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PREFACE

THis selection of passages is primarily intended for
students of the Oxford school of Literas Humaniores, but
the compiler hopes that it may also be found useful by
any others who are commencing their study of Flato, on
ite metaphysical or logical side. Some slight expericnoe
of teaching, coupled with his own recollection of early
days, has convinced him that merely to give pupils a list
of references to parallel pmagea,hemng onany partieular
point under discussion, is in most cases quite inadequate,
And yet no single dislogue, not even ome so compre-
hensive as the Republic, can be understood without
a knowledge of mueh eontained elsewhere; and to know
all about one involves knowing something about all.

The author, however, admite that his original design
was not to illustrate Plato. It was rather to put into
Greek drese the more permanent problems of Metaphysies -
in all ages, and to show that the questions which to-day
divide philosophers were most of them raised and debated
years ago by the Greeks, with all the additional power
and lueidity that their unrivalled language lent them.
Such an object proved subsequently to be chimerieal ;
and, having determined to draw his illnstrations of these
problems from the writings of Plato, the compiler was
gradually obliged to limit himself to a rudimentary
exegesia of Flato. That this contains very likely many
serigus defecta he is well aware, but he trusts that they
are not of sufficient moment seriously to mislead beginners,
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iv PREFACE

for whom alone the book is designed. A graver objection,
perhaps, may be brought against its method, and many
may demur to a procedure which quotes a dislogue of
one period in illustration of one belonging to quite
another. In apswer, the compiler would plead his
original design, in accordance with which he has begun
with the Theaetetus, thus plunging in medias res; and
he would also ask to be allowed to doubt whether, in
epite of the lately accumulated stylistic evidence, it is
not still prematurs to acquiesce in any settled historical
order for the dialogues.

A translation has been added on the advice of s friend,
and if the author has substituted one of his own for
those that were ready to his hand, it was only beeause
again he desired to render the Greek into more modern
philosophical terminology, and he is fully conseious of
the uncouthness and verbosity he has thereby displayed.
The passages are not always continuous, but no trouble
will be found, it is hoped, in picking them wup from
& complete text, whieh, as far as was acceasible, has here
been the new Oxford edition. For the sake of readers
chiefly oceupied with the Republic the quotations from
this dialogue are printed in heavier type.

The compiler takes this opportunity to thank the friends
who have kindly read the selection and helped him with
various suggestions. It would be unbeeoming to mention
these by name in connexion with a work so elight, and
might also be misleading, sinoe they are in no wise the
sponsors of any thing contained in it.

OxFoRD, May 1905,
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I. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
STARTING - POINT

Berore beginning the study of Metaphysics we A
need a definition of the term. Amongst many that
might pase let us eonstruet two:—

() The investigation of the meaning of Reality ;
{(5) The study of the conditions of Knowledge.

The two easily and naturally run up into each other,
since Object and Subjeet, which they respectively
accentuate, cannot be sharply divided.

Now to both alike a golution is obviously suggested
by an examination of sense-pereeption; for the plain
man not unnaturally answers that Reality is the world
as known by his senses, and that Knowledge lies in
the right uwse of these: in other words he would
proceed with Locke, © by looking into hie own under-
standing and seeing how it wronght! But as the
inquirer, starting thus ab initio, keeps himself rigidly
to himself, in the attempt to discover what and how
he himself knows, it is not surprising that amongst
the earliest answers to the problem we get an extreme
form of individualism, whose formula is expressed
thus :—

[Mdvrwr yenudrov pérpor Svfpumor elvat, Ty pdv Srrwy 1
wg dory, Ty 32 p7) Srwr o5 otk dorw . Themel. 152 AL
‘Fach man is the measure of all thi con-
stituting by himself both the existence of things
' For i i dvra see § J.
B
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&xﬁt.ant. ant] the nm-emtﬂnﬂa of things non-
existent.’

The grounds for this extreme individualism are
twofold —(1) subjective, the differences in human
organisms, (2) objective, the physical conditions of
sensation itself.

(1) Iwéorros dvduov ol abrol & pev Jude fiyol & 3°
olf; ral ;.niim. mfrep-w ofy rr:Fﬂ abrd i’ tavrd 70 wvelipa
*ﬁxpﬁv i w Yroypoe djooper ; § 'nwumﬂu Tig I'Ipwmynipq
or T pEr goyofme Juypor, v i oph oli; fouwen.
olxoly xal galverar ofrms dxerdpyp; wal. 0 B3¢ ye
‘palverar’ aleBéreatal dorw ; doni ydp® Pavracia &pa
xal alefnrs ralrde & re Pepuols xal wRat role Towdrous:
ola yip alofdverar Exarros roatira éxdory xai mdveaia
eivar, Theaet. 152 B,

 With the same wind blowing, does not one of
us feel cold and another not 7 inly. In such
cases ehall we say thet the wind itself is eold or
not cold, or we hold with Protageras that
for him who feela eold it is eold, and for him whe
doee not it is not? I suppose so. In both cases it
is & question of appearancel Yes. But APDR&AT-
ance lmplies sensation? Granted. l]:ea;ance
therefore, and sensation, in j of heat and
all similar qualities, are identical, if it is true that
the reports of each man’s senses are what eonstitute
for him reality.’

(2) Sensation is the result of the action of external
molecular gtimulus (rd wowofiv) upon the internal nervous
organism (rd wdoyor). From their interaction arises
both the sensation and its objeet, neither of which
exists independently, Indeed phenomena eannot be
said to exist at all: they merely eome into being
(yiyveras) for each sentient subject (riv).
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STARTING-POINT

‘Ex ¢opag re xal sunjoews xol xpdoews mpds &AApla
ylyverar wdvra, & 37 paper elvas, odx dpfds mporayopedor-
res' Eori piv yip obdéwor’ olbly, del 82 ylyverawn

Theaet. 152 D.

* All sensible objects are but temporary products

af rh thinical movement and interaction of forces,

ough we attribute existence to them we are
nt fm!t m our terminology : the truth being that
nothing ever exists, but on every occasion merely
becomes.’

"Ex riis wpoaBolije 1éy dppdraw mpde riy mposfrovoay
topdr daveitar yeyernuéror, oime 10 wporBdidoy olre T
mpoaBakhopevor forar, dARd perafl T dxdory fhuwow
yeyowds. Theael, 153 E.

¢ Eve: vm]hlﬁ nality will clearly be a result of
contact e eyes on the one hand and the
axicmalumtwnnﬁur y adapted to affect them on
the other: in short, it wﬂl be neither that whiech
meets this motion nor the motion that ia thus met,
but with eseh individual alike it will be a tertium
quid.—a product peculiar to himaelf!

'Ex s todrwr duikios re xal tplfrews wpds SAAnAa
wiyverar @ piv elefyrde, vo 8¢ olofyois, del rvrecs(-
wrovea xal yervopdm perd rob alofyroti. Thedet, 156 A,

‘It is from the mutual relations and contaet
between these two kinds of motion that there
results, on the one hand the sensible object, and
on the other the sensation of this objeet, the latter
being always thrown up as & coneomitant product
with the former.’

Ofire yip mowdy dorl vt wpiv &v 74 whoyovr cvréhy,
olre wdoyor splv &v v mowdyre. Theaet, 157 A.

‘ The external or objective element has no definite
qualification #ill after contact with the internsl or
subjective, nor has the latter until it meets the
former,’
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