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 Peptsteweh Mosi muctoe nbolt aonds Hilicaien et Chesioma anSnalius, bt
e el e ips duetie sunt apees, vel oliia wdmeis festineoniie pitnnine”
BosrmwitiEe.

“Tne gisvoprest motters of Seripinee congtitnta na it were the bones of its syetem,
il ita spirvtual mattern nee ite maseles, Bleod-vessels, smd oerves. As the noxes am
irasary to tlig hrmnm system, w0 Seriplure must kave ite historical matters.”

Ilenaxn,



TO THE KIND READER.

Ter only way to get darkness out of 2 room 18 to fill
it with light, and the only way to get érror out of the
mind, and to keep it out, is to let the truth in, and
keep it in. But it must enter a welcome guest, and
will remain only so long as it is really loved. Free
thought is the way to Trura. We hope the age of
fire and faggot, of dogmatism and cant, is past, never
to return ; and to be followed, not by hasty generalisa-
tions and the cruditiee of imperfect scholarship, nor hy
the tyranny of Atheism, nor by the egotism of * science
falsely so called,” but by humble vet bold inquiry, by
free and yet profound thinking, by searching criticism,
and by patient and prayerful investigation. We be-
lieve ** GGod alone is Lord of the conscience ;’* but we
believe that a man is responsible to God for what he
believes—for his opinions and sentiments, as wcll as
for his actions, We live in hope of a period when the
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mind of man shall be enlarged, and all men shall he
frec from the fetters of every persecuting ereed, politi-
cal or ecclesiastical ; and ehall have a formula of faith
so full, eomprehenszive, and well-balanced, that it may
embrace all who love onr Lovd Jesus Chret.

We have, however, fallem on fimes when it is
necessary to fight over again the old battles of our
fathers for the Inspiration of the Seriptures and the
Integrity of the Sacred Canon. And while the heavy
hattalions are being led into the field, and the great
guns are being placed in position, there will no doubt
bhe some ekirmishing, Tt is among these skirmishers
we have enlisted. Our carnest desive is to be faithfol
as a minister of the Lord Jesus Christ, and an humble
preacher of the Word of the living God. We have,
therefore, felt constrained to notice the remarkable
volume just published by the Bighop of Natal —remark-
able, not beeanse it contains anvthing new, but for its
narrowness of horizon and its want of the fruits of
mature scholarship; and vemarkable, becanse it is the
work of a prelate of the Church of England—a Church
that holds to the Divine inspiration of the Beriptures,
and to the divinity and infallible authority of Christ.
It iz the more necessary to notice this attack upon the
authority of the Word of God and upon the character of
Christ, becanse, as it comes from a hishop—a right
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reverend Father in Grod™—it, will have a pernicious in-
fluence upon the young, unless its poison is met by an
antidote. 1t is, mereover, usually the case, that the
followers of a leader who turns aside from the received
faith of the Chureh, go farther astray than he does him-
self. What, therefore, may we not fear from the influ-
ence of a bishop who, while he denies the perfect
knowledge of Jesus Christ and the historie verity of
the Exodus, admits the inspiration of 8ikh Gooroo,
and quotes with approbation the utterances of the
sheerest heathen fatalism ?

The author has written strongly, for he feels deeply.
Though he does not belhieve that the citadel which has
withstood the battering-ram of Infidelity for three thou-
sand years is likely to be destroyed by the torpedo of
an arithmetical bishop, yet, from long aequaintance
with young people, and especially enterprising young
men from home, he is afraid this work will do them
much injury, He has desired to have all ages and
classes in view, but his eyes have been turned most fre-
quently to the youth of our dey—the young men and
young women, upon whom rest our hopes for the
Church of the Fulure. We fear the injury this book
will do them, becanse many of them are easily en-
snared with the fascinations of the world, Life seems
to them an open summer day. The cup at present
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tastes sweet, and they do not wish anvthing to distur
them in its enjoyment. Tt 1s always havd to win their
hearts to God, but it will be all the more g0 in propor-
tion as their reverence for the Bible is destroyed, and
its awfnl anthority lifted from their conseience.

Lowmom s Feb,, 1863,
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