever, guided
by the wisdom, and prudence, and care of M. Demets. We
found that M. de FPersigny bore, sa Mr. Turner states in his
second letter,” a marked and erophatic testimony to the success
of the reformatory system, so far as relstes fo the reformation
of the young offenders themselves who are subjected to it. Taking
the young persons discharged from the reformatory 'schools
since 1840, he statea that only eleven per cent. have besn re-
convicted, or have relapsed into crime—a result which, hajusll_y
says, compensates the State for all the sucrifices and exerlions it
has made.” 'We saw all these things, and knowing the unim-
peachable integrity, honor, and purity of intention which have
ever distinguished Mr, Torner, the sxcellent Direclor of thePhil-
anthropic School at Bed Hill, we could only conclude that
he had written his unhappily timed letters, not so much from a
mistaken view, or incorrecs understanding of the evidence
furnished by the French Governmental {, az h
opinions eolored, and through hopes warped from their old
tendencies, by information emére that offered by the Rapors.
But the result of these letters has been lamentable. The
Times, which on the 22nd of December, 1353, was, for The
Times, enthusiestic in support of the Reformatory School system,
is now all for rigors, an:f corporal austerities. *

* For the arguments, most powerful and convincing, of ** The Times,"
at the above date, see Inlan Qoanreeyy REview. Vol IV, No. 13. p. 70
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That Mr. Turner doss not, strictly considered, support these
views, is true, ns his second letter proves ; but he has, unin-
tentionally, given cclor fo sn argument which we are sure he
would n ﬁvmm, that pain should be made a part of Refor-
matory INscipline, and that to the absence of it msy be attri-
gz.]tfd 1ihﬂ assumed failure of the ¥rench, minor, Reformatory

ools.

Before we proceed in our ohservations upon the question
of Government support of Reformatory Schools, which is just
now, for the first time, recognized by the Legislature, wo think
it advisable to insert here a translation of thet portion, relating to
JuvenileCriminals, of M. dePersigny's Report, aud the only por-
tion which has reference to our subject. The translation is of some
length, end aims at closeness and sec rather than freedom
and elegance; but we desirenow, when our Legialature seems anx-
ioua to test the prineiple, to enable every reader to comprehend
the whole aubject, in its fullest scope; and for the satisfaction of
readers of a more important class, we have added a reprint of the
original French Report, in the appendix, sbthe end?this paper.
The Raport, then, translated, ia as follows i—

ESTABLISHMENTS FOR THE CORRECTIONAL EDU-
CUATION OF YOUTHFUL CRIMINALS.

« The situation of young prisoners, submitted to correctional train-
ing by virtue of the 66th articls of the Penal Oode, and found guilty
by theapplication of the 67th and 68th Articles, should, from the
interest naturally sttached to that enrly age, and the hopes of
amendment which it bolds ont, oceupy a large place in the soli-
citnde of your Goverament.

The decree of the Sth of August, 1850, which has transferred to
my Department, the mannﬁm snperintendence of these children, in
deciding that they shou ﬁe employed in icnltural labor in
public or private establishments, has entrusted to the executive
CGloveroment the care of fixing the interlor discipline of theae
institutions, snd the pature of the patronsge which sheuld follow
and protect the young détenus after being set at liberty. The
first of thess documents, prepared by the Cooneil of the Inspectors
General of Prisona has Eeen sabmitted to the deliberation of the
Council of Btate ; the second will be presented in a few days.

These establishmanta have been the objects of frequent inspection,
and all the information ealeulated to simp]i?ga:he fuestion in a
legal, disciplinary, and statistic point of view, been collected. ®

* Considerations on the Apriewltural Colonies, by MM. G.de Lu-
ricu and H. Romand, Inspectors-General of Oharitable Institutions.

Repoet of M. Louis Pervot, Inspector-General of Prisora, on the
esteblishing of Penal Colonies in Corsica and Africa.

Historic und Statéstic Absirect of the Agriculivral Colorics, by MM.



