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From iha Syracuse Journal,

IMPi}RTA NT LIBEL SUITS,

Messrs, Sepewrcr, Avprews & Kevwmpy,
of this city, have commenced suits in behalf of
GrrrIT SMrTH against Warrs SuerMaw, Rovar
Prries, and 5. L, M. Banrow, of New-York.
Fifty thousand dollars are the damages claimed
in each ease. There are twenty-eight other
members of this Democratic Committee, But
we have not learned when or whether they
also are to be gued, Nor have we learned when
nor whether any of the many publishers of the
“ Manifesto’ are also to be sued.

 The following correspondence preceded the
legal proceedings :
_ Pereasoro, February 13th, 1880

Warrs Smermas, Esq, @ Smm: My father-in-law, Mr,
Gerrit Bmith, bas at length so far waked up from the
eclipse of his intellect, as to be able to Tesd snd \wines
reading. He has just now seen for Yo fursh Hane R

j
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" Manifesto of the New-York Democratic Vigilant As-
sociation,” published lasl October, In which you con-
nect his name with a certain * Central Association'™
of bloody and horrible purposes,

Az Mr. Emith belongs to no Society, has always op-
posed Becret societies, hed never before heard of this
* Central Association,” and condemns all shedding of
human blood, save by Government, he necessarily feela
himself to be deeply wronged by you and your associ-
ates. He holds you and them responsible for calling
in effact wpon the people both of the North and Bouth
to detest and abhor him,

Mr. Smith wishes to know withoat any delay
whether you and your associabes will persist in your
libel, or make the unqualified and ample retraction
which the case calls for.

Yours, Respectfully, Caas. D. Muwrzs.

P. BT do not as yet write to any of the Executive
Committee except yourself, Mr, Phelps, and Mr. Bar-
low.

2d P. 8.—TIt occurs to Mr. Bmith that it may have
been the * Provisional Government” adopted by the Con- |
vention st Chatham, C. W., with which you intended
to identify him. But Mr. S8mith bids me say to you
that this can not relieve you, sinee never, until within
a few weoks, has he heard of that * Government,” or
that Convention, What thet Government was, he has
yet to learn, az he has not beard or resd & lice of its
provigions. F
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Wew-Youx, February 18th, 1860,
C. In Murer, Esq., Peterboro: Bir: I have re
ceived your letter of the 18th inst, complaining, on be-
half of your father-in-law, of the nse made of his name
in a publication by the New-York Vigilant Association
in Oetober last; and although the publishing of my
name to that docoment was an unwarrantable liberty,
for T never eigned it, or autherized any one to sign it
for me, vet, as [ did oot contradict it at the time, I can
bardly set up this plea now.
I have been disappointed in seeing Mr. Sherman to-
day, but you shall hesr from us early naxt weelc
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,
Rovau Poeves

New-Yore, Febronry 224, 1860,

Caas, I Mnier, Esg.; Sm: Yours of the 15th
inst. was received by me a few days since; and but
for other pressing engagements, would have been an-
swered immediately. Since its receipt, I have looked
over earefully the * Manifesto of the Democratic Vigi-
lant Association” to which you refer, and so far as Mr.
Gerrit Smith's name iz mentioned in connection with
the ** Central Assoeiation,” have no hesitation in say-
ing that his statement, that he is not & member of that
body, renders it obvious that in this particular the
writer of the pamphlet has fallen into an unintentional
error.  With regard o the letter also ingerted in this
pamphlet, dated Peterboro, Aug, 26th, 1859, purport-
ing to have been written by Mr. Bmith, as you do not
allude to it, [ suppose that is correctly set forth. By



6

comparing the general tone and sentiment with the
conatitution of the ** Central Association,” I think you
will seo thal the writer of that pamphlet might very
naturally have fallen into the mistake, (a8 you assure
me that it is a mistake)) of supposing that the writer
of one approved of the objects of the other, This was
doubtless the view of the writer of this pamphlet, in
regurd to which particulsr cate was taken fo imsure
acouracy in its statement of facts, and for these the
writer of the pamphlet relied somewhat upon the cur-
rent newspaper articles of the day, Afer the inform-
ation now received from you, I sm very sorry to
learn that Mr. Smith's name was thus comnected with
the “ Central Associstion™ Lo which you say he did not
belong, or that any injustice was done to him in this
publication.

Mr. Phelpaand Mr. Sherman have each perused this
letter, and [ am requested by those gentlemen to say
they comeur in the zame, and beg you will receive it
also as their reply to the communication you eddressed
te ench of them on the same subject. They also re-
quest me to say that it gives them great pleasure to
eorrect the error into which the writer of this pam-
phiet has fllen in regard to Mr. Smith, as, however
much they differ from the sentiments held by him as
expresged in the “Jerry Reseue" letter, they respect
the boldness and personal ntegrity of Mr. Ssrrn, and
degire to do him full justice. {I)

Yours very truly, Sawrcel Lo M. Barvow.
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Perereoro, February 26th, 1860,

B. L. M. Bartow, Eaq.: Bim: 1 have your letter of
22d ingt, Mr, Smith desires me to say that his aticn-
tion was called at the same time toall the references to
himself in your * Manifesto,” That he compleined of
but one, was by no means beeavse he sequiesced in
the otbers, Compared with that ome, the others are
of no importance. That one is a sheer fabrication.
Of all in it that you attribute to him he had done no-
thing. Butin the other references, your responsibility
is only for your opinions of what he confesses he had
dome. :

It is true that Mr. Smith did at the close of his long
letter to Mr. Thomas on other subjects, (dated 27th
Augrast,} asgert the probability of servile Insurrections,
and the possibility of their suceess, ns reasons why the
people should, i the ballot-box, put an end to slavery.
(2} But, pray, what responsible connection is there be-
tween this and the © Oentral Association,” or the sad
pecurrence &t Harper's Ferry ! The like thing he did
in seores of meetings, in his tour through this State in
1858 ; and never was he more full and faithfal at this
peint than in his speech on the Nebraska Bill.  (8) (Bee
pages 200, ete, of the volume of his Congressional
Speeches.) In fact, it is for more than n quarter of o
century that he haa been continually testifying that
unless the American people hasten to put away slavery
peacefully, it will go out in bloed. His only regret in
respect to such testimony i, that it has not availed to
persuade, or, if you prefer, to Frighten the people,
both of the North and the SBoath, infa tha o tesm



