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Introdunotion

An introduction to & paper on muck-raking can best
be made by an explanstion of the term and ite significance.
An admirable exposition of muck-raking was made by President
Roosevelt in an address whisch he délivered on April 14, 1906,
at the laying of the ocorner-stone of the office building of
the House of Representatives. I ehall quote from him:

‘In Bunysn's "Pilgrim's Progress” you may recall the des-

oription of the Man with the Muokrake, the man who ocould

look no way but downward, with the muokrake in his hand;

who was offered a celestial orown Ifor his muskrske; but

who would neither look mp nor regard the erown he was of-

:;red, but continued to reke to himself the filth of the
oor,

In"Pilgrim's Progress"” the Man with the Muokrake is set
forth as the example of him whose vision is fixed on car-
pal instead of on epiritual things. Yot he also typi-
fies the man who in thie life consistently refusea to

see aught that 1e lofty, and fixes his eyes with solemm
intentnese only on that which is vile and debesing. lNow,
it is very necessary that we should not flinch from seeing
what is vile and debasing. There ie filth on the floor,
and it must be saraped wp with the muockrake; and thers

are timee and places where this ser¥ice is the most needed
of 81l the services that osn be performed, But the man
who never does anything else, who never thinks or espeaks
or writes save of his feats with the muck-rake, speedily
becomes, not & help to soclety, not an incitement to good,
but one of the moet potent forces for evil.

There are, in the body politic, economic apd social, many
and grave evila, and there is urgent necessity for the
sternest war upon them. There should be relentless ex=-
posure of and attack upon every evil man whether politi-
cian or business man, every evil practice, whether in
politioa, in bueiness, or in sooial life. I hall &as a
benefactor every writer or speaker, every men who, on the
platform, or in book, magezine, or newspaper, with merci-






