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A REPORT

On the Family History of the Chief Clans of the Roy
. Bareilly District by W, C. Baxverr, C. B.

1. The earliest glimpse of authentic history in
this Distriet is afforded by Major On’s discovery
in the neighbouring distriet of Bultanpoor of an
earthen pot containing several hundred coins of
the Indo-Seythic dynasty which reigned in Kabul
before and cotemporaneously with the commence.
ment of our Era, The fact that all the ccins
belong to the same series makes it nearly certain that
the date of their consignment to the receptacle from
which they have just been delivered was between
17 and 18 centuries ago. The names Kadphises
and Kanerki, the title Kao Nans Rao, and the
Mithraic words ** Okro” and ** Athro ”” are distinctly
legible; there are other inseriptions which might
be explained by an experienced numismatologist.

Mr. Capper discovered some very fine gold coins
of the 8kanda Gupta series at Buxar; and hesides
these the irregularly shaped hits of zilver with
devices stamped one over the other, and apparently
at differont times, which were the coin of an un-
known period of antiquity, are nof uncommon.

2. TFrom this it may be inferred that some kind
of oivilization existed in this Distriet from very
eaily times down to alb least the end of the third
century A. D., and it is no wild conjecture that the
desglation which we discover when its modern hise
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tory commences was due to the exterminating wars
which marked the revival of Brahmanism.

8. The first piece of local history is connected
with Dalmau which appears to have been a flour-
ishing town from early fimes. On ahill fo the
North-West of the fort ie atill shown the tomb of a
Muhammadan martyr Badr-ud-din, whose tradi-
tional date is 646H., {1248A.D.) From an old
Hindi stery book which professes to have been
copied in 1043H., from an original composed in

# Jauos Shah praceded Firmon  1T9HL. (1587A. D.,) we
Y hros. of:: Bechs. learn that #*Jauna Shah,
the Lieutenant of the Emperor Firoz, had stopped
at Dalmanr on his way to what was to become
Jaunpur, and had besutified the city, It is further
stated that Malik Mubarik was the Governor, and
that there was a considerable colony of Mus.
salmans, besides a settlement of Chauhans and
Sunars. Malik Mubarik’s name is still held in
great reverence at Dalmau, and his tomb is shown
in the fort. The kings of Gudh used to allow a
small monthly stipend for the purpose of keeping
a light burning on if, and the government officials
when they arrived at the fown were expected to pay
it a visit before they proceeded to their work. From
thig it may be inferred that he was the founder of
the Mussalman settlement, and that before the time
of Jauna Bhah the town had been entirely Hindd.

4, Towards the end of the fourteenth century
the town was in danger from the neighbouring
Bhars, who under the rule of four brothers had
established something like an organized Govern-
ment over the Bareilly and Dalmau pargannahs,
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Dal and Bal had forts at Delman and Roy Ba-
reilly, while two less famous brothers, Xaphur and
Bhawan, were settled at Budawanpur. It is said
that Dal offered violence to the daughter of a Dal-
mau Saiad, and the complaints of the insulted
father brought Ibrahim 8harki from Jannpur to
avenge the indignily. If is at any rate certain
that this king fought a great hattle with the Bhars
at Sudawanpur and drove them before him into the
Dalmrau fort, where after a stubborn defence their
whole army was destroyed. The tomb of the Bhar
Chieftains is still shown at Pakhrauli, rather more
than 8 mile from Dalmau, and is eelabrated by & fair
in the autumn, at which great numbers of Ahirs
collect, and offer milk to the souls of the departed
heroes. The women of the Bharotia Gotra of Ahirs
do not wear anklets, saying that they are still mourn-

ing for their kings,

5. This success at Dalmau was only part of a
regular Mussulman conquest of the whole distriot.
Iun 796H., (1894A. D.,) Khwaja Jahan the Subeh-
dar of Kanauj, Oundh, Karra and Jaunpur had
asserted his independence, and his successor on the
throne of Jaunpur, Shams-ud-din Ibrahim BShah
Sharki applied himself fo consolidate his power
over the subjeot provinces. Already ho had .estab-
lished his rule at Balon, Prashadipur, Fais, and
Manikpur.

6. Balon is said fo derive its name from Bali-
vahana who relieved the country from the presence
of a demon called Sabasr Bahan, and founded the
town. . '
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Prashadipur is said to be called after Paras Ram
Deo, the Oudh incarnation of Vishnu, but etymolo-
gically it is much more likely that Réja Prashad
Singh the great Kanhpuria who subdued this neigh-
bourhood in Tilokehand’s time gave his name to an
older town. Near it is the village of Ranki the

® Nors.—This Bdj is slso con- ¥8ditional seat of the Go-
B b oo by Vernment of * fidja Bhar-
ia peculiarly vaineble. fari elder brother of Bik-
ramsjit. This unfortunate prince was cheated by
his brother out of a magic fish, the digestion of
which gave the knowledge of all things that occur-
red in the threo worlds. He dissembled kis disap-
pointment, and retired to the distant solitudes of
Oudh where he founded the eity of Ranld.

