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PREFACE.

Tue chiel purposs of thia volume, a8 of the others in the series, s to
help the pupil learn to read ; and to this object everything else 1a sob-
gervient. Bearing in mind the fact that only those children who like to
read ever become good readers, the author has endeavored so to construct
and arrange the several lessons as to make each reading exercise a sonres
of pleasure to all. The succeszive stories, poems, and other pieces have
been chosen so as to present & varlad saccession of thoughts and images
pleasing to the child —thos stimulating his interest from day to day,
arousing his curiosity, directing his imagination, and adding to his stors
of knowledge. The gradation i as nearly perfect as possible, each
lesaon being but & lttle mora difficnlt than that which precades it.  All
new worda that wonld be likely to offer the slighteat diffieulties to the
Jearner are printed in the word liste at the beginning of the selection.

Gince each recitation must necessarily be short, all the longer pleces
have been divided into parts—each part being sufficient in most coaes
for one lesson. This method obviates the objection usually made to long
selactions in bools of this grade, and makes it possible to present in
compiete form meveral adaptations of productions that are by common
consent recognized as classical. The constant trend of the lessons in
all the volumes in this series iz towarda leading the learner, as soon As
be is prepared for it, to & knowledge and appreciation of the best thinga
in the permanent literature of the world.

The illustrations are more numerous than in any other book of s
claas, and are thg work of the best artists. They are not merely pioturea
inserted for the purposs of ornament ; but are intended to be valuable
alds towardes making the reading exercise enjovable and instructive,
HSome will asist the child’s understanding ; some will excite and direct
hia imagination ; nearly all may be used zs the basis of interesting con-
versationg or object lessoms.

An examination of the wolome will reveal many other important
features. Among these, gpecial attention may be ealled to the following,
viz. : the literary quality of all the selegtions ; the adaptations from the
classics of our langmage, introducing the pupil to certain famous books
and their asthors; the nomerous lessons in naturs study; the many
atories of & moral or ethieal character which will appeal to the child’s
better nature and strengthen his love of right doing ; leasons relating to
the history of onr country or to the lives of great men ; short pieces to be
memarizad, ocenrring here and there throughont the volume. Many of
these features, while of great [mportancs in themselves, will appeal
eapecially to teachern who deaire to use the reading lesson as a center of
eorrelation with other studies.

a



CONTENTS.

The Btory of o Whistle . :
The Man, the Boy, and the
Donkey
Seeds and Plants . . . .
A Pleasant Way . . . . .
Foreign Lands . . . . .
The Nests of Birds "
How the Birds learned to build
Weats . . - = =« & 5 s
Pictore Books in Winter . .
Taming Animals . o g
The Wonderful Worid . . .
A Snmmer Day . . . . .
The Gentle Tigee . . . . .
The Town Mouse and the
Coontry Momse . . . .
Something abont Wasps
The Ride of Paul Revers . .
The Lost Lamb . .
The Swory of a Lost Lamb .
The Blue Jay . . . . .
The Golden Toweh .
The Clever Stariing . .
The Ship Coming Home
Eves and No Eyea . .
King Tawny Mane . . . .
Ants and their Ways .

e
TAGE
b | The General and the Corporal
BOYE « & o o & » = = 0
W GEAs . . . p - e e s s
14 | The Btory of Focahontas .
18| The Kingtisher . . . .
18| Bweet Viclets . . PR
21| Willlam Tell . . . . .
The Storks . . . . . .
24 What Iwould do . . . .
28 | The Apple . . . v o
20 | Two Strings to your Bow ., .
34 The Hare with Mauy Friends.
95| General Pateam . . . . .
a7 | «tme, two, three (' i
The Arrow and the Song . .
42 | A Brave Boy . . . . . .
45 | Be (rood, Sweet Maidl . . .
48 | The Story of Persephone .
54 | A Midsummer Song . . .
06 | The Btory of the Flax . .
84| Little by Little . . . . .
68 | Robert of Lincoin . . . .
78 | The Twenty-third Psalm . .
#2 | The Wonderfui Piper . .
84 | Verses to be Memorized . .
&2 | Beautifel Thinga . . . . .
88

Fiom

102
104
108
110
117
123
124
130
138
140
142
160
168
169
161
ez
1668
167
178
178
188
189
192
183



SCHOOL READING.
THIRD YEAR.

L

whistle candy tasted spend pennies
coppers jingled drawer shook shopkeeper

THE STORY OF A WHISTLE.

1 On the day that Benjamin Franklin was
geven years old, his mother and brothers
gave him a few pennies.

“What shall 1 do with these coppers,
mother?” he said. “Shall I keep them in
my pocket?”

2. “You may spend them for something
that you like,” said his mother.

“And may I have more when these are
gone ?" he asked.

s. His mother shook her head. “No, I
cannot give you any more, So you wmust

take care how you spend these.”
]
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. & The little boy ran out into the street.
The yellow pennies jingled in his pocket as
he ran, and made pleasant music for him.

5. Should he buy candy or toys? He liked
them both. He had not tasted candy for a
long time; and he could not remember that
he had ever played with a toy of his own.

s. He thought that the pennies in his
pocket kept saying, “ Candy or toys! candy
or toys!” And he could not make up his
mind which he wanted most.

7. As he was running along, he met a boy
blowing a whistle. “That is just what [
want,” he said; and he hurried across the
street to the place where whistles were sold.

8. ‘“Have you any good whistles?” he
asked. He felt as if he were almost & man.

‘““ Yes, plenty of them,” said the shop-
keeper. “ Will you buy a whistle to-day?"” -

. “I'll give you all the money I have for
one of them!” said Benjamin. He did not
think to ask the price,

“ How much money have you?” asked the
man. *Let me see.”
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10. Benjamin showed him the pennies. The
man counted them, and then said, *It's all
right, my little fellow.” He put the bright
coppers into his money drawer, and gave one
of the whistles to the little boy. * Here is
a whistle that will please you,” he said.

 Just hear me blow ftl"

L.

n. Benjamin Franklin was very happy.
He ran home as fast as he could, blowing
his whistle as he went.



