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the same Divine influence and abide underit, as we
acknowledge it as they acknowledged it—as we
yield unto it even as they did, that we shall ba walk-
ing faithfully in the footstapa of those who were our
pradecessors and fathers in the truth. Aod it is
with a view to encourage in faithful dedieation and
consistent walking as members of our religious So-
ciety, that we are now concerned briefly to revive
gome of the measures that were taken by our
early F'riends, under the guidance, as we fully be-
liave, of best Wisdom, for the maintenance of right
order in the Church, in the establishment of ounr
Christian Discipline, and in the incaleation of that
subordination which is due from inferior to superior
meetings, and from individual members to the body.

From the history of our Society, it appears that at
a very early period, George Flox was actively en-
gaged to promote the estsblishment of men’s and
women's meetings for Discipline, and the power and
authority in which he was concerned that they
should be maintained, may be gathered from the
emphatic words often repeated in his Epistles :—
“Let all your men’s and women’s mestings be
held in the power of the Lord.” And it should be
instructively remembered ihat this concern of George
Fox and other Friends for the introduction of asys-
tem of Church Discipline, was the canse of much
disturbance to some, who claimed for themselvesan
extent of individual liberty inconsistent with that
subordination which is essential to the prosperity of
the body. It is thus noticed in the Book of Disci-
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practice of the primitive Churches, established
amongst ug in early times; and thus a field was
opened for the exercise of the various gifis by which
the Church, the body of Christ, is edified. It isvery
observable in the history of our SBoeiety, that the de-
clension or revivel of religious zeal has ever been
accompanied by & corresponding relaxation or in-
crease of care in the exercise of the Discipline.”

Stephen Crisp thus deacribes the concern he early
felt after his convincement and the state of mind he
believed necessary in order to the right discharge of
his daty to others :—* The more,” says he, “ I came
to feel and perceive the love of God and his good-
ness to me, the more was 1 humbled and bowed in
my mind to serve him, and to serve the least of his
people among whom I walked ; and as the word of
wisdom begun to spring in me, and the knowledge
of God grew, so I became a counsellor of those that
were tempted in like manner as I had been ; yet was
kept so low that I waited to receive counsel daily
from God, and from those that were over me in the
Lord, and were in Christ before me, against whom
I never rebelled, nor was stubborn ; but the more I
was kept in subjection myself, the more I was ena-
bled to help the wenk and feeble ones."

In our weak and erring condition as men and crea-
tures, “it must needs be that offences will come,” and
among the ends eimed at in the institution of Disei-
plinary regulations, are the preservation of the indi-
vidual members of the Society, and the reformation
and restoration of offenders, or where this is imprac-
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to “feed the flock of God, taking the oversight
thereof, not by constraint but willingly; not for fil-
thy lucre but of a ready mind, neither as being lords
over God's heritage, but ensamples to the Aoels™—
and adds the congolatory assurance that, “ when the
Chief Shepherd shall appear, they shall receive a
crown of glory that fadeth not away.”

Among the provisions of our Discipline which we
would now revive, and especially to the considera-
tion of onr younger friends, i that in relation to the
care that is to be maintained with respect to the
Ministry. 'While the solemn and important serviee
of preaching the gospel is not to be exercised by
any, except under the immediate direction and
anointing of the Holy Ghost, neither is it to be
judged of, but by those who have been dipped, in
measure, into the same spirit, and have received a
qualification therefor from the same source. A dis-
position to cavil and to criticise, or in any way to
speak lightly of the Ministry, is dangerous to him
who indualges it, as tending to self-exaltation, and
to the lessening of his regard for sacred things, as
well as the source from whence they spring. And
it is to preserve the right order and harmony of the
Church that Elders are appointed, whose delegated
daty it is to judge in these matters, and to extend

_ msaistance or caution as it is required ; and let none,
in the forwardoess of their spirits, presume to as-
sume to themselves this office, or attempt to exer-
oise its duties.

The following axtracts from the writings of wor-






