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SOCIETY OF THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC.

OFFIQCH RS

PRERIDENT.

Mason-Geverar IRWIN MoDOWELL :

VICH-FRESIDENTE,

First Corps—General SoroMon MERRDITH.
Second lorps—Eeneral Jouw Gissox.
Third Corps—General I E. Tagxaix.
Fourth Corpg—Colonel Jaugs Fainssn,
Fifth Corps—General Heway A, Bansum,
Sirth Corps—General Avexaxorr SHarer
Ninth Corps—General I, B, Porrer.
Eleventh Corps—General ApxLrErr AxEes,
Tiwelfth Corps—{eneral Groree W. MiINDELL.
General Staff—General W. J, Lz Duc.
Cavalry Corps—Qeneral J. B, MclInrosn,
Artillery Corps—General Hesry J. Hoxr.

TREAGTRER.
General H. E. Davies, Jr., 140 Broadway, New York.

CORRESPONDING BRORETARY.
Colonel W. O, CETROR, office of Army and Navy Journal, New ¥ork,

BRECORDING SECRETARY.

General OEoRoE H. BHARTE, Army and Navy Club, 21 West Twenty-
Saventh Street, New York.

Al dues, snd applicationa for the hadge or decomtion of the Boclety, shonld be addressed
to the Treansurer, Communicationy on other eubjocts relatlng to the Bpclety, may be sd-
dreased to elthir of the Secratarion,
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PROCEEDINGS

0F THX

FIFTH ANNUAL RE-UNION

OF THE SOCIETY

OF THE

ARMY OF THE POTOMAC,

HELD IX XEW HAVEN,
May ldth, 1873,
——e—

Trae Fifth Annnal Re-union of the Society of the Army of the
Potomae was held at New Haven, Conn, on Wednesday, May
14th, 1873,

. The weather, fortunately, was everything that eould be de-
gired. The sttendance of members of the society was large; and
the enthusiaam that bas hitherto charanrterized their Ke-unions not
only remained unabated, but s fullness of feeling was apparent
in every man and every act, which showed that this enthbusizsm
is becoming intensified with the progress of the years,

The Be-unions of several of t.he,m;‘.!fp!- asspciations were held at
the same place, and, approximately, at the same time. This cir-
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cumetance invested the occasion with a character eof great in-
terest, and contributed largely to the &cfat of the celebration; the
meeting of the Ninth Army Corpa being particularly remarkahle,
and its banquet being attended by the President of Yale College,
the Governor of Cennestiout, and many distinguished citizens of
New Haven.

As the hour set for the formal gathering of the society was
3 o'clock in the sfternoom, comrades took advantage of the
leigure of the forengon hours to exchange cordial greetings and
form in congenial groups to revive the hallowed memories of the
camp and of the field, and of the honored companionship of their
dead. KEach told again to each waried incidents of battle-life.
Each in turn drew from the rest the soldier’s merry laugh and
ready compliment, the warm encomiom for the brave living, and
the tender enlogium and blessing of the brave dead.

At a few minutes of three o'clock the comrades “formed™ at
the New Haven House, and marched to the place of rendesvons—
the Musio Hall. Here they found the spacions galleries already
filled to the farthest limit with eager and interested spectators,
of whom fully three-fourths were the fair womer of New Haven,
The hall was tastefully and appropriately decorated. The main
floor having heen reserved for the members of the society, the
stage was provided with accommodatione for the officers and
prominent members of the society, and a fow invited guests.
The hall is estimated to sccommodate two thousand persons, and
it was packed in every part. The most unreserved enthusiasm
pervaded the scene—the spectators uniformly—the ladies nota-
bly—participating in honors and applanse to the soldiers, Every
face was bright snd glad, and everybody was, or seemed to be,

happy.

Soon after the comrades had seated themselves, President
Grant, accompanied by a few friends, entered the hall. His first
step upon the floor was the signal of welcoming the representa-
tive man of the army, in whom all are honored, and the applause
was continued until the very wafls and ceiling reemed to partici-
pate, 'The President and party proceeded up the hall towards
the platform, and, as they went, cheer succeeded cheer. Vice-
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President Wilson followed shortly after, and again the applause
rang through the halt with all the old-time vigor, and as the
eorps commanders and prominent army officers entered in rapid
snccesgion, the cheering came again in great waves as if the end
‘would never come,

THE APPOMATTOX TABLE.

An interesting feature of the occasion was the fact that the
table which served the pnrposes of the presiding officer, was the
identical tabie on which the sarrender was signed st Appomatiox
Court-House. It is = plain piece of furniture, and hears the fol-
lowing inseription :

% On this table was signed the final agreement for the aurrender
of the Army of Northern Vieginia at Appomattox C. H, Va.,
at 8.30 . u., April 10, 1885, by TLt-General J. Longstreet, Major-
General J, B. Gordon, and Brigadier-Genl. W. N, Pendleton, C.
8. A, and Major-General John Gibbon, Bet. Major-General
Charles Griffin, and Bvt. Major-General W. Merritt, 17, 8, A"

Besides the President and Vice-President of the United States
and the General and Lieutenant-General of the army, o number of
other distinguished army officers and & few guests were seated on
the platform,

General Burnside, President of the Society of the Army of the
Potomae, calied the meeting to order.

OPENING ADDRESH BY GENERAL BURNBIDE,

Courapzs: It affords me very great pleasure to open this, the
Fifth, Aoneal Re-umion of the g::mlﬁty of the Army of the Poto-
mac.

We have met here for the purpose of exchanging congratula-
tions and renswing old army I’nendnhisﬂ. Our good friends ot
this beautiful New England city have done everything to make
our sojourn among them agresable and pleasant ; and their genial
hospitality reminda us of the support and encouragement they
gave us when we were in the field, [Applanse.]
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Since we lgst met, our Sn-uiet_,‘y has suffered a great loss in the
death of one of it members, General Meade, a former President
of the Boeiety, and a most gallant and successfal eommander of
the Army of the Potomae. Owur hearts were stricken with grief
by his wnexpected death, and in the joyous festivities of this Re-
union, we will not forget to pay a tribute of respeet and reverence
to the memory of one of onr country's most gallant and faithful
soldiers,

The pleasure of our He-union is enhanced by the presence of the
President of the United S4ates, the General and Lieutenant-Gen-
eral of the army, and many other distingnisled officers whom we
are giad to weleome as comeades.  [Applanse,]

For information as to the business affaire of the Bociety, I be
to refer you to the very complete reports which will be pl'esent.eg
to you by the several officers, to all of whom I tender my thanks
for their most efficient aid to me in the discharge of my own
duties. :

1 sincerely thank the assoelation for the great honor it did me
by electing me aa its Pregident for the past vear, and I desire to
say to you that my recollectiona of my association in that connec-
tion with the Army of the Fotomac, will be saddened only by my
failure to do all that I conld have desived to do.

I can truly and honestly say, however, that the friendships I
have formed through my experience with thia army, will never be
forgotten by me. [Applause.]

_ I now call upon Chaplain Twitchell to invoke the Divine blesa-
mg.

FRAYER.
CrapLamy Twircarlt then offered prayer, as follows:

Our Father, which art in Heaven, God over us all, blessed for
wyer, we thank Thee for the favor which brings us together on
this occasion.  We thank Thee for all the sacred pleasures which
we enjoy. Ye thavk Thee for the past, with all its stores of
glorious memories ; and as we rehearse to-day, and live over
scenes and experiences of former days, may we remember Thy
goodness and kindness and the infinite care that was extended
oVer us,

We pray Thee, O Lord, that as we recall fo-day the incidents
of war, our hearte may be tonched with a full sense of the right-




