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INTRODUOTORY REMARES.

Tam Iate Poter Bedford waa o gentloman who, for &
long conrse of years, was most highly respected for his
philanthropic Tabours, sad greatly beloved by a wide cirde
of friends, on aceount of his peculiarly Eymipathizing and
genial disposition,

Throughoot his long life he pursned an netive, but un-
cstentations career of beneficent usofulness, especially in
the neighbourhood of his residence, first a4 Spitalfields
and subsequently st Ceoydon.

It wae his pleasure and privilege to be for TANY Fears
intimately associated with eevers] of the leading philan-
thropists of his time, as for instance with Mrs. Fry
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2 INTHODUCTONY RAEMATKE.

and her two noble brothers Joseph John and Bamuel
Gurney, with Measrs, William Allen, Basil Montague,
William Crawlord, and William Furster,‘ alao with Bir
#Thomas Fowell Buxton, Bert., Count Von der Recke, and
the Right #on. Dr. Lushington, the venerable Judge of
the Eeclesinstical and Admiralty Conrts.

Whilet pifted with a warmth of heart and an earnest
devotednesa to charify, eqoal to that of any of these more

. gonerally known exeellent pervonsges, Mr. Bedford was,
on several acoounts, precloded from appearing so pro-
minently before the Christian poblic as it was their lot
to do, insgrouch ns his edueations] adventages had been,
comparalively, vory limited, and his social position, alap,
less favourable for 30 extensive an inllnence as theirs.

The Boriety of Friends (o which religions commanily
he belonged) occupied, thronghout his life, & considerable
ghare in Mr. Bedford's intersste and efforts. And, slthough
not a public preacher in that body, he was very frequently
engaged in varions srrangements, journeys, and suxiliary
undertakinga, in sid of its ministers, cepecially of thosa
whose labours parteok of a missionary character in foreign
Iands.

The sufferings of the poor, the temptations of their
ignorant and neglected children, the rescoe snd reforma-
tion of juvenile delinquents, and the smelipration of the
treatment of criminals, were very prominent objects of
Christian solicitode and effort with Mr. Bedford.
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*  Bat his special and characteristic usefalness wns effected
by & remarkable endowment of the facolty of individual
influenca, eap‘eciall}' in private conversation. Even many
of his more public engegements were ebielly of gervice aa
affording extended opportonitice for private labours of
kindly sympathy. Great eoavity and genial persuasive-
ness, tagether with a perpetual cheerfulpess and a peculiarly
gentle manner, rendered him a most agreeabls companion.
With these gifts of inlluence, sa his instraments, and deep
religious  convictions, ae thelr motive power, he was
eminently sneecssfil in that ephere of Christisn serviee,
by means of eonversational wzefolness, described as
“ parlour preaching,”™ by T, Watis, who, in one of his
works, remarls;—" He that has the happy talent of
petlour presthing, has aometimes done more for Cheist
and souls in the epmec of & few minutes, than by the
labour of many hours and days in the wimal course of
preaching in the polpit.”

In his latter years, Mr. Bedford enjoyed entertaining
hie visitors with interesting reminizcences of his earlier
and mere vigorous time. The writer of the following
pages hes listened many an bowr 4o the good man’s
narretives ; and from the memory of those occasions a
porticn of the foltowing pages hae been drawn up.  Other
portiona bave bean eompiled from a varety of sources, and
from the information of geveral intimate acquaintances of

Mr. Bedford.
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Amncther part of these slietches 18 copied from notas
taken down in shorthand (with Mr, Bedford's permission),
on the oceasion of two evening visits, by T. B. Bmithies.
His visite were snggested by Mr. Samuoel Gumey, M.P.,
who felt very desirous that, st lesst, & pavt of the
ingtroctive experiences of his venersble friend should be
preserved for the intercst ond benefib of others.

Thus, the prosent liltle work does not acmme the form
of a regular biography, so maoch as of ‘a collection of
reminiscences, sketchez, snd brief regearches into the
chief soenes and associations of Mr. Bedford's benevolent

and religions efforts.




