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PREIACE.

Ix preparing this Fourth Bdition of the Prosodia Grae-
en, 1 have endeavoured to comprise within it as much in-
formation on the Greek metres as appeared to me really
ugelul for Scholars,  Some orrors have been corrected in
the list of words where the doubtful vowels are pointed
out ax belng lowg, and several other vocalles have been
added. Tt wonld have been desirable to have augmentod
the list by adding a number of proper numes and names
of places, Tut this would have inereaced the volume to
an undue size; and besides, it iz the loss necessary, as
maost of these words are to he found i Dictionaries and
other Llementary books in the hands of almost every
Student. I think I may venture to asseri that, with these
_Exuepf.iuna very few words will be found omitted in which
any of the doubtiul vowels are long; and that such Stu-
dents as eonsult the work for the purpose of ascertain-
ing the quantity of any particular eyllable, if the word
is not found either specified or ineluded under some par-
ticular elass, may rest satisfied that the syllable is short.
In the observations upon the Position, Elision and Con-
traction of Vewels and Diphthengs, [ have included every
thing necessary to be known, and have made, what I con-

il AT S i
ASY J'E}_]



v FREFACE.

eaive Lo he, several importand corrections, chiefly with ve-
gard to the power of the Ietus Metricus in lengthening
donhtful Vowels hefore eovtnin Mutes and Liquids. This
subject the Reader will find disenssed at considerable
length in the Appendix.

The principal part of the vules respecting the etres
is founded wpon the observations of Porson, Hermanm,
Burney ind Gaislord, with several eorvections and sddi-
tiongl remarks on the three Metres chicfly employed hy
the Attic Poets.  To render these rules as intelligible as
posgible to Students, I have not only miven several Exam-
ples tuder euch, but have maked the quantily of évery
syllable, and divided every line into its proper [leet.
Though any person iy thus obtain o tolerable knuwlm]ge-
of the- p,'.mmp.ﬂ wetres nsed by the Greele Poets, 1.wpuld
siill recommend to hLis cureful pernsal Porson's Supple-
ment to his Preface to the Hecula of Luripides, aml Gais-
ford's Edition of Ilephaestion. Dy Malthy's observations
prefixed to his BEdition of Morcll's Thesaurus may also
he studied with great advantage,

A few additivus] examples and ohgervations ha‘r& hesn
inserted in the S laquiry inte the Versiftcation of He-
mer,” all tending, as Limaging to shew that the Digun-
ma never could liive heen employed by that Poet with
the power of a Consonant, and that 1he rules I have en-
denvowral to ditablish, and the pringiple 1 have laid down
are not theoretical, but bave been recognized both by the
Greek and Latin Epic Poefs.  Besides banishing from
Hexsuneter verse suelan uncenth dwl harsh lettor as the
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Diganimn, wlich, I amn convineed, Homer never employ-
ed, and which would never hive heen hrought into notice
by Madern Critigs, bad they better understood the nature
of his versification and the structure of his language,
the principle T have stated and supported by examples
enables us also to get vid of & number of adventitious let-
ters, which have been added pz props to his verse, but which
serve only te deform the language and render it less
smooth and harmonious. When the attention of Scholara
ghall be more closely directed to the stndy of Homer, T
Hatter myself that my opinions will be gencrally adopt-
ed, a5 they lave ulready been by several men of distin-
guished eminence and reputation in the literary world.

In the Appendix, [ have endeavoured fo shew. that a
similar prineiple guided the practice of the Atic Poets
in Lambie, Trochaic and Anapaestic vorse. It is i fact
a prineiple that pervades all poetry both Ancient and Mo-
derny, and is founded njpon the laws of harmony necessa-
ry to be observed in reciting every kind of verse. To
preserve the futhm and Harmony of iheir verses, the
Pocts were somotimes forced to lengthen syllables that
were naturally short ; for, as Dionysius of Halicarnassus
wall ohserves, stusical composition adjusts not the times to the
syllables, T the syllalles to the times. Numerous instan-
ces of this occur in our own poetry.  What, therefore,
might by some be considered an arbitrary license, is in
fact a general law of whicl the Anecient Poets availed
themselves either more or less, aceording to the nature
of the verse they employed,
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It wall be observed, that in determining the place of
the Ietus on either syllable of the Spondacus in Anapaes-
tic verse, [ have, in the Appendix, given it as my opi-
wion, that it falls upon the first Syllable, whereas in the
first part of the work, p. 68, it is stated to fall upon the
last syllable.  Tor a considerable time I was in doobt on
which syllable of the Spondaens the Ietos should Fall ;
and it was nol 1l afler a long sl careful examination of
Anapaestic verse, in all the Attic Poets, that I eame to
the conclusion Ihave stated in the Appendix. Anapaestic
verse is evidently fonmnded npon Hexameter, and preserves
the Ictus upen the sme gyllables of the feet as used iu
that species of verse. The intreduction of the Anapacs-
tie foot gives it an agreeable vaviety, by changing the ca-
dence and lengtliened tone from the first syllable of the
Spondaens aml Thctyle, to the last of the Anapacstus.

Having thos pointed oul the leading festores of the
work, and the improvements made in this Edition, I com-
mit it to the candid judgment of the public, in the con-
fident expoectation that no ithheral prejudice will prevent
those who are cupuble of understinding such pursnits,
from examining them with ealmnoss and impartiality, and

from adopting my opinions if they shall eonsuder thom

well founded.

Jedinhurgh Cillege,
Cretober 151, 1824,



ADDENDA ET CORRIGENDA.

PART 1,
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PROSODIA GRAECA.

Prosopra est en Grammaticae pars, quae syllaba-
rum quantitates, versuumque pangendorum artem
praecipue tradit, #
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.I'
DE QUANTITATE AXNCIPITUM VOCALIUR, IN PHO-AN-
TEFEXRTILTIMIS BT ANTEPENLLTILIIG SYLTLADBIS,

L. De win Pro-aniepenullimis, &c.

1. A apgmenti loco, vocali sequente, produci-
tur ; sic, ciov pro fiov, ab ala, andio,

2, @ privativiim, natura breve, apud Epicos pro-
ducitur, tribus brevibus sequentibus ; sie, dxduwe-
vog, indefessus ;  eldvaros, fmmortelts.  Interdum
etiam duabus ; ut, dhegss, sine crisin, 11K, 258.

# Meminerint discentes duaz csse longas vocales, «, w; duas
breves, 1, & ; et tres ancipites, «, , v
A



