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THE ELECTORS OF THE BORQUGH
OF PLYMOUTH,

Who have shown a great and susiained confidence in
My cagacly for gublic serwvice, by four fhnecs refurning
e fo Parlianent ar thedr Representaifoe, Tdedivate Whiis
sedection front fhe ,E.;ﬁm_&es tieade &y e dwring the fasd
-"-E'_#__ra'ﬂr:ra_ drusdine that £ will serve ar an uﬁrw;i_a.;
of grafifude for Vefr fovoud, and of wy kape that for
srany years fo come Foway by allowed o vepresent Heen
i fe Howse of Cammnons,

EDWARD CLARKE,

a7 Rmereeld Syware,
Fb, 4y 1300,






PREFACE.

Address te e E!gz:!ar.i: of the Bovousi of Sonthivark,
FEERUARY 4, 1880,

GRYTLEMEN, —The death of the senior member (or your Borcagh, my old
friend Mr. John Locke, who hed for many years been held in deserved
esteemy Dy all classcs among bis constitoents, affords you an opportunity of
cxpressing your opinion npon the conduct of public affais,

The gnestions before you lor conskleration are of nationsl fmportanes ;
and the jmdgment which shall be expreased by the greal eoasttasncy of
Southwark will materially influence theopinfon amd the actlon of the couniry
at |

Doring the last six years a Conservative Government has directed the
policy, amd conducted the adminisiration, of (reat Britaim, under the
aceumulated difficulics of forcign war, depressed commerce,  filing
harvests, and the most malivious snd nnscrupulows Opposition. which the
history of this country reconks.  As g Conservative, [ ask you fairly to eom.
sider the fitle which thal Goveriment b established to your confidenes and

rk.

wﬁ??ﬂem Europe the policy of Her Majesty's Government has received
the jusiificaiion of complete sneeess. The Berlin Treaty bas not only for
1k past eighicen months secared the peace of Eorope, bot has dissolved the
formidable triple alliance, which hindercd the progress of Constitnfizoal
freedom, and menaced the ndependence: of the smaller Sdates. At the
greal council which gathesed al Berling the representatives of Great  Britain
spoke in the mime of a people who were ansioas fur honomrahle e, bt
haed shown themselves ready to bear the bordens and ansieties of war, The
firin and resodute will of Lord Beaconsfield was shared amd sustained: by
the great majority of his countrvinen, and the jealousies and ambitions
which bad threatened Fa with the horrors of wide-spreading war dis-
appeared before the pes’am and upsaifizh but wnwavering poticy of the
prople of Grea Britain

In Afghaniztan the Liberal Government of 186874 hod suceeeded in dis-
turking and aliemating the Ameer, amnd in |:II'LI'|.';L[iIIF$ for Mussie an Gppor-
tynity for unoficial war against this country, of which, In the crisls of the
FEuropean  difficulties, she phdly availed hersell, To have remained
quiczeent wonld huve been to cxpose our Indian Empire to the danger of an
invasion, of whose time and pace we shoold have had oo waming, of whose
strength we could make po estmate; aml whose rétrent we could no
fodlow.  The emergency was firmly met, the passes of the Norih-Western
frondier are now in our bands © and the chief danger which threatened the
safety of our emplre in Tin i3 finally dispedied.

1o Sonth Africa a war, for which the Home Governmient was in no way
responsible, has ended in the destruction of a harbaric military organization
wi hich disturbed the peace and hindered the progress of our colonies.
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The Goveroment has been called o to provide for large and excep-
tional expenditure, whils the depre of eommerce, and the fajinme -::t‘
recent harvests have chegked, for a time, the natural tendeney of the
Tevenue boo increase.  Yel I:hn].r have neither im heavier nrdens on
ihe people, mor increased the national debd.  The Liberal Gowermment of
1B68-74 had five complete years of office ; of (he Comservative administres
tiot ontly five years have yet been completed. It 18 fnir to compare thesa
terms. I the five vears of Conservative mls the amount pakl in taxation
was less per head than if was in the hve years of Mr. Gladsione ; the
Income “Fax, which in the same period-amonmted under Mr, Gladstone o
15 1o in the £, 0 the Ave years of the Consecvatives was only 120 3d;
and, n1 the end of the five years, (he Conservative Govermment had effected
& real reductlon n the debt of the country of no less (han seventesn
millions and a kalf,

It hes becn the fashion of late for Radical speakers to declars . that
dlomestic legislation has been neglected,  The accusation comes from thass
wha, I; abetting a em-of mere obstruction, have done their best to
Lk u'mlm:n:n[r sovernment to ineiciency wnd digsrepnie,  And the
accazation is nof treie,  Pheelog the bt six sessions between twenty and
1hirty Acts have been passed into law by the cxerfions of the Minlstry, which
have directly and substantinlly contributed to the health, cducat |'.'|I1, Eu|
spcal welfare of the people.

