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PREFACE.

AS a Mother fondly regards her off:
spring, just entering the world, and an-
ticipates the admiration it may meet:
so the hopes of Authors generally ex-
ceed their fears, or they ecould not
ventore on a path in which so many
have before appeared to advantage,
The Author of the present work fears
to anticipate its reception, It may be
gaid, there is nothing new mn it.  In the
repository of her brain, it would be
difficult to find what bas not been



vili FREFACE.

delineated by an abler hand. Nume-
rous and fleeting are the images of her
fancy, and did she stop to enquire if
she had seen them before, or where,
ere she committed them to paper,
they would vanish without allowing her
to discover their origin.

Bome may ask, 18 not this a prool of
her folly P—0f the fickleness of her
imagination, it certainly is—yet her
mind 15 fixed to rejecr every thing

injurious to the morals of her readers.

“ On my strain
Perhaps een now some cold fistidious judge
Casts a disdalnful eye, and calls my toil,
And calls the love and benuty which T sing,
The dream of folly."”
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In the character of © Lucilla” she
has endeavoured to shew the best
preparatives for an exalted station,
are modesty and humility.

The picture may have been drawn
before, and in colours far more bright
and durable.

Lady Newton’s history is not without
a parallel, even in real life. Excess of
friendship has often been attributed to
females, and has produced much evil.

Enthusiasm, however directed, can
produoce no good. Our relative duties
are so connected, that no one can over-
step 1ts appointed Dbounds, without
interfering  with another, which haa

equal claims on our attention.



