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Preface

My earlier editing of this poem provided considerable
material which I have beea able to use with little modifi-
cation in the present work. On the other hand, =3 the
plen of this book i different, and as hew opinions on cet-
win points had in the mean time been broached, and
needed to be dealt with, the new edition is not 2 mere
condensation of the carlier.  Inm one respect, howewer, and
that perhaps the most essential, T have been true to my
first conception : I have endravored to present the poem,
fragmentary a3 it is, a8 a work of am, persuzaded
that unless philological seholarship tends to exalt life, and
the nobler aspects which life has assumed, or under which
it has been conceived, the less we have of it the betrer,

YALE UNIVERSITY,

Dec, 21, igaz.
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Fntrodbuction

MANUSCRIPT

TrE manuscript is the well-known Cotton Vitellivg
A. XV of the British Muscum, probabiy of the tenth
century, which likewise contains (fol. 129"-198%) the
poem of Beemwuwlf. The whole manuscript was fisst
described by Wanley, Catalsgos, pp. 218-21g ; then in
Planta’s Catalogue of the Manuscripts in the Cottanian
Litrary (London, :30:}, and cleewhere. Beswdes the
Bepronlf and the Fwditk, it contains eight other picces,
these two forming the fnal ones,

Aﬁrcmrf;:dmm!mdmrufthcﬂuﬁmmnmmu—
scripts, and injured others, among the latter being this
otie., The injury consisted In the scorching of is edges
and the shriveling of certain leaves. In some places the
edges have been chipped away; and words, or portions
of words, lost. It does not appear, howewver, az Dir
Tinker remarks (The Trandations of Beowoulf, p. B
that these losses are of 30 great importanceas the remarks
of some prominent Old English scholars might lead one
to suspect ; * and it is certain that some awkward read-
ings of the Fudith are due to the blunderings of one or
mare seribes, though if Foster's conjecture s right, and
the poem was composed about g15, there ean hardly have

! But the Irq'llru e mnabutcript b of len In:;;imn’ in thia me..
llmlltrll- Plip_i'ml.ul.l:j'l'l-ﬂni.l befare the imjury
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been many tramseriptions, on the theory that the manu-
script Is of the tenth century, The mixture of dialectic
forms, however, seems to indicate that 2 Northern origi-
nal passed through one or more hands, and that the last
scribe, at all events, belonged to the Late West Saxon
pericd. Forms like h#ksta (4, 94) 2nd sehata (73), for
example, point to the Nogh, while such as dvkita (309)
are clearly West Saxon; so sfced (96), Bafzd {197),
medsevbrige (229) seem distinetively Northem (Foster,
Fudith, pp. go—51).

The Fudithk begine in the manoscript immediately
after the Feesvnlf, and covers fol. rg9*—zeé® A photn-
graphic facsimile of the Beswowlf pages was published by
the E.arl}r English Text Eﬂl,‘.i.l:tjl' in 1882, with a trans-
literation and notes provided by Professer Zupitss ; and
apl.gc{‘mn‘] of the Fudich is similarly reproduced in
my eatlier edition, comtaining lines 55* to 65 An
autotype facsimile of all the pages of the Fudith is in my
possession, and I ghall be happy to facilitate its consulta-

DATE

Very few of the 0ld English poems are dated. Those
of which we are most cert=in are the ones on the hattles
of Maldon end Brunanburh, and these must have been
written soon after the respective dates of those battles,
a. D. 37 and gg1 5 and the Cynewnlfian poemas, Foli-
ana, Elene, and Christ, which must have been written not
far from the year 2oo.  The latter poems have the name
of the poet spelled in runes, the two former as Cyne-
wulf, the latter as Cynwulf. Mow the form Gyme- bepgins
to appear about 750, and Cym- about Boo ;' hence the
Chrid may be conjecturally dated about Boo, or even

b See Slevers’ proofe in Anglia 13, n-as.
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later ; the Eleme only emough earlier to permit of the
poet’s alluding to himself as an old man ; and the Yuliara °
within the limits of Cynewulf's activity as a religious
poet.  All that can be said with selative certzinty is that
the Ckrint no doubt belong= to the early ninth century,
that the Efene can hardly be more than ten or a dozen
years earlier, at most; and that the Julianma can be only
:lfgw!runnrl::rth:nihcﬂhr if indeed 1t be not later
(for on this point we have no evidence). Of the remain-
ing potins, the verse translation of the Metres of Boethius
ety at ¢arliest, fall at the very end of the ninth century,
since it was executed either by Alfred or by some later
writer. ‘The interpoiated portion of Gemerr, known as
Geaesis B, can hardly be ezrlier than the middle of the
nitth eémtonry, since it is based upon an Old Saxon pocm
which ie ascribed to shout 350 or Bqo, Cedmon’s Hymn
would date from about 670, and Bede' s Death-Song from
735. [t iz generally apreed that in its present form the
Feenvulf can not be kater than about 750, These are
almest the only poems which can be dated somewhat
af others. The Andreas, Guthlac B, and
the Phosnix ebemmngnedbrmmemﬂmmﬂyu—
wulf, the cvidence being perhaps clearest in the case of
the Andreas. The rest of the poems must be dated on
the basiz of interoal evidence, by a comparizon of dictlon
and metre with those of the foregoing, or perhaps rarcl
with Continental poems of date app: mrmnuf
The Fudith exhibita some
phraseology with the Fuliana, tbe.Eﬁ:u amd the.rhd'rm.r;
with Genesis 4, the Battle of Maldom (Byrhtnoth), and
the Beewvulfy and, at a greater remove, with Gy of
Mea, the Dream of the Eood, the Fialms, etc. For
example, the phrase ic 87 . . . biddan wwyile (83-84
found also in Beewnlf and Amdreasy cine under s



