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APOLOGETIC AND EXPLANATORY.

SR TEER PO S

The author of this work 1s fully conscious of some errors of
sanesston as well as commeission 1o be found within its pages,
although he deems them of minor impertance, when compared
with the really valuable and useful practical infornation it con-
tains, upon a much neglected but highly Important hranch of
velerinary science and art. It was mtended that its pages
should have been ensiched with first-class engravings illus-
trative of the doctrines and the practice taught, These, how-
ever, the exigencies of professional duties, and other circum.
stances, would not admit of being executed in & manner that
would be deemed satisfactory to the public, or the anthor,
within the limits of time at the lalter’s disposal. He (rusts
that his desire for the issiance of his work during the most
momentous celebration of human progress of modem times,
may, 1o some cxtent, further excuse this onussion, as well as
the reduction of the eriginal price—Five Doliars with illustra-
vons, o Three Daollars without them, It is the aothor's
intention to fully complete his work in a future edition, and
to make it worthy in cvery respect of the age of enlightened
progress in which we live: of the great ¢poch now heing
celebrated ; of the Country, pa# execllence, which as vet, has
exhibited the highest developement combined with the greatest
whilization of speed in the noblest of all animals, the Horse ;
and of the important protessson to which he has the honor to
belong,






INTRODUCTORY.

—

HUMANE SQCIETTES AND IB.-II"R(]\.'L'U HORSESHOEING.

Amongst the various secondary objects which Humane Seo-
cieties, the world over, propose to themselves to attain in order
to carry into effect their highest henevolent intentions towards
the inferior order of created beings, which are associated with,
or subject to, the service of maukind within the different spheres
of civilization, there 15 none I deem of more transcending im-
portance tothe best interests of society, in subserving the noble
aims, greater and lesser, which those societies have in vicw,
and the well being of the quadruped under consideration, than
rmproved methods of shecing hovses, whether for the purpose of
preventing discase and lameness, or for removing or amelior-
ating those abnormal conditions when prusent.  The full meas-
ure or complement of afl that iz possible in these directions,
oughl to be accomplished.

The writer of the following pages on pathological horse-
shoeing, deeply impressed with this view, as well as actuated
by a profound conviction of personal duty, earnestly desires to
enhist the active sympathies and assistance of the above socie-
ties in cvery civilized community on behalf of what he regards
as his mission of mercy to the victim of the most unaccount-
able 1gnorance of his necessities, in the management of one of
his most essential organs of uscfulness; yet, withal, an indis-
pensable and invaluable adjunct of civilization everywhere.

About three years since, the Scottish Society for the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals, awarded prizes “for the best and
most practical essays on horse-shoeing, in connection with the

comfort and soundness of the horse.” Upwards of forty essays
n