The administration of the law has-been rendered more: simple and mote
EPEHI{ 3 the proscention of crimingls hus been sssumesd as the dudy of the
State Instead of being left to the mvenge of the vichm of the enme | the
right to atrial by jury has been wilely exiended @ the wanecessary and
costly 1 s el EI' small offences has boen preatly lessenad | dhe bresil-
ment of criminala ondergoing imprisonment bas been rondered wniforne

The laws relating to Public Icalth have been consolidated and improved §
mnicipalities have roeeived powers to remove unbenlthy dwellings. Rivers
huve been protocted from polintion, and Commans from enclosare ; and the
Factories Act of 187, and the Factaries and Workshiops Ac of 1878, coe-
ploted a zerbes of Adds which have given comfort to the homes of work.
ing men, and saved their children from the evils of premature toil.

I'he rclitions between employers apd employed have becn improved
tw the Acts of 1875, and the real prievance which working men snffercd
umsler fhie low of conspitney, 85 then expoumsded, was remaved in that vear:
In the saine session the slatufe was pressed under which Friendly Soceeties
havebeen enabled to re-organize themselves on a safer hasis than hefare 5
and the Agricultoral Hoddings Jct scoured o overy tenant, who had no
written contract with his landlord, cempensation for what he had putupon
ik f5rm, and an ample term of notice before he sookd be made to quit
[OEEEssI L.

[ harwe nod abtempded o summarize the whole of the lepislation of these
years, but the mensares 1 have named do, in themselves, constitute a body
of social reform of which the Ministty may be proud.

Uf a ministry which hes thas worthily uphehl the influenves of Great
iritain, '|.1-'|5ch ndministered the oatbonal rescurces, and dlligently applied
e tor vselal legisladon, | avow myseil o firm and earnest supporeey, and |
appenl 1o all among you who valoe oor good name abroad and geod
poverntnen! al home 1o give me your votes in this contest.

The condition of Troland has again become a question of gerbons diffenliy.
Bad hareests have checked the steady advance in material netity wiigh
she has now enjoyed For many years, and foadd (o her misfortune an
agitatbon has Leen raglng among pecple which must incvitably ténd o
drive away the capital which she so sorely pecds. The first duty of the
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mation is ciear ; to reliove by voluntary subseription, or, if needful, by (he
dpplicadion of puoblic funds, the real want which i ondoubtedly folt in
eertain parts of Ireland, The second duty i equally clear; to uphold ihe
authariy of the buw and to protect with impartial frmness, order, property,
and freedom. 1 hope that any inequalities before the byw which may
may speedily be redressed | that municlpal Institutionss in Ireland may be
extended ; that the measures recently passed 1o aid the intermediate and
higher education of Irishmen receive foll development ; and that the
rely administrative business of the country may be carried ocut by lecal
nepuiries aned provigionsd orders, ingsiead of the costly and tedious progess of
cammitiess and bills in the Imperind Pariment.  Bot 1 distrust the legista-
ton of panic or - of passion, and the statezmanship which allows a palitical
mirder or @ street outrage o prompt ihe averthirow of a charch, and the
confiscation of its properiyi or which offers to the starving peasanis of
Connanght the barren gift of o schemne by which the Impenal Government
miay beconve an improddent money-lender, o enable thoving tenants Lo
Purd:‘r]e 1he fee-alple of the kg ll'u::r farm. And T wonld odefemd the
integrily of the Empine as resolntely apanst o domestic faction as against a
ign foc

£ ;

In the field of practical legislation there is plenty of work for Parliament
to da.  ‘The codificntion of the Criminal Law ; the cstablishment of a
reasonable and uniform system of walustion for rating parpeoses 3 the
amenadment of the Loy of Bankruptey; the simplification of the tithe to
Lapek 3 ke removal of he rule which prevents o charged with
critne fromt giving evidence ou bz osn beliall, and will oot pecost Lis wife
o becalled as a witness ¢ the abolition of tle tuke by w'ili::%u Uive eldest son
in the cace of an intestacy fakes the whele of the landed property : these
are among the matters upon which I hope I might osefully assist in the
work of legislation,

I am by efucation aml by conviction a Chirrchman, and I believe that the
maimtenance af the Churel of Roglind, and her continued devotion $o the
work of religious education, are the syresl guaranters of the happiness il
true prosperity of the country. The schemes of the Libendmn Society,
now for party purposcs discroctly snppressed, to e again brought forward
if the confoderacy of 1BSE iz again found possible, will find in me a
resoiutc opponent.

1 have never Been able (o persuade myself tha: voluntary abstincnce from
amy Tuxriry eolities me to probitel other l;n:s;,trplc from ecnjoving it, and |

ilve Terniizsive Bill agiation In all s forns,

bave lived many years in the South of London, asd am thopoughly
achuainted with the local inberests of Sowthwark ) ara] disring Lhe lasi
eightecn nronths | have taken cvery opportunity of makdng mysell known
among vou. In so large # borough o porsonal canvass i, of course,
impossible; but | ask voin b0 read my speeches, 10 come, if you can, to hear
e, aned then o fudge i T am it to e yonr member, 1 have no  ambition
which b5 In conflict with your Interesis @ and i you hosour me with the
proud position al your represcntative in Parliament T will strive with all iny
powers to prove myself worthy of your trust.

I am, Gentlemen,
Your most dbedient Servant,
EDWARD CLARKE,

Hirsrivopox Lovge, PECkHan,
Fedwmary 4, 188,



