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How dull 3t =5 1o posse, to make an eud,
o vuse enburnish'd, nes o shing in nse !
Astha' o breathe were lifo,  Life pided on life
Were gl too fitiie, and of ane 1o e
Little romaing: but every houe i saved
From that etesmal silence, scenetling more,
A bringer of vew things ) anl wile it were
For zome three suns o atore Gnd hooed iyself,
And thie gray spivic yearning fn desire
T follow kmowledge like nosicking star,
Bioyomd the vimoss bowad of human thonght,

« . My maripers,
Souls thar bave 1ail'd, med wrought, and thowght

with me—
That ever wizh o frolic weloome took
The thosder g the 2uzshine, and cpposeil
Free hearts, free forchesds——vou and 1 are ald:
OLT age kath wet Bs heror and T ol ;
Dieath eloses ali; bus something ere the vid,
Sormwe work of noile pole, nay ver e done—
Push off, snd sittiog well in arder smiee
The sounidig ferrawa) for vy surpose liolds
Tao sail hevood the sunser, and the bathe
OF 211 the westere stares, ontil 1 die,
—TeNuvson's "Uivasgs”

Jaldiesen: Sinoe bin ick maar ergelen,
Drass dst der Weisheit Joetztor Selluse;
Nur der verdient sich Freiheit wie das Leben,
Dier tiglich sie erabera muass,
Und ‘so verbringt, um=ingen ven Geihr,
Hier Kindbeit, Marn ved Greis sein tGelitig Jahr,
Soleh’ e Gewimmel mieht' ich sehus,
Al freiem Gringd mit frelem Vaolke stelin,

—GoErnes “Favsn”

ExrperTive Massrnx, Aueany, N Y.
St'r.'ﬂ.u:b.:'r, Ipat.
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THE STREXUOUS LIFE
SPEECH BEFORE THE HAMILTON CLUK, CHICAGO,
APRIL 1o tEgy
[i\l speaking to you, men of the greatest city of the

West, men of the State which gave to the coun-
try Lincoln and Grant, men who pre-eminently and
distinctly embody all that is most American in the
American character, T twish te preach, not the doc-
trine of ignohle ease, hmt the doctrine of the strenu-
ous life, the life of toil and effort, of labor and strife;
to preach that highest form of success wliich comes,
not to the man who desires mere =asy peace, but to
the man who does not shrink from danger, from
hardship, or from bitter toil, sl who out of these
wins the splendid ultimate triviph.

A life of slothiv] ease, a life of lhat peace which
springs merelv from lack either of desire or of
power to strive after great things, is as little worthy
of a nation as of an individual. T ask only that what
every self-respecting American demands from him-
seli and from his sens shal! be demanded of the
American nation as a whole,  Who among you
would teach your boys that ease, that peace, is to be
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4 The Strenuous Life

the dirst consideration in their eves—to be the ulti-
mate goal after which they strive?  You men of
Chicago have made this city great, you men of Illi-
ois have done vour share, and more than your
share, in making America oreat, because you neither
preach nor practice such a doctrine.  You work
yourselves, and yon bring up your sons to work.
Ii vou are rich and are worth your salt, you will
teach vour soms that though they may have leisure,
it 15 not to he spent in idleness; for wisely used
leisure merely means that those who possess it, be-
ing free fram the necessity of working for their live-
lihoad, are all the more bounid 1o carry on some kind
of non-remunerative work in science, in letters, in
art, in exploration, in historical research—work of
the tvpe we most need o this country, the successful
carrying cut of which veflects most honer upon the
nation.  We do not admire the man of timid peace.
We adimire the man who embodies victorious effart;
the man who never wrongs his neighbor, who is
prompt te help a iriend, but who has those virile
qualities necessary to win in the stern strife of actual
life. It is hard to fail, but it is worse never to have
tried to succeed. In this life we get nothing save
by effort.  Freedowm from effort in the present mere-
ly means that there has been stored up effort in the
past, A man can he freed from the necessity of
work only by the fact that he or his fathers hefore
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him have worked to goad purpose.  If the freedom
thus purchased is vsed aright, and the man still does
actial work, though of a different kind, whether as
a writer or a general, whether in the field of politics
or in the field of exploration and adventure, he
shows he deserves his good fortune.  But if he treats
this periad of freedom fram the need of actual Iabor
as a period, not of preparation, but of mere enjoy-
ment, even thouzh perhaps not of vicious enjoyment,
he shows that he is simply a ecnmberer of the earth’s
surface, and he snrely nnfits himself to hold his own
with his fellows if the need to do so should again
arise. A mere life of ease is not in the end a very
satisfactory life, and, above all, it is a life which
wtimately unfits these who follow it for serious
work in the world.

In the last analysis a healthy state can exist only
when the men and wonten who make it up lead clean,
vigorous, healthy lives; when the children are so
trained that thev shall endeavor, not to shirk diffi-
culties, but to overcome them: not to seek ease, but
to know how to wrest trivmph from toil and risk,
The man must be glad to do a man’s work, to dare
and endure and ta laber: to keep himself, and to
Leep those dependent upon him. The woman must
he the housewife, the helpmeet of the homemaker,
the wise and fearless moather of many healthy chil-
dren, Tn ane of Daudet's powerful and melancholy