The present inhabitants say that Ranki iz the
Bhar name for a wine seller, and that they have
occasionally found in their village gold coins,
chains, and articles of domeastic nse which have
been exposed by the rainy season ; they were, how-
ever unable or unwilling to show me any of these
relica. The ruina themselves are sufficiently re-
paarkable. A sea of bricks represents what must
have once been a larze town, in the midst of which
high grass grown mounnds preserve the sites of lofty
mansions. To the Souwth-West of the town there is
a large oblong fortress measuring about 250 yards
in one direetion, by 150 in the other, and surrounded
by a moaf some 80 yards wide.

7. The old name of Jais was Ujaliknagar, and
it was the geat of a Bhar kingdom. The irregular
appearance of the town is attributed to the caprice
of ita Bhar monarch, whe in constantly recurring
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fits of drankenness had a methodical madness for

® Norw.—Mapikehand ss well as Dal
and Bal the Bhar Chisfbalon are conetantly
sppenring ab any time within the yewrs
1000 14004, D, and have encneu;ﬁ:]lﬁ
sluded all my efforts to saddle thew: wit
adste, I think it probabls that Mauik.
chand and possible that Dal and Bal lived
;1:; the beginning of the thirteenth ocon-

# Not®.—TIn Bhekh Ahmad's hi of
the Baiade of India, it is stated that h-
ud-din Gardezi sotklod ot Manikpor in the
reign of Hutbuddin-bin-Altansh. At Ma-
nikpur they supposa two Shahabeud-dins,
one of the 13th mmt'uH, and anothur father
of Bharf-ud-din Enzi-ol-Enzeat in Thrabgm
Baltan's time. Like alf the Mubammedan
families of Boy Bureilly and Yertabgurh
pedigree,

¥

they have no trustworthy

raising fortifications
Manikpur was named
after Manikchand®
the great Cahrwar
Rija who reizmed
from that town. Itis
said that he feli at the
hands oft8hahab-ud-
din Gardezi, the Lieu-
tenant of Ibeahim

Sharki. A part of the
remnants of his family fled to S8alon, of which town
their descendants are at present part proprietors.

8. After his success at Dalmau the Shah march-
ed on Roy Bareilly, which like the towns just men.
tioned was af that time n Blar village elustersd
round a large fort. The tradiiions of the Tar Bir
demon, and the monstrous well whose overflowing
threatened to swamp the town have already been
told. It is singular that traces of buffalo sacrifice
which must have deacended from the DBhar times
existed in eomnection whith this fort upto annexation,
‘When a Muhammadar Nazim came he sacrificed the
buffalo ; a Hindi contended himself with slitting
its ear.

9. The next enemy met by the Muhammadans
was the Bais colony in the south west of the Dis-
triot, and it is necessary that I should stop to give
an account of that remarkable family.

Their early history is involved in much chscurity,
and for the sake of clearness I will here leave all
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other families than the Tilokchandi Bais out of
consideration. The atory of the birth and life of
Balivahana, the son of the world serpent, and their
first ancestor has all the appearance of being a
genuine tradition, in spite of the monstrous and
indecent Brahmanical traditions with which it has
been overlaid ; and it agrees well with probable
historical conjecture that this prince was one of the
Takshak or S8cythian Dynasty who were known as
Nagasor snakes by their Arian subjects, a conjecture
which is further confirmed by the fact that the
serpent iz the tribe deity of his descendants at the
present day,

The original tradition as far aa I have been able
to extract it from the varions accounts which I have
heard, is s follows :—A son of the great world ser-
pent was brought up under the roof of a potter of
Mungi Patan on the Narbadda, and early showed by
his wit and atrength that he was destined to be a
king. Asa judge among his youthful companions,
by what would now ba considered a simple prooess
of cross examination, he excited the wonder of &
people unaccustomed to law coarts; and deserved
and received the same kind of honor as was accord-
ed to Daniel by the Jews of the captivity after his
snccessful investigation of the case of Susanna and
the Elders. His amusement was to make clay
figures of elephants, horses, and men at arms, and
before he had well reached manhood he led his fie-
tile army to do battle with the great King Bikrama-
jit. When the hosts met, the clay of the young
hero became living hrass, and the weapons of his
enemies fell harmless on the hard material. Bik-




