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PREFACE

HE modern idea in writing Instory is to
T allow the conteniporaries to tell their own
story as far as possible, making due allow-
ance for prejudice, and presenting as far as is
feasible hoth sides of the gquestion, The method
erploved i wriring this history of the Medical
Society of the State of Xew York Jor the cen-
tenntal of s Ioundation, has been to use, wher-
ever available, excerpts from contemporary
writings.  The writer has preferred (o take the
position of edior of such abstracts rather than
o attempt o tell the story directly; for while
the interest and the comnection of the narrative
may suffer sumewhat by this method, historical
accuracy gams much, and the frequent refer-
ences 1o the sources: of our knowledge may prove
suggestive o students of medical history who
care to pursue the subject further.

The writer wizhes to thank many friends for
their aid in preparing this work, notably D, A,
Jueobt, of New York, and Des. Albert Vander-
veer and Frederick O Curiis, of Albany,  Spe-
cial thanks for help at doubtfvl points are due
to Mr. John 8, Brownne, the librarian of the Naw
York Academy of Medicine.
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HISTORY OF THE MEDICAL SOCIETY
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK,

By JAMES J. WALSH, M.D.,, Ph,D., LL.D.
NEW YORE.

CHAPTER L

THE LEGISLATIVE CREATION OF THE MEDI-
CAL S0CIETY OF THE STATE OF NEW
YORE.

S a result of meetings held by certain
A members of the medical professien, in
Saratoga County, toward the end of the
eighteenth and again at the beginning of the
ninetecnth century, it was resolved o make an
allempt to secure the legal regulation of the
praclice of medicing, by the estahlishment of
a corporate State medical body, composed of
representatives from the different counties of
the State, whicl zhould bave the power of
granting or refusing license o practice med-
icine, Considerable opposition was manifestad
at the begioning, and it was difficylt for the
members of the medical profession to agrec
upon i scheme satisfactory to wll. As o con-
sequence, pearly ten vears elapsed before the
required act of the Legislalure was obtained. AL
first it was thought that the ace for the regulation
of the practice of medicine would he asked only
for the counties in the northeastern part of the
State.  Fortunately, however, the committee in
charge deemed iU advisable w0 ask for the pas-
sage of a law Tor the whole State.

This law was passed Aprl 4, 1820, Some-
thing of the history of the cfforts required to
bring about that community of interest that
would secure the pazsace of the law, the difficul-
tics that were encountered, and the change of
base from the demand of a law for particular
counties to that of one for the whole State, will
be stated in 2 later chapter, in the words of Dr.




John Stearns, who was bimself one of the chief
actors in these proceedings, and who subse-
quently wrote an aceount of them in order to
correct many false impressions that had begun
to he current.

The act authorizing county medical societies
in the variows counties of the State and cmpow-
ering delegates from fhem to organize a State
medieal society, was entitled : "An Act to Incor-

rate Medical Secicties for the Purpose of
tegulating the Praciice of Physic and Surgery
in this State,” and paszed April 4. 186, in the
twentv-ninth session of the Legislature, It runs
as follows:

Whereas, well regulated Medical Societies have been
found to contribute to the diffwsion of true science and
particularly the knowledge of the healing ast, Thereiore

I. Be it enaeted by the people of the State of New
York, represented in the Senate and Asdsembly, that it
shall and may be lawiul for the physicians wnd surgeons
in the several counties of this State now authorized by
law to peactice in their several professions, to meet
together an the first Toesday of July nexc at the place
where the last term af the Court of Common Pleas
next previeus to such mecting was held in their re-
spective counties; and the several physicians and sur-
geons so convencd as aforesaid or an]y part al them,
being not less than five in aumber, shall gmceed 1o the
choice of o President, WVice-President, Secretary and
Tressurer, wha shall hald their offices for one vear
and until others are choten in their places; and when-
ever the said societies shall be so organized as afore-
seid, they are hereby declered to be bodies corporate
and politie 1o fact and i natme, by the names of the
Medical Society of the county where such societies shall
respectively be formed, and by that name zhall be in
law capabile of swing and being sued, pleading and being
impleaded, answering and being answered unto, defend-
mg and being defended in all courts and places in all
matters and causes whatsaever, and skall and may have
a common geal, and may alter and renew the same at
ther pleasure,

I And be it further epacted that there shall be a
%:ﬂetﬂ] medieal soclety to be composed of one mem-

r irom each of the county sooieties o the State,
elected by ballot at their annual meeting, who shall meet
together in the Cire of Albany on the Grae Tuesday of
February next, and being so met, not less than fifteen
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in number, shall proceed by hallot to the choice of o

President, Vice- President, Secretary and Treascrer, who
shall hold their offices for one year and wncll octhers
shall be chosen in their peaces; and the said sociery
being so organized as aforesaid, shall be and they are
herehy declived to be o body eorporate snd politie in
fact and in name, by the nzne of the Medical Soctery
of the State of New York and by that name shall he in
law capablc of suing and heiag saed, pleading and being
impleaded, answering acd being answered onto, defend-
ing and being deferded noall eourts and places, and in
all matters and cansges whatsoever, and shall and may
have amd use o cominodn seal, and may c¢hinee and alter
the same at their pleasuzre.

