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Tee Massacres in Bulgaria, which took place in
May 1878, created a profound astonishment and
horror throughout Europe. The civilized West
was not aware, or had forgotten, that there still
existed a race in Europe, which, as Lord Beaocons-
fleld said, was an oriental people, with historical
teaditions. The historical tradition. in this particu-
lar case consisted in wholesale slanghter! The
Conference which immediately proceded the mas-
sacres of May has never yet been sufficiently
explained, nor is it our purpose to give a detailed
explanation here, Bpeaking generally, it may be
said that years of terrible misgovernment had, at
length, aroused the spirit of insurrection among the
Bulgarian race, which had become more difficult to
keep down bhecause of the spread of education
among the people. The faint attempts at insur-
rection were immediately crushed out by letting
loose Moaslem fanaticism upon the disarmed and
defenceless people. 8inco the treaty of Berlin,
Bulgaria and Eastern Roumelia have been taken
from the direct rule of the Porte; but Macedonia
still remains under Turkish government, and it is
the object of the following pages to show to the
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world, by the simple narration of facts, what this
misgovernment means,

All the horrors that were perpetrated throughout
Bulgaria, during the years immediately preceding the
massacres, are repeated in Macedeonia, and anarchy
prevails everywhere, Government, in the strict
sense of the word, there is none. In many cases
the brigands are united with those who should be
the preservers of order, and the oppressions and
illegal acts are the works of the Government ; in all
cases the Christian population are under the con-
tinual despotism of the Moslem population.

The present statement of facots has been carefully
collecied togother, chiefly by one person, throughout
the journeys he has made in the interior ; the greater
portion, however, has not been.published. Authori-
ties have, as faras possible, heen given for the state-
ments which have beem mado; and, in any case, it
would not be difficult o test the accuracy of what
purport to be facts. Asin the case of Bulgaria in
the spring of 1876, and of Armenia during the last
year, the Ottoman Government has shown & crimi-
nal recklossmess of disorder, which would justify
rebellion in any country. It can scarcely be said
that it has made any attempt to repress the lawless-
ness of the Moslem part of the population; and the
unfortunate Christians have had {o bear not only
the oppression of their Moslemi neighbours, but of
the hordes of Turkish refugees who had during the
war to flee before the Russians, and who, for various
reasons, have been unwilling or unable to return to
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Bulgaria since the signature of the Treaty of
Berlin, .

During the last four or {ive months the Turkish
Government has endeavoured to make capital out
of certain incidents which have happened in Eastern
Roumelia. Itmay be admitted at once that ontrages
have been committed on the Moslem population
which are a disgrace upon those who have perpe-
trated them. Dut it must be remembered that these
are very few in mumber ; that they are only what
might have been reasonably expected to happen in
8 country under Turkish rule during four eenturies,
and in a country where the oppressed have only
just got rid of their oppressors; and, lastly, it
must be remembered, that the Government of
Eastern Roumelia has shown no disposition either
to defend the perpetrators, or to conceal the facts.
Tet the Turks take what satiefaotion they can out
of the meilancholy fact, that the people who had
been undor their rule have, in a few isolated in-
stances, followed their evil example. But, on the
other hand, Europe should know that these isolated
cases which have happened in Eastern Roumelia
only represent what hes heen the condition of
things in Macedonia, both before, and since, the
Treaty of Berlin. That such is the fact, the fol-
lowing narrative will show.
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PEBTATEATED BY THA

MUSSULMANS IN MACEDONIA,

AND ITH STATE HLNCE THE BERLIN ﬂdﬁGEESS.

Tee Turkish population in Macedonia learning that, by the
decision of the Berlin Congress, Macedoniz waz to remain
in ite former state, began to think that the Christian popula-
tion was to continwe in eubjection. They hence began
toﬁgiﬂaga, kill and ravage, more cruelly than eyer, ' The
lo anthorities turned o desf car to all complaints, and
openly eaid, * 8o many thoussnde of opr men were killed on
the Dattle-field j—what does it matter if & few of yours are
Killed alao?

In order to keep the Chriztian population in a complate state
of slavery, the Turkish Government, in apite of the laws of
the State, appointed, by special Bouyounronldis {orders) for
evetg Christian village, a Tork under the name of Poljek

field-keeper). The candidate for this office most present to
the Authorities s docement beering the genl of villagee,
atiesting that the villapors wish o have him as Poljak ; and
g the eeal is asked by two, or several, candidates at the same
time, every year five or gix Kodjabachiz (headmen) are killed,
The Kodjabashi ia ldlled, in any case, by one or several of the
candidates, g it is impossible to please them all at the same
tima,

The Pul]uk exercises il the, village a supreme power over

that the peasants pousess—even their bodies. To
hegm mhg they are ul:-l to build him a eplendid house, to
sow some of their own , and give him the produce.: He
tries the villagers, decides ca.ﬂes, impgees fines, imprisons and
kills; he levies taxes for himself, gathers the tithes—in short, he
takes whatever pleases him. B ln]]mg, or by heavy ﬁnaa,whlch
sccumulate by high rates of mtemat he gradually takes posses-
sion of the Henmnta fields, brmga his Ielatl.una, quartiers them |
on the i us, after a few years, the village be-
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comes the Poljalc’s farm ; whilst the villagers, owners of the
fields, become his slaves, and work for him only to earn their
daily bread. In the centre of every district the ]ﬁys and Aghas
have & number of Poljaks as clients, and through them terrify
the population; in fact, they ean murder, out and Toin
the people, every one according to his pleasure. e Poljaks
execute the orders of their mastera without fear, as they have
their full protection snd influence, which they can use with
the local Anthorities.

On Sundaya and feast days (consecrated for rest) the
Poljake take the peasants—particularly the girls and prettiest
women—and force them 0 work, without wages, for the
Beys and Aghes. The men are condemned to hard work, with-
oub recelvin nnﬁ’t]ﬁng te eat or drink, while the girls are
often violated, Even on working days, when £he Beys have
any work to be done, the Poljaks force the peasants to abandon
their own work £0 go and work gratuitonsly in the farms of
the Beyeand Aghas, The I'oljaks decide alen upon marriages.
A stupid or deformed yonng man might bay from the Poljak,
bhy giving him twenty-five Meodjidichs, the prottiest gn'il in
the village. The parente aa well as the zirl mush submit to
the Poljak’s decigion, without which t?
murdered. -

The almees committed iv gathering the tazes, tithes, and
the illepal distribution of new taxes are mnother sonres of the
op ion of the peasants, :

he above-mentioned abuses, &nd various others which wonld
aceupy too much space to apecify, were from timeto time brought
to the notics of the lou'uf nuthorittos, and alse to that of the
Central Government, but without reslt, excepting that false
acousations were brought egainst the complamants, who wers
very often killed, and this of course put an eod to their pursuit,
After each complaing the outrages were doubled, snd the male-
factors, instigated by the authorities, have destroyed entire
families, On acoount of this the pessants remain dumb, and
dare not complain. Mahmoud Nedim DPasha, during his
Veziriate, abolished the Poljake; he erdered that mo Twrk
should be a.Epointqli Poljak in a Christish village, even if the
villagers asked it, for he Imew that these sort of requests wers
made foroibly. Buf after his fall the local authorities imme-
diately sent Poljaks to all .the villages, who proved to be
worse than their predecessora, ' j

From among the numerous miedeeds committed sinee the
meeting of the Congress, we will mention only the following :—

On the 9th of June, some Turks of Prilep carried away
Peter Kapka's son, and sent back to the father one of his fingers,

ey are sure te be
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