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PREFACE.

Havinag endeavoured, without suocess, to obtain for
the question discussed in the following pages the
opinions of various ecientific gentlemen, I have
resolved, instead of intrnding myself further in
that way, to appeal to the publin I {ook the
iberty of soliciting these cpinions, in order that,
should my views appear to competent judgment
crude and hasty, and destitute of any catholic
eloim, I might avoid exposing them to publie con-
demnation —that is, supposing the public kind
enonugh to notice them. But being firmly per-
suaded in my own mind, upen the mest mature
view which I have h-aén able to arrive at in a
long CD'I]I'EBI of study, that the doctrine here sub-
mitted is not only true, but of considerable im-
portance, I venture to put it forward for the
verdict of others. Some of ifs mere obvions con-
sequences I have endeavoured to investigate in
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s much larger work. Whether that work shall
appear will depend on the reception met with by
the present tract. There iz but one thought here
set. forth, and that thought iz, that the medinm
of peeing is clementally correlated to the media
or objects of the other semses: in other words,
that all forms of matter are derived from the
same stock of elements ‘That is the proposition
sought to be proved. It is virtually proposed by
Newton in one of the gmestions at the end of
his Optiez; and that the rcader may be the more
disposad cautionsly to cetimnte the proof it rests
upon, he may be hers informed that its chief and
most stertling consequence, if true, i, that the
creation and constant snlargement of onr globe
and its planetary kindrod is #ie very work which
is being carried on in the Ayatem at this moment.
Weo have to search neither the fabulons past nor
the nebulous distant for the method of God's
creative agency, but to stand where we are, and
interrogate Nature as to what that work ia which
she iz confinually plying here, And she may
inform us, from the new ground taken, that a
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globe is not crested, in our sense of the term,—
it not finished and set up in its ultimate position
and dimensiona when it has become a round ball,
and has reached a diameter of eight thoussnd or
eighty thousand miles. IT our plain and intelli-
gible optical, or rather physieal, proposition be a
fact, one of its necessary oonsequences is nothing
lesa than that the body at the centre of our
system i3 being decomposed, while ita effeto matter
subserves the reverse process in respect of the
bodies circalating sbout it—with a direct reference
to that decomposition. Lord Bosse’s discoveries,
if they have not refuted Laplace’s cosmogony,
have taken nway the foundations on which it was
originally built; so that, in strictness, the theory
ought now to bave no existence; mines, had our
present knowledge of the objects on which it was
founded existed in Sir W. Herschel’s time, that
theory would never have been greunded on these
objects. The cosmogony of Moses leaves the method
of globe manufacture an open question. We have
gone abroad for ereation, as if nothing so grand

could be transpiring at bome; but since we are
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in want of a cosmogony just now, there will be
no harms, before launching out into apace again,
of mguiring a little more particularly whot that
work really is which 3 going on here. The pre-
sent atteropt is not so much an sttempt {o settle
the question trested of, as to open up what, I con-
foss, appears to me a new and extensive field of
investigntion; and I trust it may merit & eendid
consideration, even should 1 be denied any higher
characier than that of hypothesiz I will not
concesl however, that it assumes to be founded
upon experiment and observation; and that, if
the inferemce be false, it is not false beeause a
hypothesiz, but beesnse it ie an illogical mduction.

A B W,

Bor¥TIoN BT CHDRAIN,
Nov. 20, 1B54.
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Sylvius. WE have agreed, I think, that aa regards
tha material universs, the caiges of phenomena are
not to be sourht by na in cur present state of exist-
ence, beyond the material world iteelf ;—what then,
I would ssk you, Mentor, is the object of natural
saienca

Menior. By persons pursuing srience for different
purpoees of practics or speculation, different ends will
be proposed  But, in my opinion, the final object
which the man of srience-—regarded as a philoso-
pher—conscicusly or unconssionsly follows after, is
such a view of the material econcmy as shall give
entire satisfaction to the mind,

Gravius. But what proof should we have that a
view which afforded a mental sstisfaction, should be
truly representuative of the reality of things?

Ment. Although the comstant aim of natural
gatence iz to arrive at a view of the material world,
in which our mental picture should be an exact
counterpart, or echo of that world, yet we can only
appeal to our senses in confirmation of the know-
ledge we have already acquired by these senses; but
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