CIIT. And be it further epacted chat the AMedical So-
ciety of the State of New York and also the medical
sacieties af the reapective connties shall and mey agree
upon and determine the times and places of their next
meeting and the time so agreed upon shall ferever Lhere-
after be the anniverzary day of holding their respective
meeling; and i is herebe made e duty of the Secre-
tary of each of the county medical societies to ledge in
the office of the clerk of Uieir respective counties & copy
of all the procesdings had at their fGrast meeting within
twenty days after such mesting, and it shall alse be
the duty of the Secretary of the Medieal Soeiety of the
State of New York to lodge i the ofhee of the Secre-
tary of State a copy of their proceedings had at thetr
first general meeting, anid the sakl clerks and Secretary
are hereby required io Ale the sate o their respective
affices, for which thesr shall sach receive the sum of
iwelve and one-half cenzs,

1V, And be it further enacted that the medical so-
sictics established as aforesaid are hereby respectively
empowered to examing all students who shalL or may
present themselves for that purpose, and to mve a di-
ploma pnder the hand of the President and seal of such
society before whom such student shall be examined,
whicl diploma shall be suffcient to empower the person
so oidaining the same to practice plysic or surgery or
bath, as shall be set forth in the szid diploma, m any
part of this State; and the peraon receiving suck diplo-
mea shall, wpon the receipt of the same, pay o the Presi-
dent of said society the sum of two dolars, for the
use of the said sociecy,

V. And be it further enrcted that if any stedent who
shall have presented himself for examination befose any
of the medical societies of the several counties of this
State shall think himeelf apgrieved by the decision of
such society, it shall be lawinl fer sseh student to pre-
sent himself for eéxamination o the MMedical Society
of the State of New York, and i in the opiplon of
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sucl Socicty, the student s0 applying is well gualified
for the practice of physic or surgery or both, as the
case may be, the President of said Saciety shall, under
his hand and the seal of such Society, give o the zaid
applicant a diploma agreeable to such decision; such
applicant paving therefor to the said President the
sam of two dollars,

VI, And be it further enacted thae it shall and may
be lawiul for the sevecal medical societies so estab-
lished as aforesaid, at their anmal meetings to appoint
not fezs than three nor more than five censers, whose
duty it shall be carcfully and impartially to examine all
students whe shall present thensselves Tor that purpose
and report therenpor. n writing to the President of
said Society.

VIIL Fl.nlfln: it further enacted that fram and aiter
the first dey of Septeraber next no persen shall com-
mence the practice of plysic or surgery within any of
the counties of thia State until he shal]l have paseed an
examination and received a diploma from one of the
medical societies to be established as aforesald; and
if any person shali s¢ practice witheut having eltained
a diploma for that purpose he shall farever thereafter
be dizqualified from collecting any delt or debis in-
curred by such practice io any court in this State,

VI And be it further enacted that it skall and may
be lawfol for the medica] societies of the rezpective
counties o this State, which chall be established by
virtue af this act, and also the Medical Society of the
State of New York, ta purchaze and hold anv estate,
real rnd personal for the use of sald respective so-
cietips.

PROVIDED sucle estate gz well real as personal
which the eounty =ocieties are hereby respectively
authorized to hold, shall oot excesd the sum of one
thousand dollars; anod that the estate az well real as
personal which the Medical Society oi the State of
Wew Yorlk i bereby authorized to hald, shall pot
exceed five thousand dollars,

I1X. And be it further enacted thae it shall be Jawful
for the respective societies to be established by virtue
of thiz act, to make such by-laws, rules and reguiations
relative to the affairs. eorcerns snd properties ef said
zocieties; relative to the admission ‘and expulsion of
members; refative ta such dopations and contributions
a3 they or a majority of the members at their annual
meeting shall tihok ht and proper,

FROVIDLED, that soch by-laws, rules, and regu-
lations made by the Scoety of the State of New York
be nat contrary to noe inconsistent with the eccnstitu-
tion and laws of this State, or of the United States,
and that the br-laws, riles and repulations of the
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respective county societies shall not be repuguant to the
h}'-{:wﬁ, rules and regulations of the Medical Society
of the State of Mew York, nor contrary to or incon-
sistent with the constitution and laws of this State or
of the United States,

. And be it farther enccced that the treasurer of
each sccletv established as aforesaid, shall receive and
be accountable for all monies that shall come into his
hands by virtue of any of the by-laws of such society
and also for all menies that shall come inte the hands
of the President theteof, for the admizsion of members
or licensing students, which rionfes the said Fresident
is hereby reguired to pay over to the said rreascrer,
who shall account therefore to the society at their
ammizal meetings; and no monies shall be drawn {rom
the treasury unless in soch suems and for such purposes
as shali be agreed opon by a majority of the society at
their annual meeting and by a warrang for thar purpose,
gigned by the President,

XL And be it further enacted that it shall be the
duty of the Secretary of cach of the medical societies
to be established by virtue of this act to provide a Look
in which he shall make an entry of all che resolutions
and proceedings which may be had from time to tine
and also the name of eech and every member of said
socioty znd the time of his admission. and alsa the
annual reports relative to the state of the treasury and
all such other things as a majotity of the society shall
think proper; to which book aty member of the society
may at any time have reccurse, and the same, t-:r,g:ethﬂr
wirh all hooks, papers and reports which meay be in the
hands of the Secretary znd be the property of the
society, shall be delivered to his sueeessor in office.

}CI?' And be it further enacted that it shall be law-
ful for each of the medical societies to be established
by virtiue of this act, to be cavsed to be raised and col-
lected fram each of the membess of such society a sum
not to exceed three dollars inoany one vear, for the pue-
pose of procuring a medical library and apparatus, and
far the sncourapement of useful discoveries in chemistey,
botany and such other icprovements as the majority
of the society shall think praper,

KT Ard be it further enacted that nothing in this
act contained shall be gonstrued to prevent any person
coming from anv ather State or county from praclicing
phvsic or surgery within this State, such person being
dulv authorized to practice by the laws D% such State
or county, having a diploma from a regular medical
society; nor to compel any student who mav bave com-
mmenced his stidies previoas 1o the frse dav of January,
one thousand eight handred and five, to be exanuned
by such society and licersed in the manrer aforgsaid,
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