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NEW GENERAL

BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY,

PROJECTED AND PARTLY AREANGED

BY THE LATE
REV. HUGH JAMES BOSE, B.D,

PETKCIFAL OF KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON :

EDITED BY THE
REV. HENRY J. ROSE, B.D,

HECTOR OF HOUGNTOR CONauksT, sevFoRDsuIRE ;

AND LATE FELLOW OF ST, JOHY'S COLLEGF, CAMBRIDGE. f

Taw want of a Biographical Dictionary, at once comprehen-
sive in its range of names, and moderate in extent, has long
been felt and acknowledged, The two works which appear
the most nearly to meet the wishes of the publie, in this
respect, are the Biographie Universelle,” and the * General
Biographical Dictionary of Chalmers.” While the merit
and value of each of these works is duly recognised, it will at
onee be acknowledged that they labour under inherent dig-
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advantages, which preclude them from general acceptance,
88 A means of supplying this long-felt want. The extent
of the “ Biographie Universelle” banishes it almost entirely
from the shelves of private libraries, even of a superior
order. But thie is not all ; the preponderance given to
French lives, the inaecuracy of some of its articles®, and
the disproportionate space oecempied by unimportant lives,
deprive its pages of much of their usefulness to the general
reader. On the other hand, the work of Chalmers, although
highly meritorious in some departments, is so deficient in
the number of names which it embraces, that it is wholly
inadequate to satisfy the readers of the present day, Thus
the extent of one of these works, and the deficicncies of the
other, alike eripple their general utility, and create an
impemtivedannﬁdfurauewwoﬂg which shall steer 2
middle coarse between the two. It is to meet this demand
that the “New Dictionary of GENEBAL Prograrny™ has
been projectod. The ohjeet of those by whom it has been
brooght forward, is, to produce a work superior to any thing
whhhutmﬂaxiﬂawiﬂﬁn&ewlimﬂn,amim
present to the public & mass of information which eannot be
found i any other work, however extensive. The services
of many able Contributors have already been engaged, and
8s the work has been for a long time in preparstion, the

! This remark extends not merely to individual names, but to whole clagses
of wrticles, r. g. the Bpenksh and Fortuguese lives, This eiréumstance has
Induced the Editor of the present work to place all thess articles in the hands
of a gentleman, who for many yenrn has cultivated Spanish Steraturs with the
mont distingnished soccess.
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Editor feels justified in promising the appearance of a Part
every month, until the whole is concluded. It is impossible,
in a general Prospectus, to give a dotail of the plan adopted
in every particular. Suffice it to state, that the Editor feels
himself responsible for the ability of the Contributors in
whoae hands any portion of the work is placed, and for the
general tone of sentiment pervading its pages. It will also
helﬁawmtantemimvwrtopmthe.rdaﬁon between
the extent of the articles, and the importance of the subject,
to such & degree, that the work may constitute one harmo-
nigus whole, The Dictionary will be founded on the existing
collections of Biography (cspocially the Biographie Univer-
selle) as, far, and so far only, as they may be safely consulted.
The matter thua eollected will be augmented and corrected
from such sources as the reading of individual Contributors
(among whom will be found many distinguished names) may
supply ; and a vast fund of original information, and many
hundred names not to be found elsewhere, will be added to
the existing stock of knowledge om biographical subjects. The
Lives nlso of eminent men will generally be written by Con-
tributors who have made the respective paths of eminence,
pursued by those individuals, their peculiar study. Having
made theso gencral statcments, the Editor feels that it is
hetter to trust to performances than promises, and will leave
the work, on its appearance, to speak for itaelf.

It is a duty to all persons concerned in this work to state,
that it was originally projected by the late Prineipal of
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King’s College, London,—the Bev. Hugh James Rose ; and
s considerable portion of it was executed under arrange-
ments made by him, although no part of it was subjected
to his revision. In consequence of his deeply lamented
decense, the work was placed in the hands of the present
Editor, whose earnest endesgvour it will be to follow out the
plan originally devised, with such modifications as eircum-
stances, and the advantage of the work itself, may seem to
demand.

The “New Gewzsral Brocearmrcar Drcrionaey™
will be published in Monthly Parts, price four shillings and
sixpence each, and, when completed, will most probably not
exceed twelve closely printed volumes, octavo,
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