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PREFACE (217000

The following page: présent what we believe to be the first
attempt to write a history of the "Bavsser' now, Bowser family,
When our ancestors came o this vountey they spelled their name
"Bausser" and “Bousser”  Is many instances there was bl ong
3™ uged,  The change from e former spelling to “Howser” was
gradual and, we believe, now complete,  The st on our mecord 1o
use “Hodser” was Adun Bouser in 5is will recorded i Armstrong
Coonty, Pa

The reader will pet clesrly in his mind thet we are of Teutonic
bBlood. The chief source of our Gorman aueestry was in the Ale-
piant tribe pocupving wpper Switzerland aml adiacent pravinces.
The French still speak of the German as Alomagne.  This territory
was subseyuentdy celled the “Talatne” A overflow reasched the
Rhine and was called the “Lawer Palotine” Trom this lamd then,
came the scures of “Peonsylvacia Dutek," to che wirgin foresls of
Pennsylvania,  Aamong them was Malkics Bausser, Sr, who landed
at Philadelphia, September 28, 1733 Ile aned his family made the
tong voyage [rom Ralerdam, Holland, on Be beiganiine “Hichard
and Elzabeth" The same wear Danicd Bowvsser snd two boodhers
eame vin Haltmwre, Md, The dory of (he sellement of this small
famiiy, chicfly in Pennaylvania, and their development down fo
the presest, the reader will lind in e following pages.  We wish
to express oot grateful acknowledgmene of the sid given ws i
fmding the descendanls of Demiel Bousser, by Jaceh £, Bowser,
of LErie, Pa., the Kittemning Daiy Lesder-Tines for use of several
cuts,  Algo ihe fuvaluable lelp rendered by Chas, A. Bowser,
of Californiz, who 15 lmmself preparing o genealogy and history of
the Bowser people,  Alzo o the Hasenttve Commities for their
sympathetic interest and manifeld kndnesses durise the protracted
vears dhis history hos heen in process of preparation, and alse far
the promptness with which they provided for its publication when
it was ready.

mineerely your Consa,
Ford Gity Pa. A, B, Dowskn.

May 1, 1922






CHAPT
THE HOMELAND
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History has its sources, lke the ancient Xile, hidden in the mys-
terious and impenecrable reacheos of the conexplored and unknown.
The painter trails his art bacloward 1o the crode sleetches left on
the rocks by che aboriwines  Buack of (Get the unknown, The
writer of homan history heging at the boundary ef Mytholosy.
O this side we have tangibilides, feptires, forms. facts though
scanty, conntries, names and pesiods of e

In preparing a family hissory such =3 s ondertaken in this
worls, the wriker’s Srel task 3= o kaow Trom what race his fore-
bears sprang. Whae native fand reared them? What walleys grew
golden with their anneal harvesss? What cities educated their
children ¥ Whal tivess bore apon cheir hosom their ropged craits
of commerce? What sort of povernment raled them? What ideals
inspired them with hernic manhood, and lastly, what religious
impulses moulded their characterd il waazened the innate love of
jostice and liberty and hatred coward despeniam whether of gone-
ernment or religion?  We have a deeper regusd for Christian
denominations, when we are aegpiainted with the tyranny aod pecse-
cution zzainst which they mevolred,  Inopeicelul Amcrica where 2ll
creads and nanwes alike are imder the same KSndly proection of the
state we would Hille suspect Ywew dearly the ploneers of these
Christian bodies paid for the oghit w beeathe and think and worship
God aceording 10 their consclezees.  And there 3oa goul stirring
history back of thess Buropeas emigrations to the new world, We
think wizh pride of our herole ancestors wha hraved the penls of
the gea, and the poecriginties of 2 e in a wilderness, in o strange
land, rather than submic o eepression,  We reprec that space will
not permit ws o yield to the melination w marshal A prester array
of the terrific iniquiies vur brave people sullered across the scas.

