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PREFATORY NOTE.

Ag s blographical study, this little velome differs in oxe
important respect from ite predecessors in this series, Ex-
pansion, instead of compression, has bad to be my method
in treating the existing lives of Gray. Of these none have
hitherto been puldished except in connexion with some
part of his works, and none bas attempted to go at all
into detail, Mitford's, which ia the follest, would cceupy,
in its porely bicgraphical section, not more than thirty of
these pages.

The materials I have uvsed are chiefly taken from the
following sources:

1 The Life and Letters of Gray, edited by Mgeon in
1774, This work consists of & very meagre thread of
biography connccting a eollection of Ietters, which would
be more valuable, if Mason bad not tampered with them,
altering, omitting, and re-dating at his own free will.

IL Mitford's Life of Thomas Gray, prefixed to the
1814 edition of the Poems. This is very valuable so far
as it goes, The Hev. Jobn Mitford was a young clergy-
man, who was born ten yeam after the death of Gmy, and
who made it the business of his [ife to colleet from such
survivors a3 remembered Gray ali the deeuments and so-
cedotes that ha could secure.  This ia the life which was
altered and enlarged, to be prefixed to the Eton Gray, in
1845, =
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1L Mitford's edition of the Werks of Gray, published
in 4 vals, in 1884, This contained the gensine text of
most of the letters printed by Mason, and a large nunber
which now saw the light for the first tine, addressed to
Wharton, Clinte, Nichols, and others.

IV, Correspondence and Beniniscences of the Rev, Nor-
ton Nichols, edited by Mitford, in 1843,

Y. The Correspondence of Gray and Meason, to which
are added other letters, not before printed, an exceedingly
valuable collection, not widely emongh known, which was
published by Mitford in 1853

VI The Works of Gray, as edited In 2 vola. by Mathias,
in 1814 ; thia js the only publication in which the Pemn-
broke M38. bave hitherto been made use of.

VIL Souvenirs de C. V. de Bonafellen, 1832,

VIII, The Correspondence of Horace Walpole,

IX. Gray’s and Stonchewer's MS3S., as preserved in
Pembroke College, Cambridge.

X, MS. Notes and Letters by Gray, Cole, and others, in
the British Museum,

By far tho best account of Gray, not written by a per-
sonal friend, is the brief summary of his character and
genius contributed by Mr, Matthew Arnold to " The Eng-
lish Poets.”

No really good or tolerably full edition of Gray's Works
is in existence. Neither his English nor his Latin Poems
_ bave been edited in any collection which s even approxi-

mately complete ; and his Letters, although they are bet-
ter given by Mitford than by Mason, are very far from
being in a satisfactory condition. In many of them the
date is wrongly printed; and some, which bear no date,
are found, by inlernal evidence, to be incorrectly attribnted
by Mitford. No attempt has ever been made to collect
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Gray's writings into one single publication. 1 am sorry
to say that all my efforts to obtaln a sight of Gray's
uppoblished letters and Ffacetious poems, many of which
were sold at Botheby & Wilkinson's on the 4th of Aogust,
1854, have failed. On the other hand, the examination
of the Pembroke MSS. has supplied me with a consider-
able amount of very exact and important biographical in-
formation which has never scen the light until now,

I have to express my warmest thanks to the Master
and Fellows of Pembroke College, Cambridge, who per-
mitted me to examine these invaluable MSS.; to Mr R
A, Neil, of Pembroke, and Mr, J, W. Clark, of Trinity,
whose kindness in cxamining archives, and copying docn-
ments for me, has been great; to Mr. . T. Torner, who
has placed his Gray MSS. at my disposal; tg Professor
Bidney Colvin snd Mr. Basil Champneys, whu%nvc given
me the henefit of their advice on those points of art and
architecture which are essential to a study of Gray; and
to Mr. Edward Scott and Mr. Richard Garnett, for valu-
able assistance in the Library of the Dritish Museum, For
much help in forming an idea of the world in which Gray
wioved, I am indebted to Mr. Christopher Wordsworth's
books on Cambridge in the eighteenth centary
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