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LAY SERMON,

PSALM LXXvINL V. 5, 6, §.

b For he ssiablishad a deadmony o Jaeoh nod oppoineed a lowe
in Israel; whiel he commanded oer fatbere, shat they sbould
make them known to their childeen. & That the ceneration
to come maght know tham, ewen the caililren whioch shoald be
Bom; whn shoubl geizy and declace themn o theso ebildren
oo Thatthey mozht set thar bope o God, and not Sorget the
worke of God,

¥ our knowledse and information coneerning
the Bible hLad been confined to the one fact of
its immediate depvation from God, we should
still preswme that it contained rules and assis-
tances for all conditions of men under all ¢ir-
cumslances; and therciore tor communities no
less than for mdividuals.  The contents of
every work must correspond to the chareter
and designs of the work-master; and the in-
ference in the present case is too obwious to
be overlooked, too plain to be resisted. It
requires, indeed, all the might of superstition

to conceal from a man ol eommon understand-
I*
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ing the further truth, that the interment of such
a treasure in a dead language must needs he
contrary to the intentions of the gracious Donor.
Apostacy itself dared not question the premise :
and that the practical eonsequence did not [ollow,
15 concetvable only under a complete system of
delusion, which from the cradle to the death-
bed ceases not wo overawe the will by obscure
fears, while it pre-occupies the senses by vivid
mmagery and ritual pantomime. But to such
a scheme all forms of sophistry are native.
The very excellence of the Giver has been
made a reason for withholding the gift; nay
the transcendent value of the gift itself assigned
as the motive of its detention.  We may bhe
shocked at the presumption, but need not be
surprized at the faet, that a jealous priesthood
should have ventured to represent the applica-
bility of the Bible to all the wants and occasions
of men as a wax-like pliability to all their fan-
cies and prepossessions,  Faithlul guardians of
Holy Writ! they are constrained to make it
useless in order to guard it from profanation;
and those, whom they have most defrauded,
are the readiest to justify the fraud. For im-
posture, organized into a comprehensive and
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self-consistent whole, forms a worle of its own,
in which inversion becomes the order of nature.
Let it not be forgotten, however, (and I re-
commend the faet to the especial attention of
those among ourselves, whe are disposed to
rest contented with an implicit faith and passive
acquieseence) that the Chureh of Superstition
never ceased to avow the proloundest reverence
for the Seriptures themselves, and what it for-
hids its vassals to ascertain, 1L nol enly permits,
hut commands them to lake for granted.
Whether, and to what extent, this suspen-
sion of the rational functions, this spiritual
slumber, will be mputed as a s to the souls
who are soll under chains ol papul darkness,
we are neither enabiled or authorized to deter-
mine, [r1s esough for us to know that the
land, In whicih we obide, has like anothe
Goshen been scvered from the plogue, and that
we have light in owr dwellings.  The road of
salvation for ws 1= a high road, and the waytar-
ers, though ¢simpie, necd not e therein
The Gospel lies open in the market-place, and
on every window seat, so that (eirlually ai
least) the deal may hear the words of the Book!
ft is preached at every turning, so that the