When the wriler began the task of cellecting data for this his-
tory there was nn e of our pecple so for as he could dizeover wha
kaew Trone what o the Bawsers emipsaded,  There was o tradi-
ton that we came [rom Germany; ochers said frosn Holland, yet
others, from TFrance.  Following the clue of the first we were
happy to discover the truth, T seemed most reasonable to begin
with the langnage. A people’s language would, it would secm
obvious, be a direct indes 1o their nadonalice.  If, for example, &n
emigrant came to Americn speaking 1be Welsh language we would
rightly conchude be came from Wales, "Thal our people were not
Hallanders was evident becawse shey did not speak Thiteh, Ther
were not French for the same repson ; and if from Germany, cer-
tainly nor from the North German states, The people of Turope,
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though dwelling i comparatively small aress, have distinctive
lanpuages,  And their languages have been fixed in literature,
boods of history, science, poctry, awed especially in the Bible, Owur
Bowser forefathers thevefore lefl o homelacd in which che same
languape was spolen which they spoke o this country, which, as
all know, bas been enlled “Pennsylvacis Duteh™  The teress " Penn-
sylvania Dutch™ is a missomer. Thers (s no such 2 language. It hasg
been supposed by many as we ourselves onee thougl, thar “Pennsyl-
vania Duteh” was a corvupred German, the resule of natural varia-
tions due ta ignorance and long separation from ils pure springs.
We now know 3t is not o corrupled tomgue ot nadve to o part of
Switzerland and the Rheinisk Malaonace, a princpality in the Sooih-
ern part of Gorsany,  From the Palatine, then, came the “Peongyl-
watia Dutele™  Let ue becceforth give them their right name “Fala-
time (rerman, !

“We speak of the Germpn lanpuage or ‘Deotsche Sprache’ as
embracing, geperally, the Jiferenl languages spolen in all their
stages frome the carfiest hispory to the present, the langunges spoken
by the refated Teutonic teihes, 2s the Austrians, Swiss, Atsalians,
Havarians and the like, What [ |, A H. T'.-Turm} hais pointed
out about the ongin of the ]"ILL'LCI[.H.[ LEnglish dialecls may equally
well Be trus o lhear Cermanie idinms,  Tlaving oo specimens of
he Linpuages of the Germans for nearly three ceminrics after their
final settlement, wo cannot ol to what extent shey orpinally agrveed
withy or differed [rnin each other, ahhough shere must have Dbeen
sorne dialectal differences to beain with, which wers aficrwards
increased and moltiplied.  Bor, however scanty unr mesns of illas-
traging (he eagliesl history ol these idinms mav be, there is no
dpulbl thal they were not 2]l related fo each ofher in fhe same
degree. Theee main groups are casily distnguishable

“i1y Ihe Frisian and Saxon, wwhose nearcst relation 15 Englizh,

*(2) Frapkish, Hessan and Thuringian, and

"3} Alemanni and Tavarian.

“The Frisian iz gecesally regarded az o separate lanpuoage”
{Brittarnnica } These reoresent the low, Middle and High Ger-
man;

“The Abermaomd is divided inde the thrée nmzin proups. Swalaan,
Alsatizn and Swiss, while Davaria is constiuted by several dia-
lects spoken in Bavarin and Auwstrdia. The members of the third
group, Upper German, combined with the midland dialects, Hessian
and Thorineian, and part of the Hrankish dinlects, are sources of
the Migh German,  The greatest difference prevails hetween the
firsi {F‘] group and the chivd {33, The = uhem Franlish dia-
leets are very elosely akin o the adjocent Upper Germsan idioms.
Where German words are itcorporared many have changes as the
Cierman  Schiafl becomes Schlof ) Fragen, fl'r!-lg_‘t’ waagen, woge.”
{Brittannica,)  The influence of Luther npon the Gernan language
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has heen tremendous, as his weitings, especiaily his translation of
the Hible, wereé aocepred as the best pattern of High German and
imitated. Switzerland and Lower German ¢lung for a long time io
their mative dialeets, b the didferent German siates weee gradually
hioight nearer te o common lahstame,

The Palatinate was inhabited by descendants of the proup of
Geyman iribes called rhe Kheinfranken with an admixoure of the
Alemanni, the latter of whom Tad accupied the fand unl 496
A, D when Chlodwip, Kicp of ke Praonks, defeated them o oa
hattle fouaght somewhere on the Tlpper Rlnne.  Whartemburg and
Switzerfand weve practically pieve Alemanni while the Falatinare
15 Frankish with a szrong infvston of Alerwand Blood o cerlain
parts. IHenece it follows that “Tecnsyivania Dutch,” 15 a dialect—an
admizinre of Frankish and Alesignni, There are subdivisions in
these dialects, the Swabian of Wuortemburg bemng differem from
Switzerland, and the mixed speech of che alatine difierent from
hath,  The “Peanavlvacia Duteh" then kes as & basis certain charac-
leristivs derived from all of these Jialecls, modified and harmonized.
In brief, che laneuape of our forefathers was a mixgees of the orig-
inal Ademanni, Freech and Gorman word:. The Dalstioate, Fraok-
i, Worlemburg and Switzerland Alomanmi—/rain these stems grew
the people who later came o Pennsylvamia soeaking Lhe Palaline
Terman.®  (Swizs and Germar Seidenwnts a Dennsylvania. )